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MALAYAN PROBLEM: FINDING 
MEN TO FIT THE JOBS 


(THE new regulations 

in respect of con- 
trolling immigration to 
those who are desir- 
able, and restricting 
the immigrdtion of 
those who are un- 
desirable, is something 
which is long over- 
due. 


Unfortunately such pow- 
ers seldom achieve the end 
for which they were intro- 
duced, and invariably be- 
come associated with some 
other aspect which can 
often become most detri- 
mental. It largely depends 
on the interpretation of 
the word desirable. 


I believe that history will 
prove conclusively that 
saboteurs —. whether mili- 
tant or political — have 
always covered themselves 
with sufficient ‘protection 
from detection’ to ensure 
safe passage through any 
immigration net. 


In other spheres it would 
appear that a person is 
most undesirable if that 
person comes into Malaya 
or Singapore to work 

The fact that some Mala- 
yan or Singaporean is un- 
employed is apparently 
sufficient reason for one 
seeking entry, to be termed 
undesirable. 

This is extremely danger- 
ous to the well-being of 
both Malaya and Singapore. 
In effect it lays down a 
policy that industrial and 
commercial growth and 
Progress in the two coun- 
tries, and their develop- 
ment in technical fields, 


Shall be regulated and 
restricted to existing and 
available manning re- 
sources. 


Expressed in other form, 
it is that progress in all 
fields shall be restricted to 
available local talent, tr- 
respective of whether this 
local talent is adequate or 
sufficient. 


As both Malaya and Sin- 
gapore depend very largely 
on external] trade, the effect 
will be to reduce the ef- 
fectiveness of the two 
economies to the efficiency 


of local personnel; in 
many cases untrained, 
inexperienced, and quite 


often sub-standard to what 
is basically necessary. 

Only. two peoples will 
suffer: Malayan and Singa- 
porean, 

Whilst fully lauding the 
sentiments which claim 
that local people shall at 
all times be given prefer- 
ence over ‘immigrants,’ 
there must at all times be 
the rider that they are 
equally. as experienced, 
qualified, and able. 

In many cases this ap- 
plies already, and where 
this is so everyone bene- 
fits considerably. No com- 
pany or organisation wants 
to pay passage money and 
home leave expenses, if 
it can obtain the personnel 
required from local sources. 

The real danger lies in 
not ensuring that the man 
satisfies the need of the 
job, but rather lowering the 


Asian engineers for City Council 


HAVE read with interest 

a news item ‘S.T. Dec 
31) about the lack of ap- 
plications from engineers 
from the East, (presumably 
Asian), and the fact that 
the City Council were look- 
ing for engineers from the 
West. 


So far as 1 know, there 
have been two applications 
from Asian engineers, both 
well qualified. Neither of 
these has been vouchsafed 
the courtesy of a reply. 

E. COMBER 

Singapore. 


standard of requirement to 
that which is available in 
local personnel. 


Reduce your standards 
and you reduce your econo- 
my. Reduce your econcmy 
and you have to reduce 
further your standards, and 
so on until truly have you 
exchanged the substance 
for the shadow, and every- 
one suffers: locals and 
immigrants alike, but the 
local people mostly. 

One of the first effects of 
‘independence’ is that one 
soon becomes most consci- 
ous of one’s deficiencies. One 
can either accept and suffer 
them, and consequently be 


N YOUR issue of Jan. 

3, “Citizen” asks two 
simple questions which 
I am glad to answer. 


First. he asks how a 
Labour Front Minister can 
serve in what he calls a 
Peoples’ Alliance-U.M.N.O./ 
M.C.A. Alliance Govern- 
ment. The answer is that 
Ministers are appointed or 
dismissed by the wish of 
the Chief Minister. He 
selects his team and can 
change its members if he 
wishes. Equally, Ministers 
who find themselves in dis- 
agreement with the Chief 
Minister on policy can re- 
sign. 

This has nothing io do 
with party labels. The es- 
sential point lies in policy. 

Our present, and our 
future, constitutions take 
no account of political par- 
ties. This is just as well 
since Singapore's first and 
second Chief Ministers have 
both quitted the Labour 
Front and formed new par- 
ties. Moreover, of the seven 
parties elected to the As- 
sembly in 1955 three—the 
Progressives, the Democrats 
and the Malay Union—have 


prepared to continue at the 
reduced standards’ these 
deficiencies produce, or one 
can start out to rectify 
these deficiencies in prac- 
tical and workmanlike 
manner. 

In Malaya and Singapore 
this means finding the man 
to fit the job, and not re- 
ducing the standard to fit 
the man available locally. 
Therein lies the future 
danger to the retention of 
present standards in the 
two areas, and the ultim- 
ate raising of these stan- 
dards still higher. 


SINBAD 
Singapore, 


disappeared from the As- 
sembly whilst three new 
parties — S.P.A., Lib-Soc 
and Workers — have been 
set up. 

Whilst the voters may 


properly take note of these 
changes of labels amongst 
their elected representa- 
tives, a constitution can 
hardly work unless it 
ignored party labels 

“Citizen’s” second 
ion is whether 1 would 
actively support a change 
of Government policy that 
culiflicted with present La- 
bour Front policies. My 
answer, which 1 gave in my 
letter of 13 Oct., is “No. I 
would not. I should resign.” 

‘ch a change of policy 
Is, however, unlikely for 
two reasons: 

The first is a matter of 
political morality. The Chief 
Minister and his other S.P.A. 
Ministers were elected on 
the Labour Front _pro- 
gramme published in 1954. I 
do not believe that they 
would break the promises 
on which they were el 


quest- 


cted 


and I blame “Citizen” for 
hinting in this way that 
men like Tun Lim Yew Hock 
and Mr. J. M Jumabhoy 





/NO LOCAL 
_ FRUITS 
| AT REST 
HOUSE 


UR Minister of Agricul- 

ture tells us that we 
would be less than patrio- 
tic if we didn’t eat pine- 
apples in the present crisis. 
I agree with him. What is 
more, they are delicious 
and very cheap, However 
let him go into any Gov- 
ernment Rest House in 
Johore and ask for fruit. 
He will get Californian 
canned peaches and canned 
pears, -but there is one 
thing that I can assure 
him that he won’t get and 
that is Malayan pineapple 

Incidentally while he 
in the Rest Houses he 
might make a note of the 
dirt, filth, desolation and 


{decay that Will be obviou 


to the many tourists who 
may be expected to arrive 
in this country. 

LONESOME PINE 
Malacca. 


EVENTS IN 
INDONESIA 


N his visions for 1958 
Mr. Vernon Bartlett 
predicted that another 


government would be set 
up in Indonesia early that 
year. He mentioned the 
island of Sumatra as the 
seat of that government. 


His prediction proved to 
be only too true. The 
Revolutionary government 
(P.R.R.I.) was proclaimed 
in Central-Sumatra on 
Feb. 15 — with Dr. Sja- 
fruddin Prawiranegara as 
its “Premier.” 


Following the events in 
Indonesia today, Mr. Bart- 
lett’s vision for 1959, 
wherein he saw the news- 
paper’s headlines that a 
“military government” 
would be in force in that 
country sometime in March, 
is, indeed, something that 
is poe to be simply ruled 
out, 


I only hope that this 
“crystal ball” will not be 
that clear this time. 


SOETAN MADJOINDO 
Singapore. 


MR. FRANCIS THOMAS: WHY I STAY 


are politically dishonest. 

I have no evidence that 
Tun Lim intends to abandon 
Labour Front policies dur- 
ing the remainder of thé 
life of the present Govern- 
ment: and I should be in a 
better position to judge 
that than “Citizen” can be. 

The second reason is 


commonsense. No new 
policy could be effectively 
implemented in the short 


life left to the present Gov- 
ernment. Consequently to 
introduce a new policy in 
conflict with election pro- 
mises would involve the 
SP.A. in the shame. of 
broken promises without 
any corresponding advant- 
age from carrying the new 
policy out. 

The S.P.A. can, of course, 
if it wishes, propose new 
policies to the voters for 
the next general elections. 
Such promises would only 
be operative if the S.P.A. 
were voted into power and 
would have nothing to do 
with the present Govern- 
ment. 


F. THOMAS, 


_ Secretary General, 
Singapore Labour Front. 
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Wiping Out 


Malaria 


A Malayan-wide campaign 
to wipe out malaria 
begin with a pilot scheme | 
which the Federation Gov- 
ernment hopes to inaugurate 
next year. The conquest of 
malaria will be a long battle, 
for in Malaya the disease is 
not seasonal and there are 
no fewer than five mosquito 
vectors. It cannot be assumed 
that methods which have 
been completely — successful 
in other countries will be 
equally successful here. In 
fact there are very good 
reasons for believing that 
some of the problems will 
be novel, except insofar as 
there have been limited 
attempts to solve them in 
Sarawak and Borneo. Some 
of the Malayan vectors are 
not easily killed by DDT 
spraying simply because they 
find their shade out of doors. 
The response to house spray- 
ing, as the Malaria Advisory 
Board has testified, has been 
far slower and less dramatic 
in Malaya than almost any- 
where else. 

Hence no doubt the im- 
portance of the pilot scheme, 


will 


for which a moderately large | 


town is to be chosen as 
guinea-pig. It will have 
nothing to fear. On the con- 
trary it is to be envied. 
There is very good reason 
for choosing Klang, a town 
in the middle of an area 
notorious in the past for 
malaria, a town moreover 
that is exposed to a new 
threat because of the harbour 
works in its vicinity. The 
tale of adjacent Port Swetten- 
ham is a classic, of course, 
in the annals of malaria 
control, and it is not many 
weeks since the senior en- 
tomologist of the Institute 
for Medical Research, after 
investigations in Klang and 
Port Swettenham, warned 
that the work already carried 
out for the North Klang 
Straits scheme poses a serious 
malaria risk to both towns. 
The Advisory Board, the 
Research Institute, the health 
services and local authorities 
together have made such a 


| clinical 


malaria, are now 
compiled only from medically 
| certified deaths. Nearly eighty ; 
| per cent of all deaths in the | 
Federation are certified by a 
| policeman or a penghulu. 

' Malaria remains much more 
prevalent than the Advisory 
|Board’s figures imply. The 
Medical Department, in_ its | 
last annual report, 


spoke | 


The Facts Of 


'of “highly malarious” districts, | 


jand the Government’s annual | 


| report for last year admits | cache 


the possibility of ‘local | 
| epidemics (of malaria) 
| having gone unnoticed.” Only 
about one-third of the 
population are protected even | 
today by malaria. control | 
measures. So there is much | 
for Dr. H. W. Huehne, the 
new visiting U.N. expert, to 
inquire into before he plans 
the pilot scheme. But with 
complete eradication of 
malaria a_ possibility, the 
undefended villages and 
kampongs will wait the 
result of the survey and the 
initial scheme with expectant 
|anxiety. Eradication will be 
costly; countrywide control 
would cost about $2 a 
head and it would have to 
be maintained for several 
years. If, however, malaria 
can be eradicated, not con- 
trolled in the urban areas 
and on the plantations and 
elsewhere merely hidden 
from knowledge, but wiped 
out altogether, the money 
will be very well spent. 
—Straits Times, Jan. 7. 


Divided Youth 


The Singapore Government, 
the armed Services, and 
various welfare organisations 
are to be congratulated for 
bringing together groups of 
boys from Raffles Institution 
and the Hwa Yin Chinese 
Middle School. A week of 
campfires and other open air 
activity on Pulau Ubin has 
left everyone bursting with 
friendly feelings. No doubt 
there will be more outings 
of this nature, and _ the 
schools will be encouraged 
to engage more frequently 
in inter-school activity. All 
this is to the good. But 
even a dozen _ successful 
picnics and any number of 
joint athletic meets would 
not justify extravagant hopes 
that the division between the 
English educated and Chinese 
educated can be _ easily 
mended. 

The differences 








go deep. 


fine job of control in the | Generations of neglect built 
urban areas of Malaya and! yp resentments among staff 


on the estates. that 
menace of malaria has come | 
to be underestimated. In the | 
last ten years the admissions | 


the | and pupils which exposed the 


|middle schools to evil ex- 
| ploitation and resulted in the 
jdisorders of 1955 and 1956. 


of malaria patients to govern- | Much has changed for the 


ment and_ estate 
have fallen by two-thirds. 
For the last four years the 
number of hospital deaths 
from malaria has been under 
one hundred. It was only 
in 1951 that the number 
fell below 200 for the 
first time. In 1947 the deaths 


numbered over 700, there were | 


altogether 22,000 hospital 
outpatients were treated for 
malaria by government 
dispensaries. The dispensaries 
still deal with over 100,000 
malaria patients a year. The 
real figures of malaria, how- 
ever, the deaths as well as the 
incidence, are unknown. The 
Board’s figures are restricted 
to malaria positively diagnosed 
by microscope and 
Registrar General's figures of 
deaths, although they include 


hospitals | 


better in the past two years, 
in particular the acceptance 
by the Chinese schools of 
full grants in aid which 
made it possible for the 
Government to apply the 
principle of equal treatment. 





' Chinese 


The ground (for political 
agitation in the schools has 
thus been’ rendered less 


7 gnee ge | fertile, and there has been an 
admissions and nearly 000 | 


effective purge of subversive 


'leaders who have sought to 


capture the hearts and minds 
of youth. But all this marks 
only the beginning. If the 
sundered halves of Singapore 
youth are to be 
brought together, a common 





the | 


outlook has to be consciously 


| promoted. The best hope lies 


in enlarging the 

content of education 

| types of schools. 
—Straits Times, Jan. 9. 


common 
in all 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| reorganised, 


Canning 


The pineapple 
on Monday 


talks 
are 


crisis 
apparently 


being confined to the price | ° 


|which canneries are willing 

pay to the smallholders. 
There will be temporary 
relief if agreement can be 
d, but the industry’s 


troubles are much too deeply | 
| months 


rooted for the Monday talks 
to do more than keep the 
‘packers going and the 
growers from packing. But 
| presumably it is now realised 
that the industry must be 
and that if 


ithe packers cannot promise 


| 











the Federation growers a 
new deal then the small- 
holders will have to look 
to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the co-operative depart- 


ment for help and encourage- | w 
The possibility of a, 


ment. 
co-operative cannery has 
been in the Ministry’s mind 
for months, and seems now 
to have been accepted in 
principle, Canneries, however, 
are costly if the machinery 
is modern, and if not 
modern then a _ co-operative 
cannery would be _ headed 
straight for the packers’ 
predicament — except perhaps 
it would be able to employ 
a better labour force. 

Much has been said on both 
sides about the competition 
which Malayan pineapples 
have had to meet from 
Australia and South Africa. 
The packers’ spokesman, Mr. 
Yap Pheng Geck, referring 
to our own comment on 
this competition, has drawn 
attention to a London news- 
paper report that South 
Africa’s £20 million pineapple 
industry faces possible 
collapse “in another four or 
five years” because of the 
drop in prices to farmers 
from canning factories and in 
overseas markets. It sounds 
a long delayed collapse, and 
if the Malayan pineapple 
crisis is as bad as it looks 
then it is possible the South 
Africans will have nothing 
to worry about. At = any 
rate it was Mr. Yap Pheng 
Geck who said in December 
that the Malayan market in 
the United Kingdom was 
being lost to the price 
cutting South Africans and 
Australians, and that in fact 
seems to be the truth of it. 

At two cents a _ pound 
the cost of the pineapple 
is less than one eighth of 
the cost of the pack. 
Obviously the packers must 
look elsewhere for economies, 
inside the canneries them- 
selves. It is no _ secret 
that the canners have been 
at the mercy of their 
own labour force. During 
the inquiry into the Jcohore 
labour troubles there was 
almost incredible evidence of 
virtual sabotage of the 
industry by the unions. At 
that time the Malayan small- 
holder was getting three 
cents a pound for his 
pines, and the Australian 
grower 10.7 cents. Semi- 
skilled labour in the canneries 
was getting $330 a month, 
plus food and accommodation, 
and was putting in a bad 
day’s work. There was 
evidence that the cutters 


refused to slice the pines, 


land against the management's 


orders were turning out cubes 
which the market was re- 
jecting. In one factory the 


ibe a 
| they 
jcan 

| semi-automatic 





| can win back and keep its 





| won't 





cutters refused to use semi- 
automatic machinery and 
“worked as and when they 
pleased.” Conditions may now 
little better, but if 
are as good as they 
possibly be, and the 
machinery js | 
ifully in use, the industry | 
is still hopelessly inefficient. | 


|Semi-automatic machinery is 


one-tenth as efficient as the 
equipment in the Australian | 


. and South African canneries. 


Mr. Yap Pheng Geck, some | 
ago, was authority | 
for the statement that with 
modern machinery the labour 
force in the canneries could 
be reduced by _ sixty per 
cent. Labour will not have 
the new machinery, but its 
opposition to modern methods 
will end, if it is not careful, 
by reducing the labour force 
not sixty but a hundred per | 
cent. The pineapple industry | 


world market if it becomes 
efficient — the modernisation 
of the canneries is only part 
of the answer, if the largest 
part — or it can drag its 
heels and die. If it is 
going to live it will have 
to get its mind above two 
cents for the pine, and 
Ministers will have to stop 
talking about potted durian 
and other lunatic delicacies. 
There is no reason why the 
pineapple canning industry 
, Should not flourish, but it 
unless this crisis is 
made the start of thorough 
reorganisation. 
—Straits Times, Jan. 8. 


Another Quota? 


It is understandable that 
there should be misgivings 
about the suggestion of the 
Federation of Malay Students 
Union that a third of the 
seats in Sixth Form classes 
in Federation schools should 
be reserved for Malay 
students, The case for the 
special position of the Malays 
is strongest when, in addition 
to preserving existing Malay 
rights, it lays emphasis on 
equipping the Malays for 
competition with other com- 
munities. It is weakest when 
the cry is for feather-bedding, 
and when the measures pro- 
posed could be detrimental 
to national interests. Un- 
fortunately this is what the 
Union’s suggestion amounts 
to. The size of the quota 


ivisit to the 


3 


course surely is to make 
more scholarships available 
to Malay students of ability. 
They would be a credit to 


|their community and to the 
| nation. 


Straits Times, 


A Meeting 
Of Minds 


Abdul 


Jan. 8. 


Rahman's 
Philippines was 
not the first foreign tour by 
the Federation's first Prime 
Minister. But that he re- 
garded it as in a somewhat 
different category from his 
visits to Vietnam, Siam, 
Ceylon and Japan—success- 
ful as these tours were—was 
plain from what he said at 
the reception given in his 
honour at Baguio by the 
Philippines’ Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs. He hoped, 
said the Tengku, that his 
visit to the Philippines would 
be the first of a new series 
of contacts between Asian 
leaders which would lead to 
the assessment of South-East 
Asia’s problems and to the 
means of solving them. If 
the Philippines and Malaya 
could make a_ beginning, 
there was hope that others 
within the region could be 
brought to their way of 
thought. The joint comm- 
unique in which the results 
of this meeting of minds in 
Manila were summarised ex- 
pressed this objective with 
greater precision. The com- 
munique spoke of the need 
for closer »cultural ties and 
closer economic collaboration 
and for “frequent meetings” 
among the leaders of the 
region, President and Prime 
Minister agreed on the urgent 
need to raise standards of 
living, and invited the other 
countries of the region 
subscribe to their ideas. 
A meeting of representatives 
of the Philippines and Malaya 
will be the first practical 
step. By then the reaction 
of Malaya’s other neighbours 
will be known, and_ the 
prospects of regional co- 
operation more easily assessed. 
They are improved by the 
emphasis which has now 
been placed on _ economic 
defence against Communism. 
In his South Asian tour 
twelve months ago, the Prime 


Tengku 


to 





is immaterial. What disturbs | 
is the thought that certain 
students, able enough to: 
survive all the examination 


hurdles to the Fifth Form 


and after, should be virtually | 


exempt from the competition 
that others must face. 

It is suggested by the 
Union that Malay students 
already in Sixth Form classes, 
should be allowed to continue 
the course even when they 
are found to have taken 
only a Third Grade in 
the School Certificate and 
Malayan Certificate of Edu- 
cation examinations. To make 
up the one-third quota, 


Union further proposes that | 
Malay students with Grade | 
Two passes 


One or Grade 
should be allowed to join 
the Sixth Form although they 
have failed the entrance test. 
The effect of this exemption 
would be a_ dilution of 
standards which could well 
extend to the University of 
Malaya. No-one will question 
the provision of opportunities 
for Malay advancement. 
in education, especially at the 
university level, the proper 


| treaty 
|has quarantined commitments 


the | 


But | 


Minister advocated a strong 
anti-Communist front. He 
still very much an_ anti- 
|Communist, whose govern- 
ment will not enter into 
diplomatic relations with any 
Communist country as long 
as Malaya is confronted by 
Communist subversion. The 
Federation is not neutral. 
But it is ecpposed' to 
power blocs, and although 
associated with Britain in a 
of mutual defence, 


is 





lunder this treaty from the 
'South-East Asian Treaty 
|Organisation of which the 
| Philippines is a member. 

| There is no better way of 
defeating Communism than 
through co-operation outside 
the military sphere, the basis 
of the regional identity 
which Malaya and the 
Philippines propose. is 
not a question, the 
Tengku pointed out, of 
belonging to power blocs, 
| or of opposing them. It is a 
|matter of mutual action in 
regional interests. There are 
|narrow limits to the growth 
‘of regional trade. There * 


Tt 
as 








4 


no future for a common 
market. But as primary 
producers who must widen 
their economies to sustain 
their fast growing populations, 
the countries of South-East 
Asia face common problems 
whose solution will be made 
easier by common action. 
There are no political anti- 


pathies, no territorial quarrels,|charter on the 


;to happen. 


mine the position of its en- 
lightened leaders. 

Neither side in the M.C.A. 
dispute can possibly want this 
Dr. Lim Chong 
Eu, the president of the 
M.C.A., and his co-authors of 
the new charter on the one 
hand, and Mr. Tan Siew Sin 





and his fellow critics of the 
other, have 


no frontiers to be adjusted.|been ardent advocates of a 


trom 
unity 


The joint summons 
Manila is a call for 
in economic 
firmer foundation than the 
vague political bond of the 
now defunct alliance’ of 
Colombo Powers. 

The consultations and con- 
tacts which the Manila 
communique visualises would 
lead no doubt to _ political 
co-operation in matters of 
regional interest. And why 
not? South-East Asia speaks 
now with many voices, and 
the area’s true interests are 
not going to be expressed 
by Afro-Asian groups whose 


disparate objectives seem to! 


exclude the  unspectacular 
task of co-operation in 
economic development and 
undramatic resistance to 
Communist infiltration. The 
common outlook which Malaya 
and tthe Philippines seek 
offers the first genuine 
opportunity of regional co- 
operation. It is a chance to 
be seized. 
—Straits Times, Jan. 9. 


Crisis fis The 
M.C. A. 


Internal dissension has 
shaken the M.C.A. so often 
and over such a long period 
without tearing the organisa- 
tion apart that the danger 
has been  under-estimated. 
Breaking point now appears to 
be at hand. Four of the 
M.C.A.’s largest branches—in 
Selangor, Perak, Johore and 
Malacca — have rejected a 
summons from headquarters 
to attend a meeting tomorrow 
to discuss the implementation 
of the M.C.A.’s new constitu- 
tion, Selangor’s decision was 
accompanied by a warning 
from its publicity officer, Mr. 
Wong Tham Soon, of “a final 
split” if headquarters pressed 
ahead with the revised char- 
ter against branch opposition. 
Mr. Tan Siew Sin, one of the 
M.C.A.’s national leaders, has 
now taken it further by open- 
ly talking of the possibility of 
a new Chinese political party 
being set up, presumably by 
the dissident branches. I! 
this comes about, there will be 
two parties fighting for the 


allegiance of the Chinese com- ' 


munity, and there might have 
to be a partial reconstruction 
of the Alliance. 

No-one can doubt that such 
a change would confront the 
nation with serious risks. The 
Malayan concept has_ not 
struck deep roots, partly be- 
cause the concept itself is of 
recent growth. Communalism, 
despite all the efforts of na- 
tional leaders of all commun- 
ities, still holds in its grip a 
large section of the population 
—anad not only the Chinese. 
Given these conditions, one or 
the other of two Chinese 
parties might be tempted to 
seek mass support by pitching 
its appeal in a Chinese rather 
than a Malayan accent. This 
in turn would put the non- 
Chinese communities on the 
defensive. and in UMNO’s 
case might provoke a reaction 
that could seriously under- 


|Malayan orientation of the 
| Chinese. They have 


salvation, ®!every opportunity to pledge | 


taken 


loyalty to the aims for which 
the Alliance stands. They 
have insisted that there must 
be unity among the Chinese 
and unity within the M.C.A. 
Yet the immediate prospect is 
a breaking up of the M.C.A. 
and the collision of two par- 
ties that would end in the de- 
struction of their declared 
objectives. 


Set against these risks, the 
quarrel over the _ revised 
M.C.A. constitution appears a 
'trivial matter. Dr. Lim and 
his group want the party 
structure reorganised in the 
interests of unity; the opposi- 
tion agrees that reorganisation 
is necessary. Both sides pro- 
test that revision must result 
in a “democratic” structure, 
although their interpretations 
of democracy pessibly do not 
coincide. The main point of 
difference apparently turns on 
the manner in which the 
charter was voted through. Is 
there no means by which the 
immediate differences can be 
resolved? There must. be 
compromise, as there was 
when Dr. Lim and Mr. Tan, 
among other Alliance leaders, 
joined in drafting the Alliance 
memorandum on the national 
constitution. This is a lesser 
constitution, but the long-term 
issues are nearly as large 

—Straits Times, Jan. 10. 


The Balance 


Labour officials have ex- 
pressed their gratification 
over the absence of major 
industrial unrest in the past 
year. They attribute this to 
the growing maturity of 
union leadership and to im- 
proved employer - employee 
relationship. This is true 
insofar as it means _ that 
unions are no longer under 
the control of leaders who 
look upon them as _instru- 
ments of political subversion. 
Complacency, however, is as 
dangerous as ever it was. 
The Communists retreat only 
to gather strength for fresh 
assault. 

It may be that union 
| leaders are fortifying them- 
|selves with the thought that 
‘Government intervention will 
save them against any new 








attempt at infiltration. But a! 


labour movement which has 
to be saved by Government 
is open to the accusation 
|of being an instrument of 
| Government. The prestige of 
|any labour movement depends 
on its independence and _ its 


own strength. If trade 
unionism is to make any 
real headway it must be 
able itself to outwit and 
out-manoeuvre the Com- 


munists whose strength lies in 


their dedication to Com- 
munist ideology. The same 
dedication of union leaders 
to democratic ideals would 


more than restore the balance. 
—Straits Times, Jan. 6. 


/Rural Democracy 


The Katong, 
and Bukit 





Serangoon 
Panjang-Jurong 


| 


‘ 


districts of Singapore are 
now under the administration 
of their District Councils. 
The postponement of elections, 
however, has meant placing 
these Councils temporarily 
in the hands of nominated 
officials. This hitch in the 
schedule, if the Government 
wants to make a point of 
it, gives the officials time 
to set up the machinery 
and give it a trial run. 
Apart from minor “teething 
troubles” the changeover has 
been smooth. One of the 
more difficult problems will 
be to ensure that multi- 
lingualism in the Councils 
does not act as a_ brake. 
In District Council debates 
any Chinese dialect can be 


spoken, as well as Malay, 
Tamil and English, but there 
will not be simultaneous 
translation. 


There is a tendency to look 
down upon District Councils. 
Nevertheless they are res- 
ponsible for the conduct of 
affairs that affect the daily 
life of the rural population. 
They will deal with public 
health, drainage, the levying 
of rates, building and main- 
taining streets and bridges, 
public markets, bus shelters 
and community centres, Their 
most important function will 
be to narrow the gap between 
the urban and rural 


areas 
by providing as many as 
possible of the amenities 


which the City enjoys. 
—Straits Times, Jan. 8. 


School For 
Malayans 


Among the older generation 
of Malayans national con- 
sciousness is for the most 
part a deliberately cultivated 
attitude. It involves the con- 
trol of prejudices and passions 
implanted by a different kind 
of social, political and educa- 
tional conditioning. The older 
generation are the product of 
an éra which placed little or 
no emphasis on a Malayan 
outlook, Their unconscious 
motivations are still largely 
communal although in normal 
times communal feeling is 
kept in check by reason. But 
in times of stress, when emo- 
tion rather than reason guides 
popular thinking, these moti- 
vations come to the front. 

As long as the older gene- 
ration dominates the political 
scene Malayan consciousness 
will be perpetually in conflict 
with the more deeply rooted 
communal thinking. The 
genuine Malayans will come 
from the generation now in 
school. In an address to the 
Malayan Teachers National 
Congress in Kuala Lumpur, 


great emphasis on the need 
for building a “consciousness 
of citizenship and nationality” 





among those now in school. 
| The young can be conditioned 
|to be Malayans just as their 


| fathers were educated as 
Malays, Chinese, Indians or 
Eurasians. 

Since in their homes the 





| the communal outlook of their 
| elders, the task of training the 
young to be Malayans has to 
|be carried out with greater 
vigour and thoroughness than 
would be required normally. 
This means, as Professor Sil- 
cock emphasised, ensuring 
that the teachers entrusted 
with the training of children 
are dedicated and convinced 





Professor T. H, Silcock laid | 


new generation are exposed to | 


The Straits Budget, Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1959. 


apostles of “Malayanism.” For 
example a great many school 
textbooks are not of Malayan 
‘origin. They naturally have 
ia different orientation. But 
'this non-Malayan orientation 
ineed not he an obstacle. As 
Professor Silcock says, “a good 
|teacher who is keen on pro- 
| moting national unity can 
| actually make the handicap an 
| advantage if he is alert and 
| anxious to make use of his op- 
| portunities.” By drawing at- 
| tention to the nature of this 
|non-Malayan orientation a 
good teacher can increase the 
child’s awareness of being 2a 
Malayan. 

The teachers’ responsibility 
in this respect is made heavier 
by the agitation to preserve 
this or that communal culture 
against real or imaginary 
threats. The creation of a 
Malayan consciousness implies 
the eventual disappearance of 
separate Chinese, Indian or 
Malay consciousness. This, 
from the point of view of the 
communalist, may be a threat 
to his culture. Teachers in 
some schools may not them- 
selves relish the idea of their 
own racial culture being 
superseded by a new national 
culture. Yet unless the teach- 
ers are wholehearted in im- 
planting in the minds of the 
young an awareness that they 
must be Malayan first and 
last, the next generation, like 
their fathers, will remain prey 
tc the old communal anti- 
pathies and prejudices 


—Straits Times, Jan. 12. 





About Time 


The 41-day-old work-to- 
rule campaign of the 500 
workers at Port Swettenham 
has been called off after the 
Railway Administration has 
said it will negotiate on 
the men’s claims. Business 
men, who have been seriously 
inconvenienced by the cam- 
paign which came at the 
height of the Christmas rush, 
will be the first to welcome 
the news. 


The decision to start the 
work-to-rule campaign was 
made suddenly, presumably to 
coincide with the Christmas 
rush. The port workers, all 
members of the Port and Ma- 
rine section of the National 
Union of Railwaymen, decid- 
ed to launch their campaign 
at an emergency meeting on 
December 5. The Administra- 
tion was merely informed of 
the decision though it appears 
that several letters had been 
sent to the Administration, al] 
of which had been “ignored.” 
Nevertheless the N.U.R. itself 
appears to have been slow in 
acting. If it had acted quickly 
or if it had kept in closer 
touch with the section com- 
mittee the campaign need not 
have been started at all. 

It is clear that the Railway 
Administration was willing to 
negotiate and that the workers 
| also wanted to negotiate. The 
| Administration, under the 
jterms of its agreement with 
|the workers, could only deal 
| with and through the secre- 
| tary-general of the NUR 
Better liaison between the Ad- 
| ministration, the N.U.R. and 
{its section could have averted 
| this unnecessary campaign 
—Straits Times, Jan. 12 
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| Missing Library 
| The ‘ 


time in 
} 


Federation lost no 
mi Setting up its own 
division of the university, a 
national museum, a national 


stadium, a mavy and even 
the nucleus of an air forc; 


But it has forgotten its 
national library. The over- 
sight is surprising in view 


of the repeated emphasis on 
the creation of a national! 
culture, At the moment the 
capital’s thirst for reading is 
satisfied through the Kuala 
Lumpur Book Club and the 
philanthrophy of the British 
Council and the U.S.LS. 


One of the complaints 
is the lack of a com- 
prehensive collection of re- 
ference books on Malaya 
The curator of the Nationa! 
Museum, Mr. M.ff Sheppard 
has suggested that Malayan 
reference works in the British 
Council Hall or the U.SIS 
building should be extended, 
But why should the Govern- 
ment leave this important 
work to friendly outsiders? 

A national library is a 
necessary part of the cultural 
awakening of the people and 
the task should therefore be 
a Government responsibility. 
It should become a treasure 
house of knowledge—Malavan 
and foreign—offering free and 
ready access, Singapore has 
converted the old Raffles 
Library into aé_é National 
Library and work has begun 
on a new $2,000,000 building. 
The library is freely avail- 
able to the public and _ has 
books in all the languages 
spoken in Malaya. The Feder- 
ation Government if only as 
a matter of national pride 
(though more is involved than 
that) must take a leaf from 
these books. 

—Straits Times, Jan. 9. 


Pining Away 


A complete review of the 
pineapple industry, as the 
Federation’s Minister of Com- 
merce and Industry suggests, 
is the essential first step in its 
necessary reorganisation. It 
may turn out to be a painful 
business, but the canners no 
more than the smallholders 
ought not to object to the 
modernisation which alone 
can save the industry. All the 
canners know perfectly well 
what the problems are, and 
some of them were ready at 
one time to reinvest in the in- 
dustry and save themselves 
with modern machinery. They 
were defeated by their labour 
force. 

Mr. Tan Siew Sin has called 
the price the canneries pay to 
the smallholders for their 
pines “indefensible by any 
standards.” As the canneries, 
with one exception, have re- 
ifused to disclose their costs 
'to the Pan-Malayan Board 
this description must stand. 
The canners, however, are not 
making much profit from their 
|indefensible standards. There 
is no doubt that the industry 
is in a thoroughly bad way 
because of antiquated machin- 
ery and inefficient and unruly 
\labour. The obvious solution, 
|says the Minister, is for the 
|Government or the Pineapple 
|Industries Board to establish 
| its own fully modernised can- 
jmery and show what can be 
idone. This will take up to 
|two years, unless there is 4 
|modern cannery for _ sale. 
What happens in the mean- 





‘time? It is not easy to sug- 
gest any temporary solution 
junless the canners have 


courage and the two Govern- 
ments are ready to stand by 
them in the trouble they are 
bound to face from labour 
—Straits Times, Jan. 10 
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KUALA LUMPUR 


THE effect of the de- 


i 


vaiued franc on 
Malayan trade will 
be —Well, quite 
frankly, I haven't 
the slightest idea. 
Why? because once 
agaln we are involv- 
ed in all the pro- 
biems__ of moving 
house, and | am pre- 
occupied less by 
evencs in Berlin or 
the convertibility 
of currency than by 
the placing of our 
personal possessions 
and the easy avail- 
ability of my news- 
paper cuttings. 
no ionger iook down 
proudly on Kuala Lum- 
pur from the heights of 
Kenny Hill. I am back 
on the plain, but with a 
garden with old trees, in 
which the ioras are 
nearly as common as the 
bulbuls. I have as plea- 
sant a study as any in 
K.L., but there is the 
worry about Tikus. 


Tikus, despite his name, is 


neither a rat nor a 
mouse, but a tabby tom- 
cat with white patches in 
ali the wrong places and 
an absurd amount of fur 
along his stomach as 
evidence that one of his 
ancestors was a Persian. 


When we found him, crawl- 


ing across Circular Road, 
he was so small, so thin, 
so muddy and so miser- 
able that Tikus seemed 
the most appropriate 
name for him. But, give 
a cat a bad name.... 


Kindness 


As a small kitten, he was 


[F 


with condes- 
Kindness by 


received 
cending 
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World problems are left beh 


a cat takes over 


the two splendid Siamese 
who belonged to the 
house we then occupied. 
Honker, recovering trom 
a paintul contact with a 
motor car, showed a 
long - suflering patience 
that the oide: and more 
powertul nations some- 
times forget to show to- 
wards thelr young and 
exuberant colieagues. For 
a tew weeks, Tikus ruled 
the world. 


But in our next nouse was 


Bimol, large, strong, and 
With a sleek, smootn cout 
that made [ikus_ lovk 
very drab and disheveil- 
ed. And Bimbdi-= most 
naturally showed no 
Kinaly tolerance to an 
aimost aduit newcomer, 
introducea by two fhu- 
Man intruders into the 
home that ne had tooked 
upon as his. 


Tikus did not even know 


which was Bimpi's 
favourite Chair, and nis 
few attempts to play, as 
he nad piayed with Hon- 
ker, were repulsed with 
Nerve-racKlng severity. 


For days, they eyea each 


other, Tikus with an in- 
gratiating and apologetic 
air, Bimbi witn the 
coidest and most con- 
temptuous 100k | have 
ever seen on a feline face. 
And, possibly because we 
had given him so dero- 
gatory a name, Tikus 
turned coward. 


Since we were in possession 


of the house while nis 
master was gadaing 
about on leave 1n Europe, 
poor Bimbi had to be ex- 
pelled every time he was 
really enjoying MNimself 
grabbing clawtuls of 


“VERNON BARTL 


merits... 
comme? 





Tikus’s surpius tur re 
crept around the garden, 
coming in for the attack 
whenever Our backs were 
turned. 


He must nave lost faith in 


human nature when he 
discovered that, thanks 
to our interference, Tikus 
even occupied his 
favourite chair. 


But Tikus’s ventures into 


the garden generally 
ended with his ignomi- 
nious and panic-stricken 
return. He was nicely 
house-trained, and we 
were not always on hand 
to protect him when he 
wanted to go out. I sus- 
pect that he became the 
most constipated cat on 
Kenny Hill. 


A strait-jacket 


These humiliations proba- 


bly accentuated his 
natural fear of the car 
which had brought nim 
from Honker’ to Bimbi. 


Besides, 1 should 


One of the problems of 
moving house was how to 
move the cat. Put his 


legs in an old cushion 
cover, we were aavised, 
but he had _ different 


ideas, and 1 did not feel 
competent to carry on a 
Struggie all the way along 
Maxwell Road, Batu 
Road and Ampang Road 
with a screaming and 
scratching cat. 


myself 
much resent being put 
into a strait-jacket. 


in the event, the Journey 


Was easy, tor Tikus had 
no fight in him. He 
crouched between us, 
with his head hidden 
firmly under my arm. 
Not for him the hockey 
match on the padang 
and the bustle of Batu 
Road. Anad when we 
arrived at our new desti- 
nation he was reiuctant 
to leave the car—mught 
not two Bimbis be await- 
ing him? 


Could I now settle down to 


reading about world 
events? Not a bit of it! 
After an nour of careiul 
exploration vi tne Quuse, 
Tikus went out and got 
himself lost 


Cats, we had read some- 


where, find thelr way 
around with the uncanny 
accuracy of homing 
pigeons We had visions 
of his efforts to get back 
to Kenny Hill along the 
streets he had so reso- 
lutely refused to see. 
Every time a dog barked, 
we saw Tikus' cornered 
and helpless We wan- 
dered round the  neign- 
bourhood, calling his 
ridiculous name and hop- 


When 
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& 
in anti 
Uoieedthientaatenel 


ing people would not 


think us mad 


Early plans 


Generally 1 plan my news- 


paper articies belore 1 go 
to sieep, in tne hope that 
they will write thediseives 
for me during the wightt. 
De Gaulle, Berun reo- 


pies Communes in China, 


Nassers attack on Cuom- 


MullsmMm—seVeral PUssivie 


Subjects. 1 cuuld Nave 
tuckied one O1 them, ues- 
pite a study tuli of un- 
sorted papers ang @ 
Spare room tuli O1 un- 
packed barang. But 
where was likus? 

we nag given olm 
up for 10st and bad turn- 
ed out the bearvuom 
lights, there he Was, Giak- 
ing patnetic noiseés vul- 
Siae the window. But the 
WInGOW [fame was cover- 
ea with wire mesh, new 
in his experience, ana ne 
was aS convinced a i 
Was that he could nvt 
get through it. Wearty, 
1 draggea mysell vut of 
bed and went round to 
_ front door W tet ulm 
n 


He showed his pleasure ana 


gratitude by flupping 
aangerously at my teet 
every two yards dDetween 
the trunt door and cur 
bedroom. He sat tor 
about nall @ minule w 
his OWN DOx al the fout 
ot the bed. 


And then, betore the full 


minute had passed, ne 
haa squeezed = nimseif, 
with dilficuity and with- 
Out dignity, through the 
wire mesh and had dis- 
appeared again into the 
night 


He is sO Obviously deter- 


mined to make up now 
for ali the nours of au- 
venture of which Bimwui 
had robbea him that at 
last, | can get duwn to 
my job again De Gauile 
Berlin Peopie's Com- 
munes..... 
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Why Malaya does not intend to 
join SEATO 


KUALA LUMPUR. 


every Prime Minister talked as much common 
sense as the Tengku, the world would be a 
more pleasant place to live in. 


There would 


be fewer fools buying land on the moon from 
knaves to whom, in any case, it does not be- 


long. 


Before his officia) visit to the Philippines, the 
Manila newspapers had been playing up the 
possibility of an anti-Communist pact between 


their country and Malaya. 


They have as the 


Tengku pointed oui at the banquet on Satur- 


day, so much in common. 


fight 


Communist guerillas. 


Both have had to 
Both are. still 


threatened by Communism from outside. 
But the Tengku made | 


it clear, at the 
Kuala Lumpur air- 
port before his de- 


parture and in his 
speeches since his 
arrival, that his 
method of dealing 


with the danger dif- 
fers radically from 
that of his dis- 
tinguished host. 


His own desire is to improve 


economic relations be- 
tween all the countries of 
South-East Asia. “If I 
proposed an anti-Com- 
munist pact,” he _ said, 
“half those countries 
would be left out.” So 
there will be no anti- 
Communist pact 


At the last session of the 


Legislative Council, the 
Prime Minister said very 
bluntly that he would 
have no diplomatic re- 
lations with any Com- 
munist state while Com- 


munists inside Malaya are 


But he 


it has become 


They would like 


still fighting against its 
democratically elected 
government. 


He could not be accused of 


hesitation in arresting 
people suspected of sub- 
version — indeed, he is 
more often accused of not 
hesitating enough, He dis- 
likes the Communist way 
of life as much as a teec) 
taller. dislikes double 
whiskies. 

believes that “al- 
liances based on antui- 
pathy alone are not of 
much practical value. 
particularly in Asia.” 
quite fa- 
shionable in London and 
Washington to admit that 
the main Commvnist ef- 
fort now is to win over 
Asians and Africans, but 
there are still too many 
people in those cities who 
do not share the Tengku’s 
belief 

him to 
go much further and, tut 
example, to make Malaya 
a full member of Seato. 


The fact 


With 


But are they not think- 
ing less about strengthen- 
ing democracy in Asia 
than about strengthea- 
ing their own side in the 
event of war? 


The undoubted success ot 


the Communists’ from 
Cairo to Jakarta is due 
above ali to the fact that 
they do not talk in terms 
of Military alliances, tut 
of saving Asians and Af- 
ricans from being dragg- 
ed into war. Those of 3 
who have seen what 
Communism has done two 
the countries of Eastern 
Europe know that this 
talk is hypocritical aon- 
sense, but there can be 
no possible doubt that it 
is What millions of Asiaas 
and Africans most like to 
hear. 


This may be unwise and 


unfortunate, but it is also 
very understandable. Aad 
the stronger the Govern- 
ment that offers its si:i- 
ance against Communism, 
the stronger the suspiciun 
among Asians and Alf- 
ricans that they are he 
ing used as pawns by in» 
great Powers. 


Co-operate 





that Seato pro- 
bably saved the existeave 
of Cambodia, Laos 4nd 
South Vietnam three 
years ago no more meaas 
that it is still the cest 
weapon against Com- 
munism today than that 
long-bows, which won 
the British a sensational 
victory at Crecy in the 
14th century, would have 
been equally effective in 
1939 

“Malaya’s one-plane 
air force,” said the Teng- 
ku, it was better to vee 


how his and other small 
countries could co-oper- 
ate in raising their coin- 
mon standard of Ii'ving 


F 


than to sign “defence a:- - 


liances anti-somebody” 


What he did not say since 


he has to be diplomatic, 
was that a small couniry 
which refuses to commit 
itself may have a muse 
genulne sense vt inaepen 
dence than one which 
tags along as the military 
ally of a great Power in 
an “anti-somebody” cru- 
sade, 


Of course a small country 


can choose  neutralism 
Only because there are 
great powers prepared to 
run risks on its behalf 
And it is natural enough 
that people in London or 
Washington should ex- 
pect these newly-inde- 
pendent states to value 
their independence 
enough to fight for it. 


Surely, they argue, Asians 


‘ 


To which 


and Africans, several 
hundreds of millions of 
whom have been granied 
or assisted to indepen- 
dence by the Western 
Powers, should join in :he 


crusade against the 
Communists, who have 
wiped country after 


country off the map? 


argument, it 
seems to me, there are 
two answers One ts that 
the Western govern- 
ments, like any other go- 
vernment, are crusading 
primarily on their own 
behalf. Goodwill apart, : 
is immensely to. their 
interest that Malaya, 
India, Iraq and the rest 
of them should be abie 
to remain independent. 


In the second place—and 


this is the nub of the 


Therefore, 


whole misunderstanding 
between governments 
East and West of 3uez— 
the newly - independent 
States olf Asla and Africa 
believe that they can 
best help in the anti- 
Communist crusade by 
making a success of their 
own democratic systems 


another ten 
thousand acres. brought 
under cultivation, another 
dozen schools’ openea. 
another hundred _§ stud- 
ents trained in agricul 
ture or veterinary science 
— these contributions 
seem to them of greater 
value in checking Com- 
munism than member- 
ship of sume fr ulitary 
pact which has not the 
passionate support of 
public opinion. 


Inevitable 





Some day, when the callous 


disregard for the in- 
dividual which Its inevit- 
able in every Communist 
or Fascist state is more 
clearly perceived, that 
passionate support may 
be forthcoming. But the 
Strains in countries 
where such pacts exist 
—in Japan, for example, 
or Cambodia, or Slam or 
the Philippines them- 
selves — show that that 
day has not yet dawned 


Meanwhile. it seems to me. 


there is a great deal to 
be said in favour of the 
Tengku’s policy of 
strengthening Malaya's 
economy, avoiding inter 
ference in the affairs of 
others, and co-operating 
in those affairs when 
such co-operation is 
welcomed. 
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Mayor to holiday 
in Indonesia 


SINGAPORE, Jan, 4. 
(HE Mayor of Singapore, Mr. Ong Eng Guan, 
left for Jakarta by Air India today amid 
fortnight’s trip to Indo- 
would not merely be a holiday as re- 


speculation that his 
nesia 
ported. 


It is understood Mr. Ong will act as a special 
er voy of the People’s Action Party, of which he 1s 
the treasurer, and meet as many top § Indonesian 
leaders as possible to give them an idea of what 
Singapore’s a.titude to Indonesia would be if the 
PAP forms the new Government after 





HOSPITAL 


PLAN TO 
BEAT 
HOAXERS | 


j 
| 





K LUMPUR, Jan. 4. 
* —-The General Hos- 
pital au-horities here 
have devised a_ simple 
plan to beat jokers who 
cal] out ambulances 
on a wild goose chase. 


They take the telephone 
number of callers and as 
soon as the receiver is put 
down at the other end, the 
number is contacted and 
people there asked if any- 
one had used their tele- 
phone to call an ambulan- 
ce. 


If no one knows about it the 
ambulance is not sent. 


A hospital official told the 
Straits Times today that 
ambulances are called out 
by practical jokers about 
35 times a month. 





Two ambulances 


He said there was an in- 
crease in false calls during 
the Christmas and New 
Year holidays. 


On Christmas Day alone 
ambulances were called 
out five times on wild 


goose chases. 

He added: “What really an- 
noys us is that these jok- 
ers strike at night and 
often cail out the ambu- 
lances to far away places 
like Serdang and Kepong, 


about 12 miles’ outside 
Kuala Lumpur.” 

There are only two ambu- 
lances available at night 


and four during the day. 


Boys’ Brigade to stay 


HAS 3 


the next 


election. 

(A Jakarta message says 
the Indonesian Foreign Mi- 
nister, Dr. Subandrio, was 
at the airport to greet Mr. 
ng). 


He is also believed to have 
been instructed to convey to 
the Indonesians that the PA} 
would strive to establish 
closer ties between the twe 
countries and improve pre 
sent relations, recently des 
cribed as “artificial” by the 
Indonesian Consul-Genera: 
nere, Brig.-Gen. Djatikusumo 

Mr. Ong and Mr. Lee Kuan 
Yew, the PAP secretary-ge- 
neral, who earlier left for 
New Delni to attend an inter- 
national conference of jurists. 
both declined to comment on 
the speculative reports. 


Ahmad, too 





Just before boarding his 
plane Mr. Ong revealed that 
une aSSistant secretary-gene- 
iat OF mis party, lucne Anmaa 
ibranim, would fiy out to join 
uum, prvoadiy O1 Luesday. 

He also admitted that talks 
witn inaunesian leagers 
“could crop up,” but would 
nut elaborate. 

Mr. Ong said Inche Ahmaa 
was to have accompanied 
ium and his wile today but 
was prevented trom auing so 
pecause O1 tne liimess O1 his 
cuud. 

“With Inche Anmad’s heip 
it would be much easier tor 
me to undersiand tne indo- 
acSiaus @ud tneir problems, 
wae adaed. 

Mr, Ong side-stepped ali 
yuestions on his rumoured 
‘special assignment”, bul 
said: “I would strive to 
understand Indonesia's prob- 
lems in relation to Singapore. 

“It must be borne in mind 
that events in_ Indonesia, 
India and China affect us. 1 
uope to bring back the good- 
will and the triendship of the 
indonesian people.” 

Mr. Ong said that the 
Mayor of Jakarta, Mr. Soe- 
coro, who recently paid an 
official visit to Singapore, ‘is 





making all arrangements for 
our stay there.”’ 


FOR | 
MALAYA | 


INGAPORE, Jan. 4.—| 
A Christian college) 
may be established in| 
Singapore or the Fede-| 


ration in the near | 
future. 
“The Malayan Christian 


Council has been considering 
the matter for qu..> some 
time,” said Rev. J. R. Flem- 
ing, chairman of the council. 

He said the main problem 
was finance. “There is a good 
chance of obtaining aid trom 
the United Board of Christian 
Colleges in Asia if local sup- 
port is strong enough,” he 
said. 

Rev. Fleming said the pro- 
ject was linked with the 
present visit to Malaya ot 
vr. Wu Teh-Yao, president ot 
tne Tunghai University in 
rormosa. 


Dr. Wu is now in the Fed- 
erauion “expioring tne 
pusmdlity Ol esiavlisning a 
COfMslal Ubiveroily either 
i) SuugapOre OF We Peacla- 
won. 


Arts, science 


Dr. Wu, a tormer Malayan, 
is Well-knoOWn here as the co- 
autnor ot the renn-Wu Re- 
port on Chinese education in 
maiaya published in 1952. 

me Mas deen sent to Maiaya 
vy tne board ol trustees ol 
sug university at tne request 
of certain local Christian 
,.eaders wno are interested in 
the establishment of a 
vhristian university, 

Rev, Fleming said that the 
college would probably have 
faculties for arts and science. 

He said that the graduates 
of the college could perhaps 
g0 On for degrees at the two 
universities, 

The college would cater for 
all races and peuple ol 
alfferent beliefs but all the 
lecturers would probably ove 
Christian, Rev. Fleming said. 

He added that similar 
colleges had been opened in 
Formosa, Korea and. the 





enilippines with the help ot 
the United Board of 
Christian Colleges in Asia. 


INGAPORE, Jan. 4.— 
About 2.000 small 
growers today resumed 
supply of their pine- 
apples to the five can- 
neries here 





out of Youth Council 


pPoH. Jan. 4. — The 
Malayan Council of 
Boys’ Brigade decided 
at a meeting here yes- 
terday to stay out of 
the Malayan Youth 
Council. 


President of the Brigade 
Rev. R. Butler-White, gave 
two reasons why the youth 
organisation, which is simi- 
lar in character to the 
Scout movement except 
that its membership is res- 
tricted to Christians, decid- 
ed against the MYC. 

Political parties are in- 
volved in the MYC and 
MC8B does not want to be 
identified with any of them 

Membership in the 
MYC would result in the 
Brigade surrendering some 
of its powers and the MYC 
also catered to a_ higher 


age group than the Bri- 
gade 
The Brigade caters for 


boys below the age of 18. 


A junior section—the Life 
Boys—is open to boys be- 
pias the ages of nine and 
12. 


Governor opens 
new school 


The Governor of 
Tun Leong Yew Koh, today 
|opened the new $35,000 Ying 
| Chye Chinese School in Bukit 
|; Rambai. 

The school] has a six-mem- 
ber staff including a Malay- 
|language teacher. 





New office 


JOHORE BAHRU, Jan. 4.— 
| The Registry of Societies and 
| Trade Unions has opened an 
| office in Johore Bahru. Previ- 
| Ously Johore matters in 


j;connection with this registry | 


| were dealt with at Malacca 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 4.— | 
Malacca, | 


porary agreement. by 
the canners to buy the 
fruit at the growers’ 
price. 


The pineapple crisis, which 
| began on Dec. 23 when the 
canners refused to buy the 
| fruit from small growers, took 
| a sudden turn for the better 
yesterday when the canners 
agreed to pay 24 cents a lb. 
subject to conditions 

Mr. Yap Pheng Geck. chair- 
man of the Central Board of 
| Pineapple Packers, said today: 
|“All the packers, two. in 


pore, are receiving smal) 
growers’ fruit from today.” 





Telegram 


He presumed that delivery 
was made on the basis of the 
temporary agreement 
} Each packer, he said, 
| would receive between 10 
to 15 lorry loads of pine- 
apple daily. 

Earlier, the packers’ board 





| layan Pineapple 


and in | 


| 


| 





Johore and three in Singa- | 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





Sir John Hay on 
month’s visit 


LUMPUR, Jan. 3. 
*—A Malay novel 
depicting the “new 
life’ of a Chinese Mus- 
lim convert has been 
awarded the second 
prize of $1,000 ; and a 
silver medal in the 
first novel writing com- 
petition sponsored by 
the Language and 
Literature Agency. 

Its author is a Malay 
schoolteacher Inche Ha- 
san bin Mohamed, of 
Kampong Suak in Kuala 
Kangsar, Perak. The title 
ot the novel is “Musafir 


(A Traveller). 
Inche Hasan was also last 


—_— 

















SIR JOHN HAY, chair- 
man of Guthrie and Co. 
Ltd. and an international 
authority on rubber, arriy- 
ed in Singapore on Jan. 5, | 
in the P and 0 liner Iberia, | 
for a month’s visit, | 


Sir John will visit his 
company’s estates in the 
Federation and have busi- 
ness talks during his stay.— 
Straits Times picture. 
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CHRISTIAN MALAY WINS PRIZE 
COLLEGE FOR NOVEL WRITING 


| A. G. Pawan has been 
pointed 


| Officer in Negri Sembilan. 





year’s winner of a 
stories competition 
nised by the agency. 
There was no award for 
the first prize of $2,000 
plus a gold medal bherause 
none of the 48 novels sub- 
mitted was “up «& 
first class grade.” 


The results of the 
petition were anno 
here yesterday at a 
conference given by 
agency’s director, 
Syed Nasir bin Ismail. 


Other prizes 


Eight people were award- 
ed consolation prizes. They 
will each get a fountain 
pen. 


They are Inche' Yahya 
bin Abu Samah, of Sekolah 
Umum Kampong Pandan, 
Kuala Lumpur; Inche Sal- 
leh bin Daud of Jasin. 
Malacca; Inche Abdul Aziz 
Jahpin of the Information 
Department, Kuala Lum- 
pur: Inche Suratman bin 
Markasan of Singapore; 
Inche Mat Yusof Jantan, of 
Johore; Zakaria bin Salleh 
of Butterworth; Inche Ab- 
dullah bi-. Ahji Abdul Rah- 
man, of Taiping: and 
Inche A. Samad Said of 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Tuan Syed Nasir — said 
he was “gratified” at the 
number of entries for the 
competition. 

He said: “What we need 
now is more money from 
the Government to expand 
our activities.” 


He criticised the Federa- 


hort 
orga- 


+1 
nH 
whe 


com- 
inced 
press 

the 
Tuan 


tion Government for 
“freezing” about $1 million 
last year which was 


earmarked for the agency’s 
new building in Kuala 
Lumpur’s Airport Road. 
The building was to have 
been put up this year. 
Tuan Syed Nasir - said 
the agency would become 
a corporation. Necessary 
legislation would be 
Placed before the Federal 
Council next month. 


Negri post 
SEREMBAN, Jan. 5.—Inche 


ap- 
State Information 


SMALL GROWERS SUPPLY PINE 


PACKERS AGAIN 


were: Individual packers who 
wish to close down before the 
expiry of the two weeks 


Johore following a tem-| Could give three days notice 


and the distribution of the 
fruit should be done by MPIB 
officials. 


Acceptance 


The MPIB replied asking 
for ...mediate acceptance by 
the canners of small growers’ 
fruit at 2} cents a lb pending 


the board. The board 


said 
that any request for 


|the Eastern Cape 


Standard of Dec. 3, which 
Svated: “South Africa’s £20 
million pineapple industry in 
Province 
faces possible collapse 

“If help is not forthcoming 
soon, growers estimate that 


| ‘he industry will survive only 


|; another four or five 
| before it comes to a 


| ning 


lower | 


price could be considered at | 


the same meeting 


The packers’ board ac- 
cepted Subject to condi. 
tions it had earlier made. 
The canners have already 

offered a $40,000 uncondition- 
al gift to the small growers 
pending the fixing ot a work- 
able price for their fruit 
Mr. Yap said he had 
ceived no indications 
the MPIB as to when the 
board meeting would be held 
In a letter to the Stra‘ts 


re- 


'sent a telegram to the Ma-,Canners had found the com- 
Industry | petition 


of Australian 


years 
halt 
Main reasons are the drop !n 
prices to farmers from can- 
factories and overseas 


a 1b] | markets. 
retrospective ratification by | ; 


Glut expected 


“Local markets are expeci- 


;ed to be glutted next season 


frorn | 


with 8,000 tons of fruit which 


the cannergs have been wUn- 
able to take.” 
The circular said that 


the South African industry 
was in the same boat as the 
Malayan industry, and added: 
“Both industries have 10 
big and very valuable home 
market to fall back on l‘ke 
the Australian industry and 


|are thus forced to expor: and 


| Times referring to {ts edi- | 
torial on Saturday on the| 
crisis which stated that the 


and | 


| Board offerine 2} cents a Ib. | South African pineapples too | 
for the ne:.. two weeks on the | Much for them, Mr Yap drew 


basis that the canners buy | attention to a circular 
one-fifth share each of the|the packers’ 


small growers’ fruit 


Two conditions were at- 


tached to the offer. Those | in 





engage in fierce price com- 
etition in world marke's 


against all other producing 
countries. 
“Australian canners, on 


he other hand can export 
to Britain at prices actually 


| below their cost of production 


oo from | 

oar te 
a dated 
The circular quoted an item 
the London Even‘ng 


ane recoup their export loses 
by selling about 60 per cent 
of their total pack in their 
Own home market at substal.- 


‘tially higher prices.” 


The St 
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Yap warns of new 





pineapple crisis 





SINGAPORE, Jan. 5. 
(CHAIRMAN of the 
~ Central Board of 
Pineapple Packers, 
Mr, Yap Pheng Geck, 
today said another 
crisis would develop 
if the Malayan Pine- 
apple Industry Board 
delayed calling a 
meeting to negotiate 
the price of small- 
growers’ fruit, 

Mr. Yap’s warning 
came in the wake of a 
temporary agreement 
reached on Saturday, 
when the packers 
agreed to buy small- 
growers’ fruit at the 
growers’ price. 


Temporary 





The agreement, he said, 
was “only a temporary 
measure to assist sSmall- 
growers and to relieve the 
tension pending the meet- 
ing for price negotiation.” 


Meanwhile, small- 
growers who resumed sup- 
ply of pineapples to five 
canneries—two in Johore 
and three in Singapore— 
yesterday, continued to do 
so today. 


In an exchange of tele- 
grams between the two 
boards on Saturday, the 
MPIB asked for immediate 
acceptance of smallgrowers 
fruit at 2% cents a_ |b. 
pending retrospective rati- 
fication. 


The MPIB said any _re- 
quest for a lower price could 
be considered at the same 
meeting. 


The packers agreed, sub- 
ject to conditions it had 
made earlier and presum- 
ing the meeting would be 
held as soon as possible. 


Mr. Yap said today that 
if the MPIB failed to call 
a meeting by the end of 
the month, it could mean 
the end of the pineapple 
industry. 


He added: “I speak with 
a lot of despondency. 
What is uppermost in the 
minds of most canners is 
that they want to shut 
down because of obstacles 
and interference from all 
sides. 


Red tape 





“There is too much red 
tape and bureaucracy. 

“It is consideration for 
the large number of work- 


' 





| 


ers in their canneries and 
in their plantations, as 
well as the several thou- 
sands of smallgrowers, that 
they still carry on packing 
without sales, chocking 
their godowns and shoving 
themselves to the very limit 
of their financial resources. 

“Whatever one may say 
about efficiency, it is 
undeniable that the Malayan 
pineapple canning industry 
has risen from a_ total 
wreck in 1945 and had al- 
most regained its position 
as a major exporter to 
Britain last year.” 


A welcome 





Mr. Yap hoped the can- 
ners’ unconditional gift of 
$40,000 offered to small- 
growers last Friday would 
not be declined. 


The gift, he said, would 
be a useful nucleus of other 
gifts which would form a 
fund to meet any distress 
that might arise or had 
arisen among smallgrowers. 

Mr. Yap said he would 
welcome any move to esta- 
blish canneries for small- 
growers, because the grow- 
ers would then be better 
acquainted with the econo- 
mics of the packing indus- 
try. 

On the question of a 
Subsidy either from the 
Government or the MPIB 
to assist smallgrowers in an 
emergency, he _ said: “In 
1956, the Pineapple Cess 
Fund came to the rescue of 
smaligrowers by borrowing 
$150,000. 


“I know the fund has 
money now, so why all the 
hesitation to assist them?” 

The parties concerned. 
he added, could’ ensure 
that all smallgrowers bene- 


fitted by the assistance, 
and not only’ those who 
belonged to co-operative 
societies. 

Smaligrowers who did 


not belong to co-operative 
s ocie ties outnumbered 
members by at least five 
to one. 

Asked to elaborate on 
the Malayan crisis which 
began on Dec. 23, in re- 
lation to the world pine- 
apple market, Mr. Yap 
said: “It is not an easy 
thing to just slash prices 
in order to get sales go- 
ing. 


The future 





“From the market angle 
in Britain, this might start 
a price war, which would 
be worse for the industry 
in Malaya as well as that 
in South Africa and Aus- 
tralia.” 

On the future of the 
canning industry, he said: 
“It is inevitable that Sin- 
gapore canners must find 
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a supplement to their pre- 
sent business of canning 
only pineapples 

“In Australia, they can 
other fruits besides pine- 
apples so that if they have 
to pack one fruit at a 
loss, they can always re- 
cover from the other. 


“Australia also has a 
system of sales called 
‘block offers’ and ‘quant- 


ity discount,’ where if you 
buy a certain amount of 
canned fruit, you are under 


obligation to take a cer- 
tain portion in_ pine- 
apples. 


‘If you take a different 
quantity of all the fruits 
the canners assign, you 
get a discount, We don’t 
have anything like it in 
Malaya, and neither does 
South Africa. 


“We have been hoping 
to get together with Aus- 
tralia and South Africa in 
the last 18 months to agree 
on a system of sale for 
our pineapples, so that 
we do not undercut one 
another. 


“But we have not o0een 
able to do so, because each 


has been tackling its %wn 

internal problems 
“Nevertheless, we van- 

not hope to enjoy _ selling 


only to the British "™ar- 
ket, Canada is another out- 
let and the Federation 
Government must do its 
best to get our handicap 
removed in the form of 4 
Canadian tariff on Malayan 
pineapples.” 


Break in 





Mr. Yap said local can- 
ners were trying to break 
into the European market, 
but faced competition from 
Formosa, where both labour 
and cost of production was 
much lower than in Mala- 


ya. 

Certain canneries, he 
added, were trying to can 
crush juice as a by-product, 
but were being hindered 
by regulations concerning 
sub-standard fruit. 

Furthermore, it was only 
a@ prospective by-product 
and not an ecornmmmic pro- 
position yet. 


TONIGHT, members of 
he Malayan Pineapple In- 
dustry Board had _ discus- 
sions with officials of the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry on the pineapple 
crisis. 

Two members of the execu- 
tive committee of the Cen- 
tral Board of Pineapple 
Packers, representing the 
canners, were invited to at- 
tend. 

It 1s understood they re- 
fused to do so because the 
agenda was not disclosed to 
them. 


Villagers 
beat the 
drought 


(PAYABLE [8 ADVANCE) 
Br. Empire LOR STAR, Jan. 5. — 
, Foreign | Padi planters in the 
Sagngere Belaye ° = drought-stricken village 
Town Area (Including (Including | of Bukit Raya, 12 miles 
No Postage Postage) Postage) | from here, were happy to- 
75 $ 6.75 | day because they could 
Quarterty -se++ 8 9.20 $ 5. see get water for their crops 
Half-yearly ......-- 10.40 11.50 again. 
Sees 1s a «a ate 20.80 23.00 27.06 | Led by a state councillor. 


The weekly issues of the Straits Budget can be 


sent by express air delivery service to the 
United Kingdom only at an inclusive rate of 
$24.00 for six months. 


(All The Above Are ia Malayas Currency) 


ANNE AC LECT SEES ELLE ELLE SALLE LLL LLTE DLE LE LSE 


} 
' 
| 
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Mr. Lim Joo Kong, more 
than 500 villagers had 
worked day and night to 
build an 800-foot channel 
to the padi fields. 

This afternoon, the Men- 
tri Besar of Kedah. Teng- 
ku Ismail bin Tengku 
Yahaya officially opened 
the channel. 


~ 


Country before 


self—Khir 


. KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 5. 
A STRONG appeal to teachers to put the in- 
terests of the country before their personal 


interests or those of their families was made by 


j 


| the Minister of Education, Inche Mohamed Khir 


bin Johari, today. 
He was opening the Malayan Teachers National 


| Congress. 








He spoke of the big role 
teachers would have to play 
in bringing about national 
unity through racial under- 
standing. 

He urged the teachers to:| 

Have devotion to common) 
principles to iron out differ-| 
ences in race. 


‘THE PINE 
DRIVE 
GETS OFF 











Instil i Malaya 
among the children. 
Put the interests of the TO GOOD 
country before their own 
and those of their families START 
Book check _ 
oO ; 
LUMPUR, Jan. 5. 
Inche Khir Joharl said | 4 std 
the Government would soon | OB iced Pine- 
appoint a special committee apple is ‘proving a 
to review the question of success. More and 


supply of books to all schools. | 

This move was to _ safe- 
guard children from _ read- 
ing “undesirable books” from 


more housewives and 
members of the gen- 
eral public are res- 


foreign countries which ponding tothe eat- 
might pollute their minds. more-pineapple ap- 

The president of the ‘al by the Minister 
Malayan Teachers National eo y ° 


of Agriculture, Inche 
Abdul Aziz bin Ishak. 
The Chief Marketing Officer, 
Inche Hussein bin Ibra- 
him, told the _ Straits 
Times there was a possi- 
bility of the operation 
continuing even after the 


Congress, Mr. Teerath Ram, 
warned the Government 
against “throwing out 
thousands of children into 
the streets” who had failed 
the secondary school promo- 
tion examination. 

Such a situation would be 


worse than the  present|, Present crisis ended. 
“shooting war in the jungle,”|The operation, he said, 
he said. would help the _ public 


appreciate that the best 
fruit was found at home 
and make it less dependent 
on imports from abroad. 

In Kuala Lumpur, e- 
apples are now on sale at 
five cents each — or three 
for 10 cents. 

Inche Hussein described the 
response from the public 
to the Minister’s appeal 
as “encouraging.” 

Inche Aziz has estimated 
Srelts Weed siped dame 
Tuits wo pen 
at least for the next five 
weeks At three cents per 
pound they had a value of 
$15,000 


Wan Hamid detained: 
He plans to appeal 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 5. 
THE Federation Government today ordered 
_ the detention under the Emergency regula- 
tions of Wan Abdul Hamid, the former Johore 
assistant state secretary, who was arrested in 
Johore Bahru on Dec. 10 on his return from 
Britain after six years. 

The acting Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defence, Dato Abdul Razak, told the Straits 
Times: “Under the present conditions in this 
country, Wan Abdul Hamid is a security risk 
to the nation.” ; 

He added: “He can 


appeal to the commit- 
tee of review 


s _ 
Acting Chief 
e = 

Minister 
PENANG, Jan. 4.—The Al- 
liance whip in the Penang 
State Council, Dr. Lim Chong 
Eu, will act as Chief Minister 
for Penang during the ab- 
sence of Dato Wong Pow Nee. 
Dato Wong and his wife are 
in the Philippines with the 
Prime Minister, Tengku Ab- 


dul Rahman, on a five-day 
goodwill visit. 











instructed to appeal against 
the order of detention. 

| She added: “We will adopt 
in the|the normal procedure and 


usual way.” | ape ee eoieenen.” 
s lieved that Wan 

Wan Abdul Hamid has}! Abdul Hamigq will Go vant to 
been in a lock-up at the| the detention camp at Hatu 
High Street police station | Gajah, in Perak 
since he was brought to Wan Abdul Hamid’s uncle 
Kuala Lumpur about’ twe| Dato Onn bin Ja’afar. pre- 
days after his arrest for | sident of Party Negara, who 
interrogation by officers of : 


is in Kuala Lum , tol . 
the Federation headquarters Lumpur, told the 


Straits Times: “The Alit- 
of the Special Branch. ance Government ig not 
He was visited there this| only afraid of its political 
evening by his wife. Helen | opponents but also of sha- 
who is a sister-in-law of | dows.” 
John Eber. a former Singa- Wan Abdul Hamid was 
nore detainee and former; sacked three years ago 
secretary of the Malayan| from the Johore Govern- 
Formm in Tondon ment and deprived of his 


Wan Abdrl Hamid’s coun- 
sel. Miss P. G. Lim, said this 
afternoon that she had been 


scholarshin In England after 
Aefying an order not to visit 
Russia and China 








eee aa 


no plot— Rose 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 5. 


SINGAPORE'S Chief Justice-designate, Sir 


Alan Rose, 


arrived here 


aboard the Iberia this evening with an assurance that his temporary 


two-vear appointment in the Colony had * 


Sir Alan told report- 
ers that he could not 
comment on the con- 
troversy about his ap- 
pointment, made at the 
end of last year. 

A meeting of Singapore 
lawyers had passed a resolu- 
tion expressing disapproval, 


“There are people who know 
the reasom that I was chosen, 
but I do not. I merely ac- 
cepted the invitation. 


‘Fascinating’ 


“I can ure you that 
there is nothing sinister 
about it. and it is not some 
imperialist pict. 

“I have come to administer 
justice with my fellow 
Justices for a very brief 
period in this very fascinatin 
time for Singapore 

“IT am delighted to be 
here. I have never been here 
before.” he said. 

Sir Alan. who was Chief 
Justice of Ceylon for three 
years up to 1955. will be 
sworn in as Chief Justice 


here by the Governor. Sir | 
Willam Goode. 


at Govern- 
ment House. 


the Solicit- 
or-General Mr A V. Win- 
slow. and the Commissioner 
og Mr A E G 
Blades. 


Singapore. 
He hes | o— granted leave 
from his present post in 
Britain as chairman of the 
Medica! a 2 Tribunal 


S’PORE MAN 
IN PEPPER 
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Alliance acts on in 


‘nothing sinister about it. 


Ipoh boycott 


IPOH, Jan. 5. 


HE Perak Alliance committee will overrule 
the recommendations made last month by 
the Ipoh UMNO to concede a walk-over in a 
forthcoming town council by-election, and to 
boycott the committees of the Ipoh Town Coun- 


cil. 
The secretary of 


he state Alliance, Inche 


Hussein bin Noordin, tol id the Straits Times today 
that a directive will go out to the Ipoh area Alli- 


amce committee to contest 


the by-election and 


telling them that there must be no boycott of any 


town council committee. 

The directive will also ask 
the Ipoh area Alliance com- 
mittee te cal] for nmomination 
of candidates by the UMNO 
the MCA anc the MIC. so 
that a final selection can 
be made. 

The by-election is for a 
seat in the Menglemba ward 
vacated by Mr. Cheong Par * 
Keen who resigned th 
from the council and the 
National Association of Pe- 
rak because of disagreement 
with his party officials. 

Nominations for the by- 
election close on Jan 31 

The Ipoh UMNO had de- 
cided to recommend not to 
contest the by-election be- 
comme it would cost the Gov- 

rnment between $4000 and 
$5,000 


Explanation 


The branch aiso felt that 


clear-cut Mapority to see 
what ther ——, _& in the 
town council uring the 
year 


Inche Hussein explained 
today that the Alliance did 


inot favour comceding walk- 


overs im elections at any 
lanel. 

“Byren if we should lose the 
seat and remain im the mi- 


nority our members on the 
co yunci] shoulg be the oppo- 
Sition and continue to serve 
the electorate in whatever 
Tm 4 





nper they can.” he added 
Referring ic the Ipoh 


UMNO's recommendation to 
boycots town council com- 
mittees Inche Hussein said 


that as elected representa-" 


tives the Allance members 
had a duty to discharge. 


This dut could mot be. 


full if they boycotted 
the committees where the 
main work of the councii 
was done 

The boycott was recom- 
mendeg by the Ipoh UMNO 
because it comsidereg the 
allocation of seats on th 
committees by the Progres- 
sives was “unfair~ 


Malayan leaves 
for N.Z. talks 


TAPAH Jan. 5. — Alliance 
Pederal councillor Captain 


Abdul Hamid Khan (Batang 
Padang comstituemcy). ‘e!t 
here today for Singapore on 
his war 7 New Zealand to 
attend a conmferemce of the 
Royal In tat of Interns- 
tional] Affairs 

He will be the only dele- 
gate _ftrom Malaya for the 
fort ht comferemce which 
cate om Jam. 19 in Welling- 
tom 


The Straits Budget, Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1959. 


My appointment is UN expert 


to help 
= beat malaria 


8 years 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 5. 
A UNITED Nations Organisation expert on 
*4 malaria eradication arrived here by air from 
Saigon today and announced that the Federa- 
tion Government will conduct a three-year anti- 


malaria pilot scheme starting next year. 
Dr. W. H. Huehne, the secretary of the U.N. 


anti-malaria co-ordination board for South-East 


Asia, said that after the pilot scheme, an intensive 
five-year eradication plan would be launched to rid 
the country of malaria by 1968. 


OMmorrow the Federa- 
uty Director of| 
Medical Services, Dr. Moha- | 
med Din will accompany | 
Dr. Huehne on a visit to the 
Siam-Malaya border re- 
gions where they will study 
the local malaria situation 


The plan 


They intend to devise a 
scheme which will prevent 
people suffering from ma- 
laria carrying the disease 
from ome country ‘vo an- 
other ‘ 


Dr. Huehne said tnet the 





a FORMER 


pilot scheme wWou'dg provide | 


valuable information about 
Malayan mosquitoes. the 


manner in which they! 


spreag malaria. and what) 
imsecticides were most effec- | 


tive against them. 


The scheme would > con- 


@ucted in a Federation town 
with a population of about 
50.000. he added. 


75 deaths 


All houses in this town 


would be sprayed thorough-: 


ly as opposed to the usual 


practice of spraying the 


breeding grounds. 


Dr. Huehne, quoting from | 


a Medica] Department re- 


people in the  Federaticn 


were hospitalised by malaria | 


in 1956. More than 75 of 
these ei 


Dr. Huehne has conducted 
Similar anti- malaria com- 
paigms in Borneo and Sara- 
wak 





Gammon awarded a Aarbour contract 
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FIGHTER 
WILL STUDY 
MALAYA 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 2.—A 


lawyer who was a 
fighting member of a 
former underground 
independence move- 
ment in Israel is in 
Singapore to study 
economic and politi- 
cal conditions. 


|Mr. Shimeon Kotler. 30, 1s 


Staying in Malaya for a 
few days on his way to Is- 
rae] from Australia, where 
he studied for two years 
at the University of Mel- 
bourne for an M.A. degree. 


port. said that at least 6.490 | Kotler, admitted to the 


Israeli Bar in 1953, de- 
cided two years later to 
Suspend his legal practice 
to accept ai university 
Scholarship. 


Seek job 


Today he told the Straits 
Times that on his return 
to Israel he would seek a 
job in which knowledge of 
—— -East Asia would be 
use ui. 


He had three alternatives itn 


mind — a journalist's S pos 
Ea 


ae 

t 

spec lai e in Sou 3th. st 
a 

a Ob in a 

™ dea ing 

or the 








officials 
ir sib 
tio 
> after an 
nearly three 
$110.( 000 for 
rural works 
JOHORE BAHRU., J 
RIDA allocated $110,000 to 
Tahae for building y 





IQf0 J bi : 
1998. The balance of this 


Will be used this year for 


completing revoted schemes 
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Sacked City Engineer pleads 
to review case 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 6. 


| former Chief Engineer, Extension Waterworks, Mr. 
W. S. Stredwick, whom the City Council recently dis- 
missed without notice, today requested the Council to 
reconsider its decision ‘and thus uphold my reputation as 


a water engineer.” 


He submitted in a 10-page memorandum 
to the Council that the report of a committee 
on the Murnane Reservoir was “biased, mis- 
taken and unreasonable, and is most damag- 
ing to my reputation as it may be believed by 
technical and non-technical persons not in 
possession of the truth.” 

He asked the council to reconsider and reject 


the committee’s report. 


The memorandum was submitted 


through 


his lawyers in Singapore. Mr. Stredwick is now 


in New Zealand. 

The committee 
which recommended 
Mr. Stredwick’s.§ dis- 
missal without notice 
said in its published 
report that the reser- 
voir “as it stands at 
present is not serving 
its purpose” and added 
that the sole responsi- 
bility rested with Mr. 
Stredwick. 

“In our opinion he was 
negligent in exercising his 
professional skill and abi- 


lity on behalf of the Coun- 
cil,” the report said. 


The Council accepted the 
report and the committee’s 
recommendation that three 
months’ salary due to Mr. 
Stredwick ($10,500) be 
withheld — to be set off 
against expenditure to put 
the reservoir “into such 
condition that it may serve 
the purpose for which it 
was built. 


Experience 





Referring to the com- 
mittee’s report, Mr. 
Stredwick made the fol- 
lowing submissions: 


HE COMMITTEE AND 

PROCEDURE: The 
committee’s chairman (Mr. 
P. C. Marcus, Chief aAd- 
ministrative Officer) -or- 
merly held the position 
of Senior Assistant Trea- 
surer, “During the inquiry 
he apparently acted as the 
investigating officer, then 


Colombo delays put. 


| finally as one of the judges 


as the chief prosecutor and 


of the charges 
against me. 

“Of the three other mem- 
bers, not one had had ex- 
perience in building Jarge 
water-retaining structures, 
but no evidence was given 
or sought from any person 
experienced in building 
such works.” 

(The three other mem- 
bers were Mr. Wang Tsun 
Hao, a_ councillor and 
head of a_ contracting 
firm, Dr. Ng Wah Hing, 
City Engineer, and Mr. 
Goh Kee’ Song, an ac- 
countant and now acting 
Registrar of Vehicles.) 


Mr. Stredwick was rut 
permitted to question wit- 
nesses and he was not given 
a copy of the verbatim re- 
ports of the meetings. 
Certain information he 
wished to place before the 
committee “was not made 
available.” 

“The committee was nei- 
ther constituted in ac- 
cordance with municipul 
bylaws nor in conformity 
with normal practice, and 
did not observe the ele- 
mental principles of ra- 
tural justice.” 


Approval 


brought 





UTHORISATION OF 

MONEY FOR THE RE- 
SERVOIR: The report said 
that Mr. T. P. F. McNeice, 
then President of the 
Council, informed the Co- 
lonial Secretary that the 
Council had approved a re- 


up freight rates 


TNHE British and Continental ippl 
Conferences announced today that shipping | 
increase their) 


lines engaged on this 


route will 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 6. 
Colombo 


freight charges from Feb. 2. 


The 


been 


Colombo. 


“Since the rates to 


lombo were last reviewed, in- | Colombo, 


creased 
charges, 


port and 


coupled with 


marked deterioration in the} 
rate of working have resulted | 

a substantia] increase in|Colombo Freight 
the actual cost of discharging 


argo,” it added. the congestion in Colombo 
“It is now apparent that | had increased recently and 
the lines ean look for no early | the surcharge had been im-| 


announcement, | 
made simultaneously in| 
London and Rotterdam, | 
said serious delays had 
experienced in 
recent months by ves-| 





labour | freight rate of 20 


The exact 


A member of the 


substantial improvement and| posed because of this. 


they cannot 


involved.” 


continue’ to} 
bear the whole of the costs| diminished, the 
| would be abolished. 


If and when 


Shipping | 


percentage of 
the increase was not 
known, 

Two weeks ago, the Japan-| 
Colombo Freight Agreement 
announced the levying of a/| 
sels awaiting berths at)}«congestion surcharge” of 20 | 

|shillings per ton on all) 
Co-| cargo from Japanese ports to) 
additional] to the 
shillings 
per ton which had remained 
unchanged 


made | 


Japan- 
Agreement 


|told the Straits Times that 


congestion | 
surcharge 





servoir scheme—estimated 
cost: $7,000,000. 


The approval of the 
Governor-in-Council was 
given on April 1, 1952. 


“In mentioning the over- 
sight of the Government in 
not conveying this appro- 
val to the Council, the 
committee overlooked the 
fact that the President of 
the Council was also a 
member of the Governor’s 
Council and was’ without 
doubt at the meeting when 
sanction was given. 

“Whilst it is conceivable 
that the President did not 
convey the Governor-in- 
Council’s approval to the 
appropriate committee and 
the Council, it is incon- 
ceivable that such a gigan- 
tic project could have 
gone through or did go 
through without the will- 
ing sanction of all con- 
cerned.” 


CCOUNTANCY: It was 

manifestly unfair to 
lay the blame on him for 
an unsatisfactory system 
of accountancy, which was 
the responsibiiity of the 
City Treasurer’s and City 
Auditor’s departments, Mr. 
Stredwick said. 


OST: The original 1948 
estimate for a 25,000,- 
000-gallon reservoir was 
$5;000,000. The cost of the 
Murnane Reservoir of 56 
million gallons capacity 
was less than $5,400,000. At 
1948 rates of labour and 
material it would have cost 
less than $5,000,000. “Size 
for size, it has therefore 
been built at half the esti- 
mated cost.” 


QUIZE: The committee’s 
he) report said there was 
no Council design to in- 
crease the original ap- 
proved capacity of 25 mil- 
lion gallons to 56 gallons. 
But the reservoir had 
been subsequently des- 
cribed as 50 or 56 million 
gallons capacity in annual 
reports, on plans and in 
the Press. “No further 
proof seems necessary.” 


were 4 The = _ report 
said the reservoir had 
not been used to store wa- 
ter. But it also said that 
between July 25, 1956 and 
May 17, 1958, one or other 
of the tanks was in use for 
a total of 463 days. “These 
two statements are tho- 
roughly contradictory.” 


EAKAGE: “The 
ant fact is 

cure has been found and 
that the present leakage 
(still surprisingly the sub- 
ject of complaint) from the 
16,000,000 - gallon’ section 
has beén shown on the 
highest authority in the 
United Kingdom to be only 
two-thirds of that to be 
expected from a_ reservoir 
of its size having no de- 
fects. 

“The present leakage 
when the reservoir is full 1s 
less than 5,000 gallons a 
day and not 10,000 as men- 
tioned in the report 

“This amount of leakage 
conclusively proves to any 
reasonable prudent person 
that the concrete lining of 
the reservoir and the joints 
are superlatively sound.” 


Design 
ESIGN: The committee 


said it could not un- 
derstand why the ‘more 


import- 
that a 





expensive concrete 
was used. 

“The difference in capital 
cost did not warrant the 
additional! maintenance 
cost of a_ bitumen-lined 
reservoir, and this was ex- 
plained to the commit- 
tees when the tenders were 
considered ” 

CL peberiggee 
that 


lining 


“To allege 
supervision was 
inadequate is to overlook 
facts and is contrary to 
the opinion of many local 
engineers who were int- 
erested in and visited the 
project. 

ESPONSIBILITY: “The 

report states that the 
sole responsibility for the 
reservoir "not serving its 
purpose’ rests with me. 
That is not so. The Coun- 
cil stopped me finishing 
the second section of the 
reservoir three months 
previously, otherwise it 
could have been in full use 
at the present moment.” 


There was a delay of six 
months in adopting his 
suggestion for curing the 
leakage which has since 
been proved effective. Nine 
months had thus been lost. 

“The fact that nine at- 
tempts were made to. re- 
medy the leakage shows 
that the matter was taken 
seriously and resolved _re- 
solutely. The work to finish 
the reservoir can be done in 
a short time and there is 
no reason why it should 
not serve its purpose for 
the next 100 years.” 


Mr. Stredwick concluded 
by referring to waterworks 
for which he was respon- 


sible 
A delay 





“Because of these works, 
the magnitude of which 
equalled the largest being 
undertaken for water sup- 
ply in the Commonwealth 
at the time, Singapore, 
previously having an acute 
water shortage, has enjoy- 
ed a pure wholesome and 
abundant water supply for 
seven years, and by the 
end of next year would 
have had a further 25 mil- 
lion gallons a day avail- 
able covering the next 
seven years’ growth.” 


By the Council stopping 
further waterworks exten- 
sions, in favour of the 
Johore River project, pro- 
vision of more water would 
be delayed by four years. 
And $30,000,000, instead of 
$13,000,000, would be spent 
for the same amount of 
water. 

“Not content with accu- 
sations of negligence on 
my part,” he added, “the 
committee © has wrongly 
terminated my contract 
and caused the Council to 
withhold from me _ three 
months’ salary and leave, 
to which I am advised 
am legally entitled.” 

Mr. Stredwick left Singa- 
pore at the end of October 
last year, after lodging a 
claim with the Council for 
the three months’ salary 
which was withheld. 








Government urged 


to relax school laws 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Jan. 6.—The Fed- 
eration Government 
was urged today to 
relax regulations re- 
garding the establish- 
ment of private 
schools as one of the 
measures to relieve 
the acute shortage 
of accommodation in 

Malayan schools. 

The appeal was 
made by the president 
of the United Chinese 
School Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, Mr. Lim Lian 
Geok, when he opened 
a discussion on “public 
support for education” 
at the Malayan Tea- 
chers National Con- 
gress. 

The three-day conference 
at the Methodist Boys’ 
School hall will end to- 
morrow. More itaan_ 100 


teachers from all parts of 
the country attended. 


Criticism 


Mr. Lim criticised the 
Government for discourag- 
ing public spirited people 
from giving all-out finan- 
cial and other forms of 
voluntary assistance to- 
wards education in this 
country. 

He said: “It is a well- 
known fact that thousands 
of children are being driven 
into the streets because the 
Government is unable to 
find room for them in 
schools 

“It is also a matter for 
regret that public spirited 
people are being discour- 
aged from applying’ for 
permits for the establish- 
ment of private schools to 
ease this problem.” 

Mr. Lim suggested that 
the Government should do 
some “quick thinking’ to 
solve this problem of ac- 
commodation otherwise it 








lMr. J 


would be confronted with a 
yet bigger problem — of 
schoolboys becoming gang- 
sters. 

Mr. Lim said: “It would 
be wise for the Government 
to abolish all the old rules 
and regulations regarding 
the establishment of pri- 
vate schools. 

“This is an important, ur- 
gent task.” 


Oppositions 

The president of the 
Standard Type Malay Pri- 
mary School Teachers’ As- 
sociation, Inche Ahmad bin 
Abdul Rahman, opposed re- 
laxing in Government's 
control over schools. 


There was danger, he 
declared, that some of the 
schools might be used for 
un-Malayan activities and 
education which would not 
-- beneficial to this coun- 
ry. 


The adviser to the Chin- 
ese School Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, Dr. Y¥. C. Yen, 
praised the missionaries 
and the Chinese communi- 
ty for suporting educa- 
tion in Malaya in the past 
years. 


He said: “The Christian 
people have given a fine 
example of public support 
for education by estab- 
lishing English schools 
throughout the Federation. 
while the Chinese 
other communities have 
done more or less the same 
in establishing other langu- 
age schools throughout the 
country.” 


Telecoms man 
retires 


KUALA LUMPUR. Jan. 6 


The Assistant Controller of 
the Telecommunications, Mr. 
F. 
| air for Singapore on his way 
ito Australia on 
under the 
|}scheme. * 


J. Harding, today left by 


retirement 
Malayanisation 


He is being succeeded by 
Shepherd. 
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W di tor’s jewels 
nish from bank vault 
PENANG, Jan. 6. 
ETECTIVES called to the Ban Hin Lee Bank here last night to in- 
vestigate the disappearance of $62,600 in cash and jewels from a 
private safe deposit box of a woman director of the bank were faced 
- a pep with two riddles. 
. How did the 
$35 million plan to ™™ : S3° & 
| jewels vanish? The de- 
a | posit box was secured— 
Ca ita like all the others—in a 
move Special steel] compartment 
| crag need —— front of 
, ae e bank’s strongroom. 
- - KLANG, Jan, 6. ‘RIDDLE Two : There was 
HE Selangor Government has taken the first. sien.ate worth hes 
_ _ Step in its $35 million plan to transfer the| inthebox. Why was the 
State capital from Kuala Lumpur. It has ap-| remaining $50,000 worth 
: , dit f $2 illi f ..| Jeft untouched? 
proved the expenditure of $2 million for ac-| Poli 
quiring 500 acres of land here. | olice told 
State authorities have} one, gs apne, cash, be- 
ici. | eng 
BANK OF agreed _to the acquis! Kin, 60, widow of the bank’s 
tion price and a “freeze|founder, millionaire towkay 
CHINA TO price” of $4,000 an mere |e See oe Se 
ha b on he | e reported the \oss— 
— the | $4,800 in cash and $57,800 in 
: | jJewellery—yesterday evening 
WIND UP The site of the new capi-|after she had opened th: 
tal is at Tremelbye Estate.) box for the first time in six 
three miles along the Klang- | Weeks. 
FEDERA TION Banting trunk road. |} Madam Lee told police she 
Pre we some jewellery from 
; ner deposit box on Nov. 24. 
Money needed \She returned the jewellery 
BRANCHES: later. 
To speed up the transfer, Cases empty 
F CIA a State Commissioner for 
0. FI L land is to be appointed soon.|, That was the last time she 
according to an informed! had opened the box. Every 
source. Collectors of lang re-|thing was intact then. she 
INGAPORE, Jan. 6.— venue in all fhe districts will | ahd. lal . ins 
The Ba of China | work under the commission- | esterday she went to the 
naidemeie sl Kuala /|¢! whose office will be in|bank and opened her de- 
Kuala Lumpur. | posit box. A number of the 
Lumpur and Penang It will be som before |J@Wel cases were empty. 
are making prepara- some years before |" The missing jewellery in- 
: ‘ : all the state departments are/cluded one set of diamona 
tions to wind up, Sin- | moved to Klang. More money | krossn Bie we ge mg 
gapore headquarters |will have to be sought for/two pairs of diamond ear. 
of the bank announced | thls purpose. ‘rings valued at $10,000 and 
today. _Funds are expected from|$6,000; a $5,000 diamona 
A spokesman of the bank [the sale of buildings, in-| bracelet, and a solitaire ring 
said: “We have no alter- |cluding the State Secretariat; also worth $5,000. 
native but to do so accord- |sn8 Education Office, to the; The jewellery was not in- 
ing to the law.” Federal Government. | sured. 
He said the manager c° = 
the Kuala Lumpur branch 
had received verba]  in- ere ant D 
structions from a Federa- 
tion a — 9 
sentative that the an 
must be liquidated within h fe S 
three months. onour or ore 
Bank’s policy SINGAPORE, Jan. 6. 
cme ia iA ROLL of honour listing the names of merchant 
PB wong ao seamen and fishermen who lost their lives in 
since 50 years ago to in- |the Second World War—including an estimated 
dulge in business and | 1,000 to 1,500 from Singapore—was presented to the 
nothing wee. eat 
“This policy was ‘ald | In making the presenta- ———— 
SS SS |tion, the Far East represent-|ed the British Government, 
in London and it will re- jative or the British Ministry |on behalf of the Government 
main the same in future. |0f, Transport and Civil Avi-|and people of Singapore. for 
“If the law says that |@Uon, Mr. A. M. Houghton,|the “exhaustive compilation 
we have to wind up, we | said: of the heroes of the Second 


have no alternative, but to | “The roll of honour is in| World War.” 


obey the iaw.’ 

It is understood that the 
bank’s branches in Kuala 
Lumpur and Penang have 
set aside large sums of 
money to cope with de- 
mands for withdrawal! of 


three volumes and contains 


; the names of 33,000 merchant 
j}jseamen and fishermen. 


“About 8,000 Asians are 


named in the roll of honour. 


Unfortunately, it was not 


| possible to ascertain exactly 


ee ae el ca as |hoW many came from Singa- 
e spokesman said U re but it is estimate 
Bank of China in Singa- | Po B, emenaies Shes 


pore would be prepared to 
accept family remittances 
to China from their clients 
in the Federation by post 
Chinese in Singapore 
and the Federation remit 
an average of one million 
dollars a month to their 
relatives in China 





they number 
and 1,500” 

Mr. Houghton said he had 
served in the merchant navy 
during the war and has 
“undying memories of the 
hardships and dangers that 
sailors had to undergo”. 

Mr. Chew Swee Kee thank- 


between 1,000 


Police inspector found 
shot dead in room 


ALOR START, Jan. 6.—In- 
spector C. Vasudevan, 32, 
officer-in-charge, Gurun 
Special Constabulary, was 
found shot dead early to- 
day in his quarters at On 
Jin Estate, 24 miles from 
here. 

A special constable on sentry 
duty outside the quarters 


heard a shot at 1 a.m. He 
peeped through a window 
and saw Insp. Vasudevan 
lying in a pool of bleod. 


The officer had a wound in | 


the head. Nearby was his 
pistol. The body was taken 
to the Alor Star mortuary. 


/Insp. Vasudevan, a bachelor, 


was transferred from Ma- | 


lacea last month. 


He said that .the roll of 
honour would be kept at 
Raffles Museum. 





_Diefenbaker’ 
says ‘thank | 
| you’ with | 
gift of $25 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan, 6. 
—The Canadian Prime 
Minister, Mr. John Diefen- 
baker, has sent a gift of 
$25 to the aborigine head- 
man, Batin Alim, who 
gave him a 30-year-old 
blowpipe and a quiver of 
darts during his visit to 
Malaya in November. 


A spokesman of the 
Aborigines Department said 
| today Batin Alim_ shared 
the money with four other 
aborigines who agreed to 
the gift for Mr. Diefen- 
baker. 





SINGAPORE, Jan. 6. 
THE crucial talks 
between pine- 


apple canners and 
small growers on 
the price of the 
growers’ fruit will 


be held on Monday. 


The date was fixed 
by the Malayan Pine- 
apple Industry Board 
as some packers in 
Singapore and Johore 
threatened to give 
three days’ notice be- 
fore withdrawing their 
temporary acceptance 
of 24 cents a Ib for the 
growers’ fruit or sur- 
render their packing 


licence. 

Mr. Yap Pheng_ Geck. 
chairman of the Central 
Board of Pineapple Pack- 
ers, said: 


Urgent calls 





“I have received urgent 
telephone calls from both 
the small growers and 
packers asking when the 
meeting on price would be 
held. 











| Minister for Education, Mr. Chew Swee Kee, today. | 


| Several 


‘ANOTHER 
CHANCE 








FOR 2,000° 


| report from Britain  pu- 








| 


PLEA BY | 
PARENTS | 








ENANG, Jan. 6— 
Parents of 2,000 
over-age Malay stud- 
ents who were asked 
to leave when their 
schools re-opened on 
Jan. 4, plan to peti- 
tion the Minister of 
Education, Inche Mo- 
hamed Khir Johari. 


The students, who are over 


13 years old, were asked 
to leave Malay  schovois 
throughout the state in 
accordance with the Ra- 
zak education policy. 

hundred parents 
Mave called on_ school 
heads to plead for another 
chance for their children. 


Memo planned 





} 
| 
| 
| 
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PINES CRISIS: 
NEW TALKS 


“I have been told = that 
some canneries are getting 
impatient and want to 
serve three days’ notice o; 
hand in their packing 
licence. 

“And I fear that even if 
the present crisis is solved 
one or two canneries might 
close down permanently 

A small growers’ spokes 
man told the Straits Times 
that the meeting would be 
held in Kuala Lumpur in 
Federal House. 

He said the canners'’ gift 
of $40,000 to the growers 
made through the MPIB 
on January 2 pending the 
fixing of a workable price 
for their fruit, would also 
be discussed at the meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Yap today confirmed 
that a cannery in the Fed- 
eration was planning to 
close down. 

He declined to give the 
name of the cannery 
but said that it was pack- 
ing only its 9wn  plant- 
ation fruit and did not buy 
from small growers. 


Market reporr 





He said: “Unless’_ the 
MPIB and the Governmeni 
face the reality of the sit- 
uation and abandon  bu- 
reaucratic procedure, pack- 
ers may not be interested 
in continuing in the busi- 
ness.” 

He said his board was 
now negotiating with the 
Metal Box Company for a 
reduction in the price of 
cans. 


Mr. Yap said he had re- 
ceived the latest market 


blished in the Public Ledg- 


er for the week ending 
Jan. 3. 
The Ledger says: “On 


Pineapples, conditions are 
still rather quiet. Buyers 
have not yet appeared to 
have made up their minds 
whether or not Malayan 
pineapple reductions are 
sufficient to meet South- 
African competition or 
whether South-African 
choice grade pines are g0- 
ing to sell in competition 
with established Australian 
brands.” 





= | Federation 


unions — 
struck off — 


faeces ae acad 


| of clerks’ — 
| 


Parents of over-age pupilsin | 
the Relau Malay School, 
Bayan Lepas, decided last 
night to send a memor- 


| 

UALA LUMPUR, Jan. 6. 
} —The Registrar of Trade 
Unions, Mr. J. G. Adams. 
he | has cancelled the re- 
andum to the Ministry of | gistration of the Malayan 
Education. | Federation of Clerical and 
“We will ask the Ministry to | Administrative Staff Unions. 
do everything possible to | The MFCASU is_ the 
save our children from oe- largest union of “white 
coming a nuisance in the | collar’ workers in Malaya 
kampongs, one | with a membership of over 
said. | 6,000. It was formed in 

Other parents are expected | October 1949. 
to petition the Ministry. | It is reliably understood 
Inche Abdullah bin Ahmad, | that the registrar has taken 
a farmer from Kampong | action against the union 
Perlis, said he sent his son | for “wilfully contravening” 
to school four years ago so | the trades union ordinance. 
that he could join govern- The specific offence: Fail- 
ment service later. 


parent | 





ure to submit annual _ re- 
“I don’t want him to ve a | turns for the year ended 
farmer like myself, but March 31 1958 in the “pre- 
now it looks as if he won't scribed manner” by the 
be able to continue his due date. 
schooling,” Inche Abduilah _—__—— 
said. 
HOSS, | Drug dealers 
e 
Postmaster off combine _ 
KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 6 


TAPAH Jan. 6.—-The post-|—A drug importers’ and ex- 
master here, Mr. V. Sooriana- | porters’ association has been 
rayanan, leaves on transfer | formed in Kuala Lumpur. 
to Kampar next week. He wiil Its aim is to improve re- 


be replaced by Mr. Thiagara- | lationship between drug 





jah who will be acting post- | dealers in the Federation and 
| Singapore. 


master. 
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New ruling body VARSITY 


for rural areas 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 6. 
INGAPORE’S 500,000 rural dwellers have now | 
come under the direct administration of 
three district councils—Katong, Serangoon and 
Bukit Panjang-Jurong—although elections for 
these districts have been postponed until after 
the general elections. 

Mr. Hon Sui Sen, Permanent Secretary to the 
Ministry of Local Government, Land and Housing, 
today said: “The Government has decided to take 
advantage of the interim period before the district 


council elections to solve the administrative p:‘o-| 


blems of these councils. 

“They are now operating as 
though _ district councillors 
have been consulted under 
the Local Government Ordin- 
ance. 

“It is hoped that by follow- 
ing this procedure, all the 
staff will acquire the re- 
quisite experience in solving 
rural administrative pro- 
blems.” 

The three chairman-desig- 
nates for the council — Mr. 
R. Ramalingam (Bukit Pan- 
jang Jurong) Che Hussein 
bin Kamari, (Serangoon), 
and Mr. Lim Chuan Kim, 
(Katong)—have started to 
put the Government plan 
into operation since Jan. 1. 


They were appointed by 
the Governor, and will hold 
office for four years when 
elected councillors will take 
over. » 

The functions 

Mr. Hon said that from 
now on, rugal dwellers of 
these areas*would have te 
pay their &ssessments to 


their respective councils. 
The councils will also issue 
licences to hawkers, and for 
the slaughtering of pigs, and 
will be responsible for the 
removal of nightsoil, building 


of roads, bridges, drains, 

public heaith and market 

facilities. é ; 
Mr. Hon said: ‘The City 


Counciland Rural Board staff 
have consulted each other 
and have carried out ground 
inspection on the transfer of 
duties. 

“The two bodies have 
agreed to maintain liaison 
for the next few weeks so 
as to ensure a smooth take 
over.” 


SCHOOL 
INSPECTORS 
‘NOT 
LIKE POLICE 
FORCE’ 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Jan. —The head 
of the Federa] Ins- 
pectorate for Schools, 
Mr. L. I. Lewis said 
today that the organi- 
sation hoped to become 
a national advisory 
and consultative de- 
partment for schools 
“instead of being 2 
sort of police force.” 

Mr. Lewis was speaking 
at the Malayan Teachers 
National Congress at the 
Methodist Boys’ School 

He said: “Instead of be- 
ing in its crudest form, 
sort of police force dealing 
with actual or _ potential 
fallers by the wayside or 
with teachers who fail to 
obey the rules, the inspec- 
torate should become a 
national advisory and con- 
sultative department for 
schools.” 

Mr. Lewis 
pectorate was given 
large measure of inde- 
pendence of thought «na 
action in a flexible national 


said the i.s- 
a very 


policy. 
At full strength this 
year there would be 33 


inspectors, he said—a ratio 
of one inspector to about 
33.000 pupils or about 180 
schools. 





Dr. Ismail 
will 
become 
Foreign 


_ Minister 


edeoeie LUMPUR, 
Jan. 6.—The Prime 
Minister, Tengku Ab- 
dul Rahman, will pass 
his portfolio of Minis- 
ter for External 
Affairs to Dr. Ismail 
bin Dato Abdul Rah- 
man, who has been 
Malayan ambassador 
to the United States. 
Dr. Ismail is due back in 
Malaya in a few days. 
There is a possibility that 
Dr. Ismail will be suc- 
ceeded by Dato Nik Ah- 
mad Kamil, the Perman- 
ent Secretary to the Min- 
istry of External Affairs, 
who may go to Washing- 
ton until the general 
elections have been held. 


Dato Nik Kamil was the 
first Malayan High Com- 
missioner in London be- 
fore he returned to the 
Ministry of External Af- 
fairs. 


It is understood that the 
present High Commissioner 
in London, Tengku Ya’a- 
cob, elder brother of the 
Prime Minister, will be- 
come ambassador to 
Western Europe in addi- 
tion to his present duties. 

This will get over the dif- 
ficulty, for the time being, 
of finding a suitable hold- 
er for this very impor- 
tant diplomatic appoint- 
ment. 


SMILES AND 
TEARS AS 54 
FLY TO BRITAIN 


UALA LUMPUR, Jan. 6.— 
It wasateartui fareweii 
for 54 teachers who left 
here today by BOAC for 
the Teachers’ Training 
College at Brinsford Lodge, 
England. 

At first they were all smiles 
and full of excitement. 
They chatted happily with 
parents, relatives and 
friends. 

But when it was time to 
leave most of them and 





their parents burst into 
tears. 
The teachers—42 women 


ang 12 men—are the third 


batch to go to England 
this year. 

Another batch of more 
than 50 will leave on 
Thursday for the college 
at Kirkby 


More than %400 teachers are 
being sent for training 
at the two colleges this 





year. They will be away 
for two years. 





PICKS 
COUNCIL 


LUMPUR, Jan. 6. 
*_-The new Univer- 
sity Council for ths 
Kuala Lumpur division 
of the University of 
Malaya has been cons- 
tituted and members 
appointed to it. 

Six of the members were 
elected representatives of the 
Guild of Graduates and the 
University Court. The rest 
were nominees. 

Dr. Megat Khas, of Ipoh. 
who stood for elections to re- 
present the guild and the 
court, was returned to both 
He was also a nominee of 
the Chancellor. 


Canon chosen 


The four graduates return- 
ed by the guild were Dr. 8 
G. Rajahram, president of 
the Alumni Association: Dr. 
Megat Khas, Inche Karim 
bin Nawab Din, Federation 
Chief Dental Officer: and 
Dr. Tan Chee Khoon, of 
Kuala Lumpur. 


The two representatives 
elected by the University 


Court were Canon Chu Ban-} 


it and Dr. Megat Khas. 

The nominees included the 
head of the Kuala Lumpur 
division, Prof. F. Mason. 
three members of the acade- 
mic staff, one from the read- 
ership grade, four nominees 
of the Chancellor, and the 
Keeper of the Rulers’ seal. 


NEW HOTEL 
(42 ROOMS’) 
FOR IPOH 


IPOH, Jan, 6.—Construc- 
tion work on a_e $500,000 
hotel, the biggest in Ipoh, 
has begun. 

Labourers are now levelil- 
ing the land, off Jalan Yang 


Khalsom, for the  five- 
storey structure which is 
expected to be completed 


by the end of the year. 
With 42 rooms, the hotel 
will have the first elevator 
service to be installed in a 
hotel here since the war. 
All the rooms will have 
bathrooms attached and 15 
will be air-conditioned. 


HE PUT AN 
ELECTRIC 
FENCE IN 
GARDEN 











IPOH, Jan, 6.—An electricity 
contractor, Tang Hung, 
was charged here today 
with installing an electric 


fence round his garden 
and endangering human 
life. 

Tang, 58, was alleged to 


have committed two of- 
fences, one under the 
Penal Code and the other 
under the Electricity 
Ordinance. 

Under the Electricity Ordi- 
nance, he was. alleged to 


have adjusted part of the 
electrical installation at 
Pasir Puteh new village 
on Sept. 21 by connecting 
exposed wires to it around 
three sides of his garden 
in a manner likely to cause 
danger to human life. 

Under the Penal Code, Tang 
was alleged to have en 
dangered the _ safety of 
other persons by installing 
the electric fence in a 
negligent manner. 

Tang, represented by Mr 
M. S. Mahendran, pleaded 
not guilty, The case was 
postponed to March 24. 





li 


CLERICAL UNION 
GOES OFF ROLL 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 6. 

(pie REGISTRAR of Trade Unions, Mr. . G. 

Adams, has cancelled the registration of the 
Malayan Federation of Clerical and Adminis- 
trative Staff Unions. 

The cancellation order, dated Jan. 2, has 
sent to the union’s secretary, Mr. Wong Kok Weng 
at its present headquarters in Ipoh. 


The MFCASU is the largest 
| union of “white collar’ wor«- 
A CALL TO ers in Malaya with a mem- 

— bership of over 6,000, It wus 
| formed in October 1949. 


heen 


UMNO: Four unions—the Pen ing 
| Clerical and Administrati: e 
EXPLAIN | (Gierea: Union, the selansor 


|Clerical and Administrative 
| Staffs Union and the Malac- 
ica Clerical and Administra 


SAFEGUARD 








¥ |tive Staffs Union — are 

7" Bi | affiliated to it. 

‘ | 

0 RIGUTS | It is reliably understood 
that the registrar has taken 
faction against the union tor 

GINGAPORE, Jan. 6. anie ge contrave — the 

“es Three UMNO | ades union ordinance 

branches here — Sig- The specific offence: Fali- 


my ‘lure to submit annual return 
lap, Bedok and Loyang | for the year ended March 31 


—have demanded that) 1958 in the “prescribed man 
the Singapore State | ner” by the due date, 





UMNO should hold a) 

mass meeting to explain First hint 

to Malays how their | 

rights and_ interests; First indication of th 


would be safeguarded | Government's displeasuri 


. _|came two months ago when 
pew ned the new consti | the union was asked to stow 

. |cause why its registrati‘m 
ont Joint letter to the state | should not be cancelled. 

, they described the! The quer romptly re 
talk of safeguarding the | Sulted P a coectal caldeaeacy 
rights and interests of Ma- | meeting of the union here in 
lays after Singapore’s  self- | November. At the meeting the 
government as “empty pro- | old officials were replaced by 
mises. |new ones who were charged 

There were in fact, it said,| with the responsibility of 
no proper safeguards for the drafting a satisfactory repiy 
mere under the new con- | to the registrar. 
stitution. 

The new officials included 

The branches felt that the | a7 president. Mr. C. H. Yin, 


actual rights and special pri- | : 
vileges of the Malays should [the Fn oa + rl a gag: oli 





be writter =| 
ado 1 into the consti |Ipoh, and Mr. Wong. 
ey | A few days ago Mr. Yin 
. | pone —- ,Teanton as 
president of t union “be- 
Search | cause I told the union when 


I took over as president tbat 
I would hold office only tii 
things were set right.” 

At a conference of 
union in Ipoh on Jan, 4, 
was however persuaded 
withdraw it. 


your attics’ 


appeal 
for museum 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 6.— | 
The Federation’s Director of 
Museums, Mr. M. C. Shep- 
pard, today appealed to Ma- 


the 
he 
to 


Minister sees 


eyane “4 “search their at- 
cs” and come forward w th 
any relics of the past they flood areas 
— find. 

iscussing the recentty SITIAWAN, Jan. 6. — The 
opened -_ exhibition, _“Mile-| Minister for Agriculture, In- 
stones In Malayan History’ |che Abdul Aziz bin Ishak, 


at the National Museum here, 
Mr. Sheppard said that the 
main reason the gaps bhe- 
tween each milestone were 


yesterday visited the Perma- 
tang Acheh and Sungei Batu 
areas near here which have 
been badly affected by floods 


SO great was the “extraordin- recently. 

ary lack of historical exhibi- Accompanying him was 

— a - the District Officer, Inche 
e told the Straits Times! Senawi bin Haji Zainuddin. 


that he had _ practically nc 
exhibit of any importance “io 


illustrate Malaya’s earliest M4 
days of tin and rubber pro- Cycle register 
duction. 

He added: “I am sure that KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 6. 
historical treasures are just| The Municipal Traffic Advi- 


waiting to be discovered in 
many Malayan homes, 
pecially those of old pioneer- 
ing families.” 


sory Committee yesterday 
decided to recommend the 
registration of bicycles to the 
municipal council. 


TUN LIM’S BID TO SETTLE 
SEVEN-MONTH DISPUTE 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 6.—The|! 


es- 





certain sum of money as 


seven-month-old dispute an ex > 
between some former oe the forkaer sanniren rachas 
ployees and the Singapore The Ministry, it is ex- 
Glass Manufacturers Com- nected, will today inform 
pany may be settled the Singapore General 
This follows a meeting Employees’ Union, which 


today between the manage- 
ment and the Chief Min- 
ister, Tun Lim Yew Hoek, 
who is also the Minister 
for Labour and Welfare. 

It is understood that the 
company, through the La- 
bour Ministry offered a 


represents the workers in- 
vanes of the amount offer- 
e 

Yesterday, leaders of the 
union met the Chief Min- 
ister and asked him to use 
his good offices to settle 
the dispute. 


j 
j 
| 
| 
soon, 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 





LEADERS HAIL TENGKUS 
MANILA PACT HINT 


OLITICAL, _ busi- 
ness and_ trade 
union leaders in Ma- 
laya today welcomed 
the proposal in 
Manila by the Prime 
Minister, Tengku Ab- 
dul Rahman, yester- 
day for a pact to pro- 
vide closer economic, 
and cultural co- 
operation among free 
South-East Asian na- 
tions. 

But they received 
with mixed feelings 
the proposal by a for- 
mer Philippines Sup- 
reme Court judge, Mr. 
Jogro Bocobo, that a 
confederation of Malay 
states comprising the 
Philippines, Indonesia 
and Malaya be formed. 


MR, P. P. NARAYANAN, 
general secretary of the 
National Union of Planta- 
tion Workers, who repre- 
sents trade unions in the 
Federal counci] said: 


Endorsement 





“I endorse the views of 
the Prime Minister that 
one of the most important 
weapons to fight Com- 
munism is to improve the 
standard of living of the 
people.” 


On the confederation 
proposal, he said: “I am 
always against any racial 
bloc which will ultimately 
lead to Hitlerism.” 


INCHE AHMAD BOES- 
TAMAM, chairman of 
Party Rakyat, did not 
agree that such a _ con- 
federation would give birth 


to racialism and  conse- 
quently Hitlerism, 
He said: “I hope the 


scheme providing for closer 
economic and cultural co- 
operation will be the start 
Of an eventual confedera- 
tion between the Philip- 
pines, Indonesia and Ma- 
laya. 

“Of course the confede- 
ration proposal is now only 
a dream, a theory, but it 
is not a racialist one. 


“Like Malaya, the Phi- 
lippines has _ peoples of 
various origins — the Chi- 
nese and Spanishn-Chinese 
Hitlerism is more of a poli- 


tical dogma than Aryan 
racialism. 
“The scheme itself, in 


principle, is good because 
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it will be the beginning of 
closer ties among the peo- 
ple of this region.” 


Welcome 





INCHE ABU BAKAR 
HAMZAH, youth leader of 
the All-Malaya Islamic As- 
sociation, welcoming the 
scheme for closer economic 
and cultural ties between 
South-East Asian nations. 
wondered whether it could 
affect the high Malayan 
standard of living. “ 

“There should be d ‘give- 
and-take’ policy all round 
if the scheme is to work 
out successfully,” he said. 


On the _ confederation 
proposal, he said: “It is 
worth thinking about 


though it seems impracti- 
cal at present and may be 
so for many years to come. 
There are so many things 
which can hinder it.” 


MR. Y. P. LIU secretary 
of the Selangor division of 
the Labour Party of 
Malaya, likened the 
Tengku’s proposal to the 
European common market 
agreement signed recently 
by 10 West European 
nations, including Britain 
and France, 


“It is one way to get all 
countries in this region 
closer together, but we 
must not subordinate our- 
selves to one _ particular 
power bloc,” he said. 


On the _ confederation 
proposal, he said: “That is 
too far fetched. I don’t see 
the plan coming through in 
the forseeable future. ; 


Difficulty 





“Even now, we find it 
difficult to amalgamate 
with Singapore. 


“And then there is the 
question of whether British 
North Borneo would want 
to come into the fold. Ad- 
mittedly the world trend is 
towards amalgamation but 
it does not work well.” 


MR. G. V. THAVER, pre- 
sident of Malayan Indian 
Association and a Kuala 
Lumpur municipal council- 
lor, said: “The proposal is 
an excellent counter to 


subversion and economic 
aggression by the Com- 
munists.” 

He described the con- 
federation proposal as 
“premature.” He thought 
the Philippines, Malaya 


and Indonesia “must stand 





LIB-SOCS WANT TWO. 
ELECTION PLEDGES 


NINGAPORE, Jan. 
‘7 Liberal 
Pariy candidates 
the general 
wil] be asked to sign a 
bond pledging that they 
will be anti-Commun- 
ist and that if they 
leave the party they 
will vacate their seats. 

Mr. E. K. Tan, secretary- 
general of the party, said to- 
day: “We are doing this be- 
cause of past experience. We 


1.— 


for 


Socialist | 


| 


elections | is the 


| 


realise that bonds of this) 
nature May not be legally) 
binding but we _ feel that 


candidates have a moral obli- 
gation towards the party and 
should stick to pledges they 
have made.” 

Recently several leaders of 


j 


the party resigned to join the' 


Singapore People’s 
The new move js an 


Alliance. 
attempt 
to prevent recurrences. 

The Liberal Socialist Party 
third planning to! 





compel election candidates to | 


take an oath. The others are | 


| the Workers’ Party ang the| 


UMNO. | 
Mr. Bernard Wang, secret- 
ary-genera] of the SPA, said | 
the alliance has not consider- | 
ed asking candidates to sign 
a bond. 

The People’s Action Party | 


has nearly completed a gen-/ man who has done much to | 


firmly on their own feet 
first.” 
He added: “What is the 


use of going further afield 
when the question of merg- 
ing Malaya and Singapore 
has not been resolved—and 
is far from being resolved 
at the moment. 


“It may fall on the gene- 
ration after us to consider 
this proposal.” 


Investments 





MR. H. B. 
president of the F.MS. 
Chamber of Commerce, 
said: “I fully endorse the 
view by the Prime Minister 
that there should be some 
scheme for closer economic 
and cultural co-operation 
among free countries in 
South-East Asia. 


“However, with regard to 
the economic aspects of 
the problem, these areas 
will have to turn largely to 
organisations such as_ the 
International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank 
and to foreign investments 
for money as the majority 
of the countries in South- 
East Asia come within the 
category of under-deve- 
loped countries.” 


Mr. Hussey said it was 
difficult to predict what 
type of conditions would 
result from the proposed 
scheme. In almost all cases 
the countries concerned 
were primary producers. 


MR. J. BROWN, chair 
man of one of Malaya’s 
leading agency firms, said: 
“The concept for closer 
economic co-operation is 
extremely sound and there 
is no doubt the countries 
concerned will benefit con- 
siderabDly from it. 


“The more co-operation 
and mutual understanding 
there is between neigh- 
bouring countries the bet- 
ter. We have got to work 
together. 


“The Prime Minister 1s 
definitely leading the way. 

“The question will have 
to be very carefully stud- 
ied. Ways and means will 
have to be’ devised for 
mutual exchange of pro- 
ducts.” 

MR. HENRY WONG. 
secretary of the Associated 
Chinese Chambers of Com- 
merce, said the proposed 
scheme could pave the way 
for removing the less de- 


HUSSEY, 





sirable customs barriers. 
Benefits 
He added: “When we 


have clear understanding 
we can always come. to 
satisfactory arrangements 
where we do not have to 
exclude any goods from 
neighbouring countries 
leading to retaliation and 
hatred. 

“With such a_ scheme, 
we could also benefit from 
each other’s cultural ex- 
perience. A cultural ex- 
change will result in long 
term benefits.” 





New chairman 
for council 


TELUK ANSON, Jan. 7—A 


eral survey of the number of | develop the scenic beauty of 


voters in the city 
house check based on 
electoral registers. 
Mr. Tan said the Liberal 
€a eight main 
throughout the island 
make election preparations. 


area by | Teluk 

“cadres” making a house-to-| areas has been 

the|to Ipoh as chairman of the 
town council. 


Anson and 


He is Inche Ja’‘afar 


chairman of 
Seremban Town Council. 


outlying | * 
transferred , Porters 
| the shares would be taken up|} 
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Mr. C. H. Yin. 


soon as possible. 


But, he said, the MFCASU 
“had to go sooner or later.” 

A delegates’ meeting here 
on Jan. 4 =had_ recom- 
mended formation of a 
national union for all clerical 
workers. 


Mr, Yin stressed that when 
he took over as president at 
an emergency meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur last Novem- 
ber, he and his colleagues 
made it clear that they were 
not responsible for the 
actions of the outgoing offi- 
cials. 


One month 





The meeting was a sequel 
to a query from the registrar 
to show cause why its re- 
gistration should not be can- 
celled. 


Two weeks ago two union 
officials called at the Registry 
of Trade Unions in Kuala 
Lumpur to explain’ the 
MFCASU’s case. 


The registrar was out and 
they met another official. 
“The next thing we knew 
was that our union registra- 
tion had been cancelled,” 
Mr. Yin said. 


The MFCASU now has a 
month in which to appeal 
against the cancellation, 


A set-back 





The cancellation at this 
juncture is a slight set-back 
for its banking section which 
has just finalised plans for 
negotiations with the Mala- 
yan Exchange Banks Associa- 
tion on retirement benefits. 

The various affiliates of 
the union will now have to 
hold talks with the exchange 
banks on their own. 

But the bank workers’ re- 
cent agreement with the ex- 
change banks on wages and 
working conditions will not 
be affected. 

The agreement has already 
been ratified by the affiliated 
unions. 


Fatal assault 


SEREMBAN, Jan 6—Chong 
Loon, 54, a rubber tapper. 
died in the general hospital 
here today after he had been 
assaulted by seven youths. 


Cancellation is 
shock for 
union president 


IPOH, Jan. 7. 


ANCELLATION of the registration of the 
Malayan Federation of Clerical and Admin- 
istrative Staff Unions has come as a shock to 


Mr. Yin, the Federation’s president, said an 
executive committee meeting would be called as 





SKILLED 
WORKERS 


VITAL TO 
MALAYA’S 
FUTURE 


K LUMPUR, Jan. 7. 
* —The chairman of 
the Central Appren- 
ticeship Board, Mr. 
Fong Soon Hong, 
warned today that 
Malaya would not be 
able to attxact fore- 
ign and lo capital 
for new ndustries 
without a “pool of 
skilled personnel.” 

He said: “Technicians are 
trained, not born. And un- 
less we train them today, 


we will not nave them to- 
morrow.” 


Mr. Fong gave this warning 
when he spoke on “The 
role of technical education 
in Malaya” at the last 


session of the three-day 
meeting of the Malayan 
Teachers National Con- 
gress here. 


He urged the Government to 
place more emphasis on 
technical education. 


Mr. Fong said: “Technical 
education will help to 
stabilise and diversify the 
economy of Malaya by 
providing trained person- 
nel to operate and main- 
tain factory plant in exist- 
148 and in new industries. 

“It will reduce Malaya’s re- 
liance On tin and rubber, 
and yet improve the stan- 
dard of livng of the peo- 
ple. 

|“We cannot and must not 

| depend on tin ang rubber 

forever. 

“The progress of 





} Malaya, 
| and in fact our very exis- 
| tence, will depend on our 
| ability to develop indus- 
| trially. If we do not take 
| immediate steps to remedy 
; the lack of skilled workers, 
it will precipitate a crisis 
in the years to come.” 





LUMPUR, Jan. 7. 
*—A $2 million tuna 
fishing industry here 
with 49 per cent Jap- 
nese capital is expect- 
ed to begin operation 
towards the middle of 
this year. 
The Director of Fisheries 
i Mr. Soon Min Kong, told re- 
that 51 per cent of 





| by Malayans, of which 20 per 


Japanese experts 


the| provide the technicai skill. 


The capital wili be $500,000 


, ’ | ‘ 
would | dian Ocean on the northwest 


START ON $2 MIL. 
TUNA PLAN SOON 


{during the first year of ope- 
; ration when the catch is ex- 


|pected to be around 5,000 


| tons, of which 80 per cent will 
|be tuna and the rest sharks 
| and sail fish. 
| Mr. Soon said that the 
;greater part of the tuna 
, catch would be canned or sold 
= frozen form. The best qua- 
ity 
| Places like America and the 
| Middle East. 
The sharks could be used 
for making sausages and fish 


bin | cent would go to co-opera- | pals. 
Socialist Party had establish-| Mohamed Taha, District Of- | “Ves. 
divisions | ficer, Lower Perak. He is a 
to | former 


Fishing will be in the In- 


|coast of Sumatra and be- 


‘tween Sumatra and Ceylon. 





would be exported to 
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CA’s charter: Trouble 


reWINS = NoLeEr-uP IN WAR ON BANDITS, 
ORE TROUBLE bere 7 Aa SAYS NEW OPERATIONS CHIEF 


Chinese Association over the controversial | 
constitution which was recently adopted. 
_MCA headquarters here has summuned all | MAJOR-GENERAL Dato F. H. 
. « ‘ aCrawq« ‘} ‘Ts 4 ~ . .o 4 ‘v H ~ P 
chairmen and secretaries of branch organisa- Brooke, the Chief of Staff, of 
tions in the country to attend a meeting on |the Federation Armed Forces, who | not want to be gloomy but there 
January 11 to discuss implementation of the |also became Director of Opera- 'is a certain danger in being over 
constitution. itions today, lays stress in a special optimistic.” 
Four branches ae es 


3 








interview on the danger of being 
over optimistic about the end of 
the Emergency. 

He told the Straits Times: 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 7. 


€ 
c 


“I do 





ata el 
least have decided to! 


Maj.-Gen. Brooke has serv- 





th ba e ° |e under every Director of 
ignore the summons as) Ch tt | Operations except the _ first, 
they are not in favour | mese are now reml Ing i” neral Sir Harold 
 Rigge sy: Seen ine | He had first nand = experi 
the constitution. The) . »xpert- 


lence of the jungle war in Ma- 


less 


branches are Selangor, | e e | |laya in 1953 when he com- 
Malacca, Perak and Jo-| T f; | manded the ist Malay In- 
Malt trade officiat to. n ‘Tantsy ‘Brigade 
eaan | mo ey He said today: “We have 
eir argument is that/| | |had a terrific year, a really 
the new constitution was| | outstanding year against the 
Bet free tee ALONG Kong named, home 
that it failed to secure the| | ' 


required three-fifths majority 


at the general committee 
meeting in December. 
Contention 


The Selangor and Malacca 
branches contend that the 
final voting—75 in favour 
and 50 against with one ab- 
stention—did not constitute 
the required majority. 

The MCA headquarters’ 
directive calling the meeting 
Said its purpose was to en- 
able the chairman of the 
legal sub-committee, Mr. Neg 
Ek Teong, to explain the 
“transitional provisions” and 
the “method of implement- 
ation of the new constitu- 
tion” 

The secretary of the Se- 
langor MCA, Mr. Cheah 
Theam Swee, said today: 

“We do not understand why 
headquarters should want to 
discuss the constitution in 
such a hasty manner. It has 
not been finally approved yet 
by the Registrar of Societies. 
It is improper for headquar- 
ters to act in this manner.” 


Advice 


The publicity chief of the 
Selangor MCA, Mr. Wong 
Tham Soon, advised head- 
quarters’ leaders against 
making another attempt to 
“steamroll” things. 

He said: “Let the MCA heir- 
arachy not provoke us any 
more. If they choose to do so 
they must bear all the con- 
sequences of a final split 
within the MCA. We are not 
making empty threats. 

“We have the material and 


rr 


The Federation 
ment today announced the 
appointment of Mr. N. A. 
Kennedy, of the Industrial 
Development Division, to be 
its first Industrial Commis- 
sioner in Hong Kong. 


The appointment, for three 
months, follows the “very en- 
couraging” results after the 
Controller of Industrial De- 
velopment Division, Mr. A. H. 
Stoneham, had spent a week 
in Hong Kong last August 
for talks with industrialists 
there. 


“A government statement 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 7. 


FROM next week Hong Kong businessmen 
interested in opening up industries in Malaya 
will be able to get free on-the-spot information 
about conditions in this country. 

Govern- > 


said that Mr. Kennedy’s main 
task would be “to deal on the 
spot with the very large num- 
bers of inquiries now being 
received. 

“The government believes 
that this appointment will do 
much to accelerate the inflow 
of industrial capital from 
Hong Kong.” 

Mr. Kennedy, who leaves on 
January 10, is the first person 
to be appointed to such a post 
overseas. He has been deal- 
ing with Hong Kong inqui- 
ries in his office here for a 
considerable time. 








end to 
T 


off in the next few days. 

“The administration is pre- 
pared to fix a date and time 
for talks on the men’s wage 
demands immediately it has 
the union's guarantee that 
the work-to-rule campaign 
will be called off,” Mr. E. T. 
Williams, assistant general 
manager of the railway said 





financial resources to do so. 


I hope the MCA leaders will | 


not attempt to drive us fur- 
ther into an open split.” 


ACTION NOTE: The 


titution. 


today. 


Mr. Williams added he had 
every hope that the union 


|would give the undertaking 
Se- | asked for. 
langor MCA is planning to} 
write to the Registrar of} 
Societies, Mr. J. G. Adams, to | ons 
protest against the new cons-!a_ dismissed 


On the port and marine 
ection’s demand to reinstate 
employee, the 
administration suggested that 


8 


Hopes rise for early 


20-slow 


KLANG, Jan. 7. 


E RAILWAY administration is very hopeful 
hat the five-week-old work-to-rule campaign 
at Port Swettenham by 500 workers may be called 





it could appeal to the Minis- 
ter of Transport. 

The 500 workers. studied 
the railway reply at an emer- 
gency meeting here today. 

Their answer: “Our mem- 
bers decided not to call off 
the campaign until the gene- 
ral manager has fixed a date 
and time to commence nego- 


tiations,” said the _ section 
secretary, Mr. N. Sangalin- 
gam. 


Polio free again 

SINGAPORE, Jan, 6.—Sing- 
apore had another polio-free 
day today. 








Survey is revealing a clear picture 
of health of Malayan aborigines 


UALA LUMPUR, Jan. 7. - 

The joint 
and leprosy survey now being | 
carried out by the Aborigines | 
Department is giving a de- 
tailed overall picture of the) 
health of aborigines in the | 
country, Dr. C. T. Strickland, ; 
medical officer of the depart- | 
ment, said today. | 


Dr. Strickland, who is in | 
charge of the survey, added | 
that this was because not) 
only sick aborigines were at- | 
tracted to the survey but also | 
others whose illnesses had | 
been undetected before. 


Already more than 2,000! 
aborigines in Selangor and 
Pahang have been examined. 


Dr. 
tuberculosis | would be made in Negri Sem- | nutrition 


| among 


}a 


Strickland said a start 


bilan this week. 
She said that she found 


ithe incidence of tuberculosis ; 


the aborigines no 
higher than that of other 
people. However, there were 
more cases of 
among the aborigines 
leprosy 

Dr. Strickland said: “We 
find that leprosy is confined 
to certain areas. 


than 


“The best thing about the/culin and lepramin injections. | 


survey is that it is attracting 
lot of aborigines — not 
merely the sick ones. In this 
way, we have 


tuberculosis | 


illnesses like mal- 
and even some 
| tuberculosis cases, 
“As we go on, we expect 
get a really clear overall 


; Sick, had 


| pi 
| aborigines.” 
| Dr. Strickland said that 
;some of the places visited by 
| herself and her technical as- 
|; Sistant, Mr. K. B,. Joseph an 
|ex-Indian Navy medical or- 
derly, had to be reached by 
| boat and by foot. 

Aborigines are given tuber- 


|About 48 hours later, they 
|are examined for reactions 
| Tuberculosis cases are sent to 


found others | hospital and leprosy cases to| both been 
iwho. though not apparently! the Sungei Buloh settlement | the 


cture of the health of the! 


Remittances from 
Singapore and the Fed- 
eration to China have 
been dropping sharply 
since April. 


The United States Inforin- 
ation Service here today 
linked the drop, also notice- 
able in other South - East 
Asian countries, to the estab- 
lishment of the people’s com- 
munes in China in April. 

Chinese families here 
sent a near-record $1,988,349 
to China in April. By Novem- 
ber, the figure had dropped 
to $1,136,471. 


Enticement 





The USIS statement claim- 
ed that Peking was now “en- 
ticing oversea Chinese inves- 
tors with empty promises.” 


It quoted Miss Ho Hsiang- 
ning, the chairman of the 
Peking regime’s Oversea Chi- 
nese Affairs, who promised in 
her 1959 New Year message 
that the bag vated of return- 
ing oversea inese who join 
the communes would be 
respected. 


These included real estate, 
clothing, tools, furniture, 
bank deposits, and remittan- 
ces 


“Inclusion of remittances 
is significant,” the U.S.LS. 
statement said: “A sharp 


decline has been reported in 
the traditional remittances 
from oversea Chinese to 
their relatives in mainiand 
China since the first estab- 
lishment of the communes.” 


Reassurance 





“Miss Ho undertook to re- 
assure the oversea Chinese by 
saying that ‘the right of pri- 
vate ownership’ of the over- 
sea Chinese will be protected. 

“Less reassuring is her 
|statement that ‘any surplus 
housing owned by the return- 
;ed Chinese and oversea Chi- 
|nese dependants may be bor- 
| rowed for use by the people's 
| communes’ .” 
| China, it added, sought to 
|lure capital for industrial de- 
;} velopment, but all forms of 
| private industry and property 





were in the process of e:i- 
} mination. 

| To this end the “Peking 
regime feels that it must, 


| therefore, make periodic pro- 

nouncements of reassurance 
l to the oversea Chinese, no 
|matter how contradictory 
; they may sound.” 


Out of hospital 


JOHORE, BAHRU, Jan.9.— 
iTengKku Temenggong 
Ahmad, son of the Sultan of 
and his wife have 
discharged from 
General Hospital here 





| Johore 


INGAPORE, Jan. 7.—' 


“Yet we must not sit back 
even in areas where’ there 
jare only a few terrorists left 

like Pahang, Johore, Negri 
Sembilan and Selangor. 

“We have to watch them 
and chase them and hunt 
them down even if they are 
in white areas 


The frontier 





‘I do not want to 0»e 
gloomy but there is a certain 
danger in being over opti- 
mistic and though we have 
had these very complete, 
and almost unexpected, suc- 
cess 1n Johore and South 
Perak. there still remain the 
organisations in North Perak 
and the frontier. 


“The frontier problem 
— well over 500 terrorists 
are strung along the bor- 
der in an organised state 
— may well be with us for 
a few years. 


“Quite apart from the nor- 
mal problems encountered on 
any frontier, this particular 
one is all the more difficult 
because of the rugged terri- 
tory. The border has some 
of the most difficult jungle 
in the Malay Peninsula.” 


The principal operational 
targets over the next few 
months would be the ter- 
rorists in North Perak and 
Kedah, he said. 


He added that the Royal 
Malayan Air Force would 
play a greater part in the 
war in the future. 


The arrival soon of an- 
other Twin Pioneer and two 
single-engine Pioneers would 
enable the Royal Malayan 
Air Force to take over cer- 
tain duties from the Com- 


monwealth air forces, he 
said. 

The aircraft are expected 
to be used principally as 


transports but may in time 
take over full duties connect- 
ed with the large number of 
jungle forts in the country. 


Membership 
drive 


KLUANG, Jan. 7. The 
Paloh branch of the Mala- 
yan Chinese Association is to 
| be re-organised and a mem 
|bership drive launched. 
| Was decided at a 
jheld here under the 
;}manship of Dato Teoh 
;|Chong, president of 
|Kluang District M.C.A, 


A committee to organise 
the membership drive is 
composed of Messrs. Ng Kong 
|Peng, Yee Cheong Tow and 
Ng Kong Keng. 

A re-organisation of the 
Rengam branch will also be 
undertaken shortly. 





it 
meeting 
chair- 

Chze 
the 
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Changes Youth body withdraws ‘Charming 
affiliation from MYC _ beaple’ says 


in Bill 
are 
likely 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 7. 


- The Minister | 
for Commerce and) dullah 


Industry, Mr. J. M. | 

Jumabhoy, has de- 

cided to alter the 

draft of the con- 
troversial Customs 

Amendment Bill to 
give specific safe- 
guards to the entre- 
pot trade in Singa- 
pore. 

The Bill, which 
would give the Gov- 
ernment powers’ to 
impose Customs duty 
on all goods imported 
into Singapore, will be 
debated in the Legisla- 


tive Assembly on Jan. 
21. 


Criticisms 





The Minister told the 
Straits Times today that 
most of the criticism of 
the Bill was against the 
wide powers it gave the 
Government. 

Mr. Jumabhoy - declared 


e Bill 


bring i 
— into line” 
August. 


He had said then (in 
August) that under no cir- 
cumstances would the opera- 
tion of protessan be 
to interfere in any way with 
the entrepot trade in  pro- 
duce, processed produce and 
textiles or raw materials. 


Mr, Jumabhoy also said 
today that he would intro- 
duce certain other §safe- 
guards so that the Govern- 
ment could achieve its pur- 
pose of selective protection 
of certain “needy industries” 
without harm to the entrepot 
trade. 

Singapore businessmen and 
politicians condemned the 
Bill as a threat to the free 
trade status of Singapore 
when it was published last 
month. 

The Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce decided last week 
to make a joint protest with 
the Singapore, the Indian 
and the Malay chambers of 
commerce against the Bill. 


A spokesman of the 
Chinese Chamber said today 
that his association was not 
opposed to protection for 
certain necessary industries. 


Alleged theft 
of jewellery 


BUKIT MERTAJAM, Jan. 7. 


ne a baby in her 
arms, a 24-year-oki mother 
Eng Ah Heng, pleaded not 


guilty yesterday to a charge 
of stealing $226 worth of 
jewellery from a house in 
Kampong Aston Road on 
Jan. 1 

Eng was allowed $200 bail 
until Jan. 13, 





to gain” from ng 
: the council. the circular add- | tio: 
tement last | ed 


wed rati 


The circular, which 
included a copy of a 
letter from Tengku Ab- 
to the M.Y.C. 
said: 


“In order to preserve the 
principles of the movement 
there is no alternative but to 
follow the lead of the bey 
scouts and steer away from 
groups where politica] parties 
are represented.” 

It added that the M.A.Y.C. 
Was at first “quite prepared” 
to sponsor the reconstitution 
of the M.Y.C., provided the 
council merely represented 
Malaya at overseas confer- 
ences and remained a forum 
where matters affecting 
youth could be discussed 


It said: “Since being re- 
constructed, however, the 
council has declared itself as 
representing the youth of the 
country and has announced 
plans for the betterment of 
youth generally. 


Overlapping 


“It has, therefore, given it- 
self executive powers, and this 
would definitely endanger 
the position and the  pur- 
pose of the association and 
perhaps of other voluntary 
organisations. 

“There will be no doubt a 
lot of overlappin in scope 
and activities and there will 
be soMe treading on toes. 

Another point discussed by 
the MAY.C. before’ the 
break-away decision was 
taken was that many bodies 
represented on the M.Y.C 


to| Were not comprised of youth, 


but of both young and old, 
The M.A.Y.C, had “nothing 
remaining in 


Tengku Abdullah said: “It 
must be stated here that the 
decision has been made after 
careful thought and conside- 


on. 
“It has definitely been mo- 
tivated by circumstances 
overwhelming and conclusive 
that there is no alternative if 
principles are to be safe- 
guarded and preserved. 

“Only time will show whe- 
ther this decision is right or 
wrong.” 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 7. 
THE MALAYAN Association of Youth Clubs has withdrawn from the) 
Malayan Youth Council because it feels it ig “dangerous at this. 
‘stage of its development to associate itself with any organisation where 
|political parties are represented.” 
The president of the M.A.Y.C., Tengku Abdullah, son of the Yang 
'di-Pertuan Agong, has sent a circular to all branches to announce the 
withdrawal of aftiliation. 





schools. the Minister of Edu- 
cation, Inehe Mohammed 
Khir bin Johari, told the 
Straits Times today. 


He was commeniing on the 
appeal by the _ president of 
the United Chinese School 
Teachers’ Association, Mr. 
Lim Lian Geok, who called 
on the Government to relax 
regulations relating to the 
establishment of private 
schools. 

Mr. Lim told the Federa- 
tion National Teachers’ con- 
ference here yesterday that 
this would be one way to re- 
lieve the acute shortage of 


accommodation in Malayan 
schools. 
Inche Mohammed Khir 


said: “It has always been the 
policy of the Government to 
encourage private schools. 
“At the same time, how- 
ever, it has a duty to see that 
parents and school children 


schools. 

“While we appreciate the 
eontribution made by some 
private schools in providing 
education for those who are 
not allowed to continue their 
schooling in other schools. we 
are determined not to allow 
sharks to exploit the situa- 


‘Our duty’ 


“It is our duty to see that 

hools run on 
proper lines so that the 
parents, as well as the school 


nm, 


so| children, receive full benefit 


from them. 

“These schools are required 
to have properly qualified 
teachers and suitable build- 
ings, in conformity with the 
Government’s educational 





policy.” 





Welfare state: Expert 
aid from Britain 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 7. 


AN INTERNATIONAL Labour Organisation ex- 


pert has 
Government 
and public assistance. 

He is Mr. F. B. Matthews, 
57. an offical of the British 
Ministry of Pensions and Na- 
tional Insurance. He will be 
here for six months. 

Mr. Matthews was recom- 
mended by the ILO to re- 
place another ILO expert, Mr. 
G. J. Brocklehurst, who left 
for Trinidad after drawing up 
a social security plan for 5S 1- 
gapore. 

Mr. Matthews said today: 
“My mission is to prepare a 
draft Bill in socia) insurance 
and public assistance for the 
Government’s consideration.” 

He said the reports of Mr. 
Brocklehurst and the com- 
mittee on minimum 6 stan- 
dards of livelihood, were “ex- 
cellent” and formed a good 


arrived in Singapore ~ 
draft legislation in social insurance 


to help the 


basis for the next stage of 
his work. 

Mr. Matthews is now pre- 
paring a draft form of legis- 
lation for consideration by 
the minister and his perma- 
nent secretary. 

He will soon have talks 
with officials of the Trea- 
sury and other Government 
departments affected under 
the proposed scheme. 


a 

Polls committee 

TELUK ANSON, Jan. 7.—In 
preparation for the §forth- 
coming state and parliamen- 
tary elections. the Lower 
Perak division of UMNO has 
formed an executive elections 





committee here 


will get a fair deal from these! 





WATCH ON PRIVATE. 
SCHOOL ‘SHARKS’ 
| 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 7. 

THE Federation Government will 
“sharks” to exploit the increasing demand for! 
education in this country. 


And that is why it is keep- ;- 
ing a strict watch on private | 


not allow) 





Business | 
on firmer 
footing 


KK LUMPUR, Jan. 7. 

*—Business activity 
in the Federation has 
been put on a firmer 
basis with the whittling 
down of “mushroom” 
firms last year, accord- 
ing to an official of the 
Registry of Companies 
today. 

He said that although the 
latest figures for 1958 show- 
€d a decrease of 30 compan- 
les registered from 1957, the 

rms were of solid charac- 


ter with generally higher 
authoriseq capitals. 


Total capital 





Among the 210 firms re- 
gistered last year—with a 
total authorised capital of 


about $218 million — eight 
were public companies and 
11 established firms which 


were inaugurated in Singa- 

pore but have formed separ- 

ae companies in the Federa- 
n. 


There were five new in- 
surance firms, two new 
banks and 54 new external 
companies. 


The spokesman said: 
“These are the t of firms 
we want—reputable, sound 
ones—not mushroom com- 
panies.” 


He saiq that after court 
proceedings concerning cer- 
tain dubious companies last 
year the Government took 
stringent measures against 
such firms. 

He said the authorised 
capitals of many firms regis- 
tered last year were between 
$1 million and $20 million. 


‘Expanding’ 





“I think the generous 
terms of the Pioneer Indus- 
tries Bill have had some 
effect on increased indivi- 
dual investments here. 


“There ig no doubt that 
despite the lower figures 
business is expanding.” 


Firms which were establ- 
ished in Singapore but form- 
ed separate companies here 
last year included the Cold 
Storage Patterson Simons 
Ltd., Glaxo Laboratories, 
Par Paints, Imperial Chemi- 
cal Industries and several 
motor companies 


A total of 28 local com- 
panies Were struck off the 
register. and 23 are volun- 
tarily winding up. Forty- 
three external companies 


| the St. Theresa’s 





ere struck off the register 


Thomas 
of the City 
Council 


YNINGAPORE, Jan. 7. 
) —Mr. rranc.s 
Thomas, the Minister 
for Communications 
and Works, today de- 
fended the City Coun- 
cil and described its 


officials as “charming 
people.” 
He told 51 teachers from 


Convent 
and the Paya Lebar Metho- 
dist Girl’s School, who were 
attending a civics course: 
“They are ever willing to 
help and listen to your 
grievances.” 


Criticism 

Mr. Thomas defended the 
City Council when one of 
the teachers from the St. 
Theresa’s Convent criticised 
the condition of the road 
leading to the school. 

Three other teachers fol- 
lowed, and soon there was 
a volley of criticisms against 
the Government and the 
council. 

One of the teachers said: 
“It is over a year since we 
have written to the City 
Council ~ vg 8 for the 
road — Bukit urmei — 
to be at least levelled, 

“At present even pedes- 
trians find it difficult to 
move along the bumpy 
track. In an emergency it is 
impossible for an ambulance 
to drive through.” 


Do its best 


Mr. Thomas said his mi- 
nistry could not deal with 
the problem because the 
area was within city limits. 

The City Council, he said, 
was trying to do its best. 
There were many roads in 
the city on the list for re- 
pairs or construction. 

“Perhaps your road is not 
on the priority list,” he 
added. 

Mr. Thomas advised them 
to send a delegation to the 
council’s information Bu- 
reau. When asked if it 
would be unlawful for them 
teachers to appeal in a 
body, he said it was not. 


Bank awaits 
close order 


PENANG, Jan. 7 
7s Penang manager of the 
Bank of China, Mr. Tai 
Yun Feng, said today that 
he was still awaiting instruc- 
tions from ‘his Singapore 
headquarters regarding the 
closing of the local branch. 
“So far, I have had no offi- 
cia] advice,” Mr. Tai told the 
Straits Times. 


Referring to a rumour that 
the staff would pe paid two 
years’ salary in lieu of notice. 
Mr. Tai said he did not know 
anything about this. Nor had 
he been asked to give notice 


to his staff 

FOOTNOTE: The _ bank’s 
Singapore headquarters an- 
nounced yesterday that its 
Kuala Lumpur and Penang 
branches were making pre- 
parations to wind up. in ac- 
cordance with verbal instruc- 
tions from a Federation Gov- 
ernment representative that 
the bank must be liquidated 
within three months. 
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| keligious instruction poses a 
| problem 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 8. 





‘onoky |BEAT REDS BY _ 
Tengku EpUCATION 





Oo 


— 


ot. OO 1 


Dee. YS oF 


—aoritr tf tT mE 


HEADMASTERS of s 


everal Government Eng- 


lish secondary schools and aided Chinese 
middle schools here were today puzzling over 
how to get staff to give religious instruction as 
the scheduled date for the courses to begin looms 


near. 


A few told the Straits Times that they were 


looking to religious bodie 





Tengku is 
confident 
about plan 


CALA LUMPUR, 

Jan. 8.—Muslims 
in the Federation have 
been told not to hoid 
feasts for the soul of 
the dead because it is 
against the teachings 
of Isiam. 


They are also not to 
decorate the bier as it is 
“haram” (forbidden). 

The rulings, made by 
the Mufti of Trengganu, 
luan Syed Yuson pin Ali 
al-Zawawi, have been cir- 
cularised to all mosques 
and religious _ institutions 
in the state. 

Today Muslim leaders 
througnout the country 
expressed support for the 
rulings. 


No such thing 





In the circular, Tuan 
Haji Yusoft said: “No such 


thing Was done during 
the time of rrophet mo- 
hamed. 


“The feasts (held on the 
third fiftn, seventh, 40th 
and 100th night). are not 
only contrary to the teach- 
ings of Islam, but a 
waste of money which 
may even lead to relativ- 
es or dependents of the 
deceased running into 
financial difficulties. 

“Decorating the bier of 
a dead Muslim is forbidden 
by the religion because it 
Orginates trom the Hindu 
infiuence.” 

The Chief Kathi of 
Selangor, Tuan Haji Hus- 
Sein, said: “The Koran 
and Muslim religious works 
Clearly state that these 
things are forbidden. 


Tradition 





“But though Islam 
came to this country for 
nearly 600 years, there are 
stil] traces of the Hindu 
influence in Malay cus- 
tom. They have become 
Dart of the Malay tradi- 
tion and, therefore, extre- 
mely hard to stop.” 

In PENANG, the princi- 
pal of the Masriah Arabic 
School at Bukit Mertajam, 
Tuan Haji Ahmad Faud, 
said: “Though it is all 
right for a Muslim to hold 
a feast prayer after 4 
death, it is strictly against 
the teachings of Islam | to 
extend it several days. 


New MCA youth 
branch opened 


TRIANG, Jan. 8. — More 


than 400 people attended the | 
MCA youth branch opening | 


ceremony here yesterday. 

A tea-party was held. 
lowed by basketball and 
table-tennis matches in 
which delegates from several 
youth branches in the dis- 
trict took part. 


fol- 





S to provide instructors. 


But religious leaders said 
they did not have the staff. 


They were depending on 
teachers to volunteer to 
| attend special instructors’ 


; courses and to pass on their 
| Knowledge to pupils. 


A spokesman for the Mini- 
Stry of Education, however, 
was optimistic. He Said 


| difficulties should be expec- 


ted in a new venture and 
predicted that “in a short 
w hile more, the entire 
scheme would be fuliy imple- 
mented.” 


Parents’ wishes 





The Ministry had earlier 
announced that as a large 
proportion of parents of se- 
condary school pupils have 
opted for a specific religion, 
courses would be given for 
Cavholics, Christians (who 
will be treated as one group 
by agreement with their res- 
pective church leaders), Mu- 
slims Buddhists and Hindus. 

It has left the provision of 
instructors to the principals 


and the respective religious 
bodies. 
The principals of three 


schools announced today that 
they would proceed with ins- 
truction in ethics for all pu- 
puis when the new scnooi year 
starts On Monuay unth wey 
have qualllied Instrucwrs. 


Describing the position as 
“stl very iiula,” tne princi- 


pal ot Bartiey Seconaary 
scnool, Mr. h. W. Jesuuason, 
Said; 

“Even in the teaching of 


ethics, teachers do not Know 
as yet how to approach tne 
subject in an eliective Man- 
ner. We will have to walt till 
the end of the first term to 
see how successtully every- 
tuning works out.” 


Volunteers 





The principal of Raffles 
Institution, Mr, 7. Ambiava- 
gar, Said that although one 
Catholic body had offered to 
provide an instructor, notn- 
ing aefinite 
arranged. 


“For the time being, 


coys,” he said. 


The principal of the | 
Chinese High School, Mr. 
Cheng An Lun, was also | 
despondent over the pro- 
spect of starting religious | 
instruction on the scheduled | 
date. 


“I do not have the in- 
structors,” he said, “but we 


will give every pupil instruc- | 


tion in ethics once a week.” 


Mr. Patrick Mowe, vice- | 
president of the Catholic | 
Teachers’ Movement, said 


they only needed another 20 | 


volunteers from Government 


secondary schools to teach, 
Catholic doctrine as there 
were comparatively few 
Catholic youths in these 
schools. 


At present, about 20 were 
being trained together with 
about 200 from Government 
primary schools. 


schools to be covered, 
added, 





had yet been | 


we | 
will teach ethics to all the ' 


Only a) 
| few more were needed to add | 
‘to the latter group for “4 

e | 


'to those who occupied the! 


back 


from 
Manila 


UALA LUMPUR, 
Jan, 8—The Prime 
Minister, Tengku Abdu! 
Rahman, returned to 
Kuala Lumpur today 
from his five-day visit 
to the Philippines, 
confident that his pro- 
posed economic and 
cultural alliance of 
South-East Asian coun- 
tries will be achieved. 
He said that Malaya’s am- 
bassador to Japan, Dr. Lee 
Tiang Keng, is remaining in 
the Philippines to carry on 
discussions “from where I 
left off” with the Philippines 
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Felix- 
serto Serrano, 


There will probably be talks 
between Malaya and _ Indo- 
nesia, which has welcomed 
the proposal. 

The tired but smiling 
Prime Minister was met by 
most of the diplomatic corps, 
cabinet members. Service 
= and others at the air- 
sor 

To the Press, the Tengku 
said that the theme of his 
visit had been: “Asian nations 
must realise their responsi- 
bilities and face them. They 
must not depend too much 
on Western powers.” 

What impressed him most 
in the Philippines, he _ said, 
was the “real longing” of the 
Filipinos to come back into 
the Eastern world. 

He added: “They were 
drifting away to the Western 
world to which they did not 
belong. But now there is the 
realisation that they belong 
to the Malay race.” 


The Tengku then spoke 


about the possibility of his 
cultural and economic al- 
liance among _ South-East 


Asian countries succeeding. 
_He said: “An organisation 
like this can solve a lot. 

“There are potentialities in 
South-East Asia which, if 
got together, can be usefiil 
for us all,” he said. “We cun 
protect our interests and en- 
courage investment by many 
other countries.” 


The Tengku added that ne | 


hoped to appoint a senior off! 
nar to be ambassador in Ma 
nila. 





PLAN READY 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 9. 


A 


SPECIAL five-man working committee set up 
to draw a blueprint for the Government to 


fight Communism through education has submitted 
its plan to the general syllabus committee. 


The deputy Chief «du- 
cation Adivser, Mr. D. H. 
Christie, told the Straits 


Times today the plan, with 
a syllabus of subjects like 
ethics, reasoning, logic and 
civics as a counter to sub- 
version, was now being 
studied by the general syl- 
abus committee. 

The working committer 
was headed by the Adviser on 
Further Education, Mr. J.R 
North. 

The plan would need the 
approval of the general syl- 
iabus committee. Ihere might 
be modifications before’ i! 
could be implemented. 


Democracy 
Following the committee’s 


approval it would’ be sub- 
mitted to the Minister o! 
Education, Inche Mo- 


hamed Khir bin Johari, for 
his approval. 

The Government had 
thought it necessary to in- 
troduce special subjects wm 


school curricula to show pu- 
pils how democracy was su- 
perior to Communist dic- 
tatorship. 

In announcing the plan 
last June Inche Mohamed 
Khir said that just as Com- 
munist schools taught Com- 
munism “it is logical that 
we should teach our chil- 
dren the fundamental beliefs 
9f democracy.” 


AUSTRALIAN 
PUBLISHER 
PASSES AWAY 


SINGAPORE, Jan. 9—Col. Sir 
George Lansell, well-known 
newspaper proprietor in Vic- 
toria, Australia, and a former 
member of the Victorian 
Legislative Council, died in 
Bendigo, his home town, this 
week. 

Sir George was a chairman 
of several Australian com- 
panies as well as_ proprietor 
for 24 years of the Bendigo 





Advertiser. He was also a 
director of the Bendigo 
broadcasting station, 3CV, 


and State Counsellor to the 
Returned Soldiers’ League. 
His daughter, Mrs. R.A.C. 


| Wills, of Singapore, left by air 


today to attend the funeral. 





Praise for Tengku 


PENANG, Jan. 8—The pre- | 
sident of the Penang Govern- , 


ment Temporary 
Union Mr. Chua Chin Kooi! 
| today praised’ the Prime | 


Minister, Tengku Abdu) Rah- 


man, for having at heart the | 


“plight and welfare” of Gov 


ernment temporary officers 


“] feel confident that we 


Officers'|can depend on the Federa! 


Government to help. solve 
our problems by absorbing us 
into the permanent estab. 
lishment,’ he said 








ASIA’S BIG 
BURDEN 
IS PEOPLE, 
SAY RADIO 
EXPERTS 


GINGAPORE, Jan, 8.— 
Over-popuiation has 
placed a very heavy 
burden on under-deve- 
loped countries in As.a, 
said speakers’ taking 
part in a discussion over 

Radio Singapore to- 
night. 

The guest speaker, Mr. 
Gunnar Myrdal, a Swedish 
economist, agreed with Mr. 
Dennis Bloodworth, a journa- 
list, that Communist China's 
support of family planning 
was “a most important” 
development from the point 
of view of Asia. 

Dr, Goh Keng Swee, a 
focal economist, said there 


was no clear-cut plan to 
meet population growth in 
Asia. though there were 


plans in the Federation to 
tackle the problem by open- 
ing up new lands, nothing 
substantial had been done. 


Two snags 


Two snags faced land 
development, Dr. Goh said. 
One was that people were 
reluctant to leave the city 
or their kampongs to assume 
the role of ploneers; the 
other was that capital would 
have to be found to im- 
plement such a project on a 
big scale. These problems 
wir 9 common to all Asia, he 
said. 


Mr. Myrdal saw “real 
value” in aid programmes 
like the Colombo Plan, but 


he felt that very much more 
could be achieved if such aid 
was multilateral. More im- 
portant than aid was trade 
= capital movement, he 


The panei also agreed tliat 
the under-developed coun- 
tries must open new lands 
one industrialise at the same 

me. 


Other members of the 
panel were Prof, T. H. Sil- 
cock and Dr. Lim Tay Boh 
of the University of Malaya’s 
economics department. Mr. 
Derek Cooper was chairman. 





Kelantan ‘Minister’ warns squatters 


KOTA BHARU, Jan. 8. — 


| The illegal occupation of land 


in Kelantan is hampering the 
implementation of the state 
government’s five-year deve- 
lopment plan. 

This was stated at a Press 
conference here yesterday by 
the state’s “Minister” for 
natural resources, Inche Oth- 
man bin Udin. 

He warned that those who 
had occupied state land ille- 
gally since merdeka would re 
prosecuted. But sympathetic 
consideration would be given 


land illegally before inde- 
pendence. 

This, Inche Othman said. 
was because “pre-merdeka” | 


land would already have been 
cultivated. 


the government’s 
opening between 


hope of 
10,000 to 


| 12,000 acres this year under 


the government’s five-year 
plan. 
Fifty settlement officers’ 


would be needed to carry out 
the work. 


Inche Othman said most of 


the land earmarked for 
opening was in the Ulu Ke- 


_lantan district. 


e government would 
spend $150,000 this year to 
implement part of its five- 


| 
The “minister” spoke about | 7°83" plan. 


About 25,000 people have 
applied for land in the state 

The government wil] not 
entertain fresh applications 
until the present ones are 
dealt with. 

The government is now 
carrying out a survey to find 
out the extent of illeeal land 
occupation in the state. 
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to boycott standing committee meetings. 
- seen ——— The 


Women plan 


war against : 


striptease 


ENANG, Jan. 8— 
Women members of 

the Penang MCA will 
hold a meeé.ing on 


Jan. 11 to consider ask- 
ing the State Govern- 
men; to ban striptease 
shows. 


“Many members have ask- 
ed us to take up the matter,” 
the chairman of the women's 
section, Mrs. Lim Chong Eu, 
wife of the MCA national 
president, said today. 

“Il am in favour of a ban, 
1 feel the stopping of such 
shows will be good for our 
young generation.” 


FOOTNOTE; There is only 
one striptease revue in Pen- 
ang. It nas been performing 
fur the past eight months 
before dwindling audiences. 


council constitution 
provides that a member 
‘shall, by ordinary resolution, 
lose his seat if he does not 
attend three consecutive 
ommittee meetings.” 


A law repealed in 1950 pro- 
vided that a commissioner 
should cease to be a member 
of the Municipal Commis 
sion, if he did not attend a 
meeting of the = standing 
committee for three months 
| The municipal authurities 
had been stuaying the legal 
aspects and possible conse 
Quences of the boycott since 
the two Socialist Frunt mem 
bers — Mr. V. David and 
Mr. S S Nayagam — an 
nounced their stand at the 
Vecember meeting 


They refused to serve ut 
Standing committees because 
they were not consulted by 





i 
| 


the majority party the 
Alliance. 
Since then, Mr. Nayagaim 


has written to the muni ‘pai 
president, Mr. A. VD. YOrkK, 
‘listing 11 committees vf nis 
tne. 





The secretary ot the Muni 
Cipal Council, Inche Moham 
ed Din bin Ali, today said. 

“Mr. Nayagam nas to tus 
at least three secunders be 
_fore his request can be con 
sidered by the genera! pur 
Doses commMittee.” 








CALL FOR 


A SOCIAL 


SECURITY SCHEME 


THE PRESIDENT of the 


SEREMBAN, Jan. 8. 
Maiayan Central Welfare 


Councu, Mr. B. H. Tan, said today social security 
and vid age schemes should be s.arted in the Fed- 


etalon, 


Mr. lan, who recently at- 
Lenued tile tuintna interna- 
tivnai Conference of social 
Wlré in LOsYO, said he would 
discuss tue subdject with the 
Mun.scer for Labour and So- 
cia: Welfare) Mr. Ong Yoke 
Lin, 

“Il was greatly impressed 
by the scnemes in the United 
States and some countries 
in Europe,” he added. 


Ot the conference, attend- 
ed by 1,700 delegates, Mr 
lan said: “Quite a number 
of internationa] figures were 
aiways speaking of Singa- 





pure instead of the Federa- 
uon. 

“It ls py sending more de- 
legates tu sucon cuonlerences 
aid speaking about oul 
country thal tne rest of the 
Wulid can Know us better.’ 

Alter the conterence, Mr. 
lan attended the first Asian 
seminar on tamily life ana 
nental nealth at Mania 
fourteen countries were fe- 
yresented 

Mr. Tan said more dele- 
gates snould be sent to such 
seminars tO enable other 
countries to learn 
family life in Malaya 





Siam export quota 
on rice lifted 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 7. 


HE 


Siamese Government 


Mas lfted the rice 


export quota of 100 tons per order for locai rice 
importers, the Straits Times learned today. 


Federation importers can 
now order any quantity ol 
rice they like from Siam as 
there has been a good har- 
vest there 


COMMITTEE 








GIVE APRIL 1 


DEADLINE 


PENANG, Jan. 8 —The 
Muslim Board's executive 
committee of 18 will re- 
sign if the State Govern- 
ment does not set up a 
Muslim religious council 
before April 1. 

The committee have de- 
cided to send this ultima- 
tum to the Penang Gov- 
ern nent. 

The committee have set 
Anr'l 30 as the deadline for 
their resignation. 


Last month importers could 
only order 100 tons each time 

A spokesman of the Sia- 
mese Embassy here said today 
that he expected the price of 
Siamese rice to drop in Mala 
|ya by at least 20 per -ent. 
|from its current rate of $30 
a picul 
| He said that Malaya how- 
;ever. might import less rice 
| from Siam this year because 
}of an expected high produc- 
| tion 

“There should be no trouble 
over obtaining rice this year 
|Almost every rice growing 
jpart of the world has had 
| good harvests and world pro- 
| duction will increase.” 


| 
‘ > at | 
ee a sedate’ |Siang Tat; Ward No. 5: Mr. 


| there would also be no incon- 
lveniences this year about 
lletters of credit Individual 


'firms here could make what- | 


;ever arrangements they liked 
|with Siamese exporters. 


starts in 


about | 


trade 


Malayan 
durian 
cake 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Jan. 8.—Malayan 
durian cake (ieim- 
pok), Wrapped in 
uransparent paper, 
will soon be export- 
ed, parlicularly to 
Middie East miar- 
kets where the 
people have a sweel 
Looth. 
fhe Federation Chief 
Co-operalive Market- 
ing Oimecer, Inche 
Hussein bin lbrahim. 
had wich him one 
Kati: of the best duri- 
an cake on a recent 
round the world tour. 
He Offered siices to tne Ame- 


ricans, the English, the 

Dutch and Egyptians. 
These, said Inche Hussein, 

were their reactions: 


AMERICANS: The aroma 
was just too much tor 
them to stand. 

ENGLISH: Tney were non- 
committal. They preferred 
biue cheese, 


Egyptians loved 
tne smell, too 


WUTCH: Some of them took 
a deep breath belore swal- 
lowing tne cake. 

Bul the EGYrasANS “from 
tne miadle ciass to the 
leliahin tell tor it,” Iln- 
che Hussein said 

lhey loved everytning about 
tne cake, inciuding the 
aroma. 

So pOpular was the durian 
cake in Cairo tnat Inche 
Hussein had nothing ieit 

| Of Mis Kati lor tne Ladians 
and Ceylonese. 

!Now Inche Hussein has 
| asked his officers on the 
| Kast Coast to select durian 
| gYrowerg and the _ locality 
for producing durian 
cakes for export. 


| 

| 

|“For a start production will 
/ be on a small scale. _ If 
| things go well, the Go- 
vernment will consider 
helping fruit growers to 
build a durian cake fac- 
tory,” he said. 


| Would the Government 
consider “treating” tne 
durian aroma to get a 
wider market? 

Inche Hussein replied: “If 
We did tha:, there would 
be no durian in the cake.” 


Triang picks 
‘councillors 


TRIANG (Pahang), Jan. 8. 
-~The following were elected 











‘in the Triang local council 
;election yesterday: 
Ward No. 3: Mr. Soh 


Loh Lang Man; Ward No. 10; 
Mr. Ng Kim Chuan, 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. Tham Hun Lin = was 
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Boycott may cost An export GOVT. KEEPS AN EYE 
two Socialists 


seats on council 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 8. 
HE [WO Socialist Front members of Municipal 
Council may lose their seats if they continue 


The best way of meet- 
ing competition was Lo 
reduce the cost of pro- 
duction, he said. 


“The Government is en- 
couraging tne production of 
cheaper poultry teed,” he 
said. 

“Good use can be made ot 
surplus pineappies, fsn and 
vapioca, for example. 

“Tne problem of 
eggs [rom China was very 
serious last year, but since 
cnen We Nave been abie to 
aiulay the fears of our tarm- 
ers,” he said. 


“One of the steps 
was that the name of the 
country of origin must be 
sva.nped on the eggs. 


‘Bad eggs’ 


“This will give 

fair chance to 
quality. Naturally 
produced eggs have 
vantage since 
fresher.” 


cheap 


taken 


people a 
compare 
locally 
an ad- 
they are 


Eggs importeq from China 
were retailed at eight cents 
each. The imported price 
was four cents each. 


Local eggs retail at 16 
cents each 


Inche JoNarj said: “The 
eggs trom China are ex- 
ported at most uneconomic 
prices. 

“Anyway, they are bad 
eggs as they Must be at 
least a month old before 
reaching the consumers 
here.” 


There are more than 16.- 
000,000 fowls in the Federa- 


tion, half of which have 
been vaccinated against 
ranikhet, 


Inche Johari said it was 
dificult to estimate the 
aumber of eggs produced in 
the Federation. 


TWO-YEAR 
SCHEME TO 
REV ALUE 
PROPERTY 


UALA LUMPUR, 
Jan. 8—A _ British 





job by the Municipal 
' Council of revaluing 
| 31,000 properties. 


| The firm, Messrs. Geraid 
'Eve and Co., chartered sur- 


veyors, will take two and 
halt years to finish the w2tk. 
The acting Municipal 


| treasurer, Mr. Tai Yoon Loy, 
| Saiq that there had not been 
revaluation of properties 
| since the town was started. 
| The partner of the firm 
| Mr. J. E. C. Strathon, said 
| that work would entail] in- 
| sDection of all rateable hold- 
} 


tings in Kuala Lumpur. 

Three resident experts 
| would be stationed here to 
| work with local valuers 


| 


' 
1 


Social meeting 


| MERSING, Jan. 7. —The Sri 
|Mersing Youth Club will hold 


returned unopposed in Ward|% social gathering here on 


| No. 8 


Feb, 27. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
j 
| 
| 
H 





| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


firm has been given the} 





{ 
} 





ON IMPORT OF EGGS 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 8. 

THE DIRECTOR of Veterinary Services, Inche 

Johari bin Haji Mohamed Daud, said today 

that the Government was keeping a close watch 

on imports of cheap eggs, about which Malayan 
poultry farmers are deeply worried. 

Inche Johari said: “The poultry farmers 

want the Government to ban egg imports but 


this cannot be done until we can produce 
enough for our own consumption.” 





Youths in 
big rush to 
join 
commercial 
classes 


JC UALA LUMPUR. 
Jan. 8—The rush 
for admission to com- 
mercial schools in the 
Federation is on. 
Thousands of youths 
want to join the classes 


to better their 
ehances of finding 
work. 

Principals Of leading 


commercia] institutes here 
said today they expected 
the annual intake in the 
federa) capital alone to in- 
crease from 2,000 to at least 
3.000 pupils. 


They said reports from 
other main commercial edu- 
cation centres showed there 
was a big rush for places 
throughout the country. 


The large number of ap- 
plicants this year comes 
mainly from: 


@ THE 6.398 PUPILS 
who sat for the Senior 
Cambridge School Certifi- 
cate examination last year 
but have not obtained ad- 
mission to form six; 


@ THE FORMIDABLE 
FIGURE of 17,000 pupils 
who either failed or were 
borderline cases in the re- 
cent secondary school en- 
trance examination; and 


@ THE LARGE NUM- 
BER of pupils who took the 
Lower Certificate of Edu- 


cation examination and 
were not promoted. 
The majority of the 


youths are seeking places 
in typewriting, shorthand 
and book-keeping classes, 
as they are only qualified 
to take these courses. 


Typewriting is open to 
those who were in form one 
or above, or were border- 
line cases in the secondary 
School entrance examina- 
tion, 


Shorthand requires either 
a pass in the Lower Certi- 
ficate of education, or form 
four qualification. Book- 
keeping is for those of form 
three standard. 


Only those who have 
passed the Senior Cam- 
bridge School Certificate 


examination or commercial 
courses are accepted for 


accountancy, costing, com- 
mercial law, economics and 
secretariat practice. 
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As I was saying... 


pes evidence of sab- 
otage as the cause 
of Thursday night’s 
Singapore blackout 
fortunately looks very 
thin. But if there is 
any reason at all to 
suspect sabotage, then 
the precautions which 
the Deputy Mayor has 
ordered are justified. 


But Mr. Ong Pang Boon wilil 
have to stop accusing the 
newspapers of blowing a 
fuse about blackouts. No 
newspaper would have 
dared to be quite so sensa- 
tional with so little to go 
on. 

The mishap involved a 
transformer, its busbar 
and a main cable. One 
reason for suspecting 
sabotage is that the trans- 
former is only eight years 
old, and ought to be still 
on its best behaviour 

Another is that this sort of 
fault is ‘‘unusual.” 


It certainly doesn’t happen 
every night. In fact with 
this particular transformer 
i: has happened apparent- 
ly just once in eight 
years, That is hardly 
evidence of sabotage 

The official statement 
nevertheless says that 
the possibility of equip- 
ment being tampered 
with is not ruled out, and 
supports this suspicion 
with the opinion that 
the mishap “may not 
be altogether accidental.” 

As the engineers have been 
forbidden to speak to the 
press, conjecture ends as 
well as begins with this 
not very communicative 
hand-out. 

The police have been rc- 
quested to put _— special 
guards at the power sta- 
tions, and twenty watcn- 
men are being engaged to 
look after other installa- 
tions. If there has been 
sabotage, they may stop 
it. If there has_ been 
overloading, which is the 
obvious explanation, then 
the Council needs not 
watchmen but engineers. 

What happened to the ap- 
plications which followed 
the first call for Asian 
engineers? I understand 
the Japanese refused to 
come because the pay Was 
too low. They had though* 
the Council’s dollars were 
American. 


HE affairs of the Malayan 
T Federation of Clerical 
and Administrative Staffs 
Union make an interesting 
paragraph in the history 
of Malayan trades 
unionism. F 
The union was struck off the 
register last week, Appar- 
ently it has not submitted 
its annual returns to the 
registrar since 1956. 
An annual meeting which 
should have been held in 
October 1957 wasn’t con- 
vened. Attention was 
drawn to this failure. and 
the union was given a 
year’s grace. 
In October 1958 new officials 


were appointed, but they 
declined to be responsible 
for anything that had 


gone before, and although 
an attempt was made to 
get in touch with the for- 
mer president and secre- 
tary nothing effective 
seems to have been done. 
While the new officials ob- 
viously could not be held 
responsible for the mls- 
takes and omissions of the 
outgoing officers, it Was 
of course their duty to put 
things right as far as they 
could. 
They explained the position 
to the registrar, and now 
seem to be surprised that 
the registrar decided to 
cancel the union's re- 


gistration. 

Are there no books, no finan- 
cial accounts, 
of past meetings? 
not a 


no minutes 
This is 


small union, It 


claims a 
6,000. 
There seems to be good 
reason for police inquiries, 
always supposing the 
Police can find time from 
their other pressing du- 
ties. such as taking young 
Siamese ladies off trains. 


membership of 


wy 
> 


ae oan fearless and free 
is the’ London paper the 
People, a masthead claim 
Which was backed last 
Sunday with a front page 
report on “the two greatest 
events for one thousand 
years.” 

The first of them you know 
all about. or as much as 
the Russians have told and 
rest of the world’s scien- 
tists have guessed. 

Every Sunday paper report- 
ed the miracle in the sky. 
Only the People, circulat- 


ion five million, reported 
the miracie under the 
ground. 


A group of scientists in 
America have proved that 
seeds for which prayers 
have been offered grow 
more quickly than those 
Which have not been 
blessed. 

Incredible? It may sound so 
to you, but the People 
has pictures to prove it. 
Although why the People 
thought no-one would be- 
lieve in its precious seed- 
lings without pictures of 
them is beyond me. Every- 
body believed the moon 
rocket, without pictures. 

The big picture on page one 
is of two pans of earth, 
and a hand holding a foot 
ruler. The pan on the left 


holds three lima bean 
Sprouts, 15 inches high. 
These were the plants 
that were grown with 


prayer. In the pan on the 
right nothing shows above 
the soil. No prayers, no 
plants. 


In two full inside pages the 
People’s New York corres- 
pondent (oh yes, they 
were American prayers) 
tells the story. “I am priv- 
ileged to report,” writes 
Len Coulter, “the most 
fateful scientific experi- 
ment of the 20th cen- 


tury.” 
4 


HE great experimenter ts 

Franklin Loehr. of the 
Religious Research Found- 
ation. Los Angeles. 

Mr Loehr began with two 
jars of spring water, 
bought from the _ local 
grocer. One jar was taken 
to the prayer circle, pass- 
ed f 9m hand to hand for 
a personal prayer, and 
then given a thirty min- 
utes group prayer. 

In six pans were planted 
lima beans, corn’ and 
sweet peas. There was no 
difference in the pans, the 
soil or the amount of 
water given the seeds — 
except that three of the 
pans were given plain 
spring water and three 
the water blessed by pray- 


er. 

Well. there the pictures are. 
Stunted looking growth or 
soil unbroken by seedlings 
in three of the pans, and 
fine healthy seedlings in 
the other three. 

Final proof? In a later ex- 
periment a pan of bless- 
ed seeds sprouted in the 
normal way. No difference 
could be seen between the 


blessed lima beans . 14d 
the unbles:ed 
Puzzled. Mr. Loehr sought 


an explanation. He asked 
his chief assistant about 
the prayers. Perhaps there 
had been something wrong 
with them 


lie was right. There hadn’t 
been any prayers. His 
chief assistant “cssumed 


that Mr. Loehr had said 
all the prayers, and Mr. 
Loehr assumed that his 
assistants had. 

Like every good newspaper- 
man, reporter Coulter is a 
hard bitten sceptic. He is 
not entirely convinced. 


Beyond doubt there is a 
power higher than § any- 
thing known in nature, 
he writes, a power exer- 
cised by the mind or soul. 

But is it really prayer, or 
just some other form of 
mental energy? Cautious 
Coulter dodges that one. 
“I am not myself prepar- 


ed to say.” 

I wonder if Mr. Coulter 
knows how many beans 
make five? Lima, of 
course. 


a 


istening yesterday to the 

customary performance 
of the M.C.C.’s early bats- 
men the thought occurred 
whether May could not 
strike a psychological 
blow for England by dis- 
pensing with the formality 
of an opening pair. 
confess, however, I cannot 
quite see how this is. to 
be done. Even if May dec- 
ided to concede the first 
two wickets, and begin 
England’s innings with a 
third wicket stand, arith- 
metically the third wicket 
pair would become_ Eng- 
land’s openers and subject 
consequently to the usual 
attack of duckitis, or some- 
thing like it, 

Simply to instruct the first 
pair of batsmen to offer 
no resistance, and get out 
as soon as possible, 
wouldn't do either, for this 
wouldn’t represent any 
noticeable change. 

Like most cricket problems 
it remains an entertain 
ing but completely baffling 
dialectical exercise. 

Are there no Peruvians for 
Mr. May to call on? 


M 


gr geocosy of.a diplomat: 
A man who has learned 
to disagree without being 
disagreeable. 
CYNICUS 


no 
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WEEK-END STUDY 





MADE UP — Photo by Chia Yun 


“peoersesentaries 
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Friday, Jan. 2, 1957. 
LTHOUGH for vari- 
ous reasons the Tuan 

takes no part in Christ- 
mas and New Year cele- 
| brations he suffers at the 
time from a_ peculiar 
languor that persists till 
after the newspapers 
have exhausted their 
conventional supply of 
blah blah; which § few 
people read. 

The New Year having 
dawned, we can now get 
down to hard facts and 
brass tacks. 

December 31 was the day 
| when the Regent and the 
| Dato Mentri Besar of Jo- 
hore arrived in Kota Tinggi 
to proclaim that the 
south-east district of 
Johore was now a White 
area after being overrun 





years 


by CTs. for ten and a half 


Among the _ spectators 
entitled to a chair on the 
padang was, of course, the 
Tuan. It was a hot sunny 
morning, and the tarpaulin 
roofing over the seating 
gave little relief to the 
chair people. That only 
two Home Guards, after an 
hour on parade, fainted is 
a testimony to the stamina 
of that body of men 

* * * 


N his speech the Regent 

thanked the various 
armed forces who had 
brought about the surrend- 
er of all but two of the 
known CTs in the district. 
The Tuan was_ grieved 
at the absence from ‘the 
march past of a section of 
those noble men who d 
manned the Central Cook- 
ing kitchens to boil the 
rice. There is no doubt at 
all that had there been 
no “nasi kawah" the war 
would still be on 

At noon everyone 
journed to the 


ad- 
Interna- 





(From the Straits Times 
of Jan, 14, 1909), 


ance 
threats of strikes 


of which frequent 
Ours are heard, are en- 


is certain their 
will admit when 
ordinance means. 

- — 





house, theatre, 
building or other place of 


HE Chief Police Officer, 

Mr, E. A. Gardiner, has 
taken steps to see that 
the Anti-Spitting Ordin- 
is enforced with 
discretion, and that the 
and 
boycotts of various kinds, 
rum. 


tirely uncalled for, as it 
authors 
they 
come to realise what the 


Any person who spits on 
the floor of any school 
public 


——— 





public entertainment or 
assembly, or in any li- 
- censed public vehicle... 
or on any wharf or jetty 
or on any five-foot way 
or sidewalk of a_ public 
Street, will render him- 
Self liable to a fine of 
$25, reads the relevant 
portion of the Ordinance. 
* * - 


The streets and drains are 
pointedly omitted from 
this list, and the police 
point out there will be no 
lack of opportunity for 
anyone who is out-of- 
doors, and in that way 
inclined, to expectorate 
to his heart’s content in 
any public or private 
roadway, any drain or 
any grass plot. 


Countryman’s Journal 


tional Club where the 
townspeople had laid on 
free drinks and a satay 


lunch. The Tuan dare not 
eat this delicacy now. Had 
he known that a glass of 


champagne was on the 
menu he would not have 
had two small gin and 


tonics. He hes never liked 
fizz except as a pick-me- 
up during an illness. 


The Royal party, with 
certain high officials and 
Brigadiers, lunched at a 
special table on an elevat- 
ed platform. The departure 
of Royalty for Johore 
Bahru at 1.30 was a signal 
for the Tuan to go home 
for lunch. A_ substantial 
minority of the guests 
Stayed on to continue cele- 
brating the occasion. Alas. 
the Tuan dared not join 
them, 


It is said that when the 
Regent was going down the 
Club steps he was heard 
to mutter, “Thank good- 
ness there are no more 
White areas to be pro- 
claimed.” This is probably 
a canard. 


* ° — 
i people living in the 

countryside, who have 
been the chief sufferers 
from the Emergency res- 
trictions, are having 


various free entertainments 
laid on for them at the 
Padang and in town. 


Starting from last Wed- 
nesday night shows will be 
on till Monday, Jan. 5 
Lying in bed at night the 
Tuan delights in hearing 
the hire-cars —shuttling to 
and from the town till 
midnight carrying estate 
employees 

So great was the num- 
ber of guests at the Club 
that there v 3 practically 
only standing room in the 
lounge and billiards room. 
The Tuan had many 
friends whom he _ would 
have liked to meet had it 
not been so difficult to 
move around.—_TUAN DJEK 
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Boycott may cost An export GOVT. KEEPS AN EYE 
two Socialists 


seats on 


council 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 8. 
THE rWO Socialist Front members vt Municipal 
Council may lose their seats if they continue 


lo boycott standing committee meetings. 
— renee — ne The 


Women plan 


war against : 


striptease 


ENANG, Jan. 8.— 


mbers of had been studying 
Women members = aspects and possible conse 
the Penang MCA will quences of the boycott since 


hold a mee:ing ~§ on 


Jan. 11 to consider ask- 
ing the State Govern- 
men. to ban striptease 
shows. 


“Many members have ask- 
ed us to take up the matter,” 
the chairman of the women's 
section, Mrs. Lim Chong Eu, 
wife of the MCA national 
president, said today. 

“I am in favour of a ban, 
1 feel the Stopping of such 
Shows will be good for our 
young generation.” 


FOOTNOTE; There is only 
one striptease revue in Pen- 
ang. It nas been performing 
fur the past eight months 
before dwindling audiences. 


council constitution 
provides that a member 
‘shall, by ordinary resolution. 
;} jose his seat if he does not 
attend three consecutive 
ommittee meetings.” 


A law repealed in 1950 pro- 
vided that a commissioner 
should cease to be a member 
of the Municipal Commi: 
slow if he did not attend a 
meeting ol the standing 
committee for three months 

The municipal 





the legai 


| She two Socialist Frunt mem 
bers — Mr. V. David aud 
Mr. 8S S Nayagam — an- 
nounced their stand at the 
December meeting 


They refused to serve v1 
Standing committees because 
they were not consulted py 
the majority party the 
Alliance. 

Since then, Mr Nayagan 
has written to the muni ‘pai 
president, Mr. A. p. YOrkK, 
'listing 11 committees ot Nis 
choice. 

The secretary ot the Mui 
Clpal Council, lnche Muhan 
ed Din bin Ali today said. 

“Mr. Nayagam has to tus 
}at least three seCunders be 
fore his request can be con 
) sidered by the genera! pur 
Doses committee.” 








CALL FOR 


SECURITY SCHEME 


THE PRESIDENT of the 


Council, Mr. B. H. Tan, said today social Security 
and Jid age schemes should be S-arted in the Feqd- 


-1at10N, 


Mr. lan, who recently at- 
tenued tile winto interna- 
Givuai Conference of svcial 
Wlrk in LOKYO, said he would 
discuss tue subject with the 
Muister for Labour and So- 
clai Welfare Mr. Ong Yoke 
Lin, 

“Il was greatly impressed 
by the schemes in the United 
States and some countries 
in Kurope,” he added. 


Of the conference, attend- 
ed by 1,700 delegates, Mr 
lan said: “Quite a number 
of internationa] figures were 


A SOCIAL 


SEREMBAN, Jan. 8. 
Maiayan Central Welfare 





pore instead of the Federa- 
won, 

“it ls by sending more de- 
legates tu suca Contlerences 
aud speaking about vou 
country tnat the rest of the 
Wllid Can KnOW us better.’ 

After the conterence, Mr. 
Ian attended the first Asian 
seminar on family lite ana 
nental health at Manila 
fourteen countries were re- 
presented 

Mr. Tan said more dele- 


trade 
starts in 








durian 
cake 


KUALA LUMPUR, 


_ON IMPORT OF EGGS 


| KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 8. 
| THE DIRECTOR of Veterinary Services, Inche 
| Johari bin Haji Mohamed Daud, said today 





that the Government was keeping a close watch 
| Malayan on imports of cheap eggs, about which Malayan 


poultry farmers are deeply worried. 
Inche Johari said: “The poultry farmers 
want the Government to ban egg imports but 


this cannot be done until we can produce 
cnough for our own consumption.” 

The best way of meet- | 
ing competition was to 





authorities 


Jan. 8.—Malayan 
durian cake (tei - “The Government is en- 
poK), Wrapped in | couraging tne production ot 
-heaper it d,” 
transparent paper, | [ig P Poultry — teed,” he 


will soon be export- 


“Good use can be made ot 
ed, particularily to 


surplus pineappies, fisn and 


: pha tapioca, for example. 
Middle East mar- “Phe problem of cheap 
kets where the j eggs trom Crna was very 

" nts een Serious last year, but since 
ie have a sweel ‘nen We Nave been abie to 
OO). 


ailay the fears ot our tarm- 


fhe Federation Chief | ®: Me said. 


a “One of the steps taken 

Co-operative Market was that the name of the 

ing =Omicer, = Inche | country of origin must be 
Hussein bin Ibrahim. | s:a.apéa on the eggs. 
had wich him one 4 ; 
Kati of the best duri- ‘Bad eggs 

an cake on a recent “This will 

Sive people a 

round the world tour. | fair chance to compare 

He offered slices to tne Ame- quality. Naturally locally 

ricans, the English, the | scroduceg eggs have an ad- 

Dutch and Egyptians. vantage since they are 

These, said Inche Hussein, | !resher. 


were their reactions; 


Eggs importeq from China 
AMERICANS: 


The aroma | Were retailed at eight cents 
was just too much tor —, The qmoctied price 
them to stand. Was Tour cents eac - 

ENGLISH: Tney were non- |, L0Cal eggs retail at 16 


cents each 
committal. They preferred . 


Inche JoNarj said: “The 
blue cheese, eggs irom China are ex- 
aieaiailaes iia ported at most uneconomic 

3 7 prices. 
Egyptians loved “Anyway, they are pad 


eggs as they Must be at 
least a month old before 
reaching the consumers 
here.” 

There are more than 16.- 
000,000 fowls in the Federa- 


tne smell, too 


VWUTCH: Some of them took 
a deep breath belore swal- 
lowing the cake. 


tion, half of which have 
But the kGYrssANs “from been vaccinated against 
tne miadie ciass to the ranikhet, 


feliahin tell tor it,” In- 
che Hussein said 

ihey loved everytning about 
tne caxe, inciuding the 
aroma. 


Inche Johari said it was 
dificult to estimate the 
aumber of eggs produced in 
tne Federation. 





gates should be sent to such 
seminars to enable other 
countries to learn about 





always speaking of Singa- 


on rice 


family life in Malaya | 


lifted 


KUALA LUMPUR. Jan. 7. | 


HE Siamese Government Nas lifted the rice! 


export quota of 100 to 


importers, the Straits limes 


Federation importers can, 
now order any quantity otf | 
Tice they like trom Siam as 
there has been a good har- 
vest there. 


COMMITTEE | 
GIVE APRIL 1 
DEADLINE 


PENANG, Jan. 8. —The | 
Muslim Soard’s executive | 
committee of 18 will re- 
sign if the State Govern- | 
ment does not set up a 
Muslim religious council 
before April 1. 

The committee have de- 








cided to send this ultima- | there would also be no incon- 
| veniences 

\letters of 
ESers | firms here could make what- | 
; he deadline for _*ver arrangements they liked 
aeey or oe ye | with Siamese exporters. 


tum to the Penang Gov- 
The committee have set 


their resignation 


of an expected high produc- 


| over obtaining rice this year 


. 
nS per order for local rice | 
learned today. | 


Last month importers could 
only order 100 tons each time | 
spokesman of the Sia- | 
mese Embassy here said today 
that he expected the price of | 
Siamese rice to drop in Mala 
ya by at least 20 per ent. 
from its current rate of $30 | 
a picul } 
He said that Malaya how- 
ever. might import less rice 
from Siam this year because 





tion | 
“There should be no troubie 





Almost every rice growing 
part of tne world has had! 
good harvests and world pro- 
duction will increase.” 

The spokesman added that 


this 
credit 


year about 
Individual , 


| Now 


Siam export quota | 


i ® | Since the town was started. 
Triang picks The OF of the firm 
r 


| election yesterday: 


: Mr. Soh | ; ; 
‘Siang Tat, ward no's: mz SOCial meeting 
Loh Lang Man; Ward No. 10: 

Mr. Ng Kim Chuan. 


returned unopposed in Ward/% social gathering here va 
No. 8. 'Feb. 27. 


So popular was the durian 
Cake in Cairo tnat Inche 
Hussein had nothing ieit 
of his kati tor tne Ladians 
and Ceylonese. 


TWO-YEAR 


| " 
reduce the cost. ot pre  WOuths in 


big rush to 
| join 


| 
i 


‘commercial 
classes 


;( UALa LUMPUR, 

Jan. 8.—The rush 
for admission to com- 
mercial schools in the 
Federation is on. 
Thousands of youths 
want to join the classes 








to better their 
ehances' of finding 
work. 

Principals of leading 


commercial] institutes here 
Said today they expected 
the annual intake in the 
federa] capita) alone to in- 
crease from 2,000 to at least 
3.000 pupils. 


They said reports from 
other main commercial! edu- 
cation centres showed there 
Was a big rush for places 
throughout the country. 


The large number of ap- 
plicants this year comes 
mainly from: 


@ THE 6,398 PUPILS 
who sat for the Senior 
Cambridge School Certifi- 
cate examination last year 
but have not obtained ad. 
mission to form six; 


@ THE FORMIDABLE 





SCHEME TO 
REV ALUE 
PROPERTY 


Inche Hussein has 
asked his officers on the 
East Coast to select durian 
8rowerg and the locality 
for producing durian 
cakes for export. 


“For a start production will | 
a small scale. _ If | 
| 





be on KUALA LUMPUR,| 
things go well, the Go- Jan. 8—A _ British) 
vernment' will consider 


firm has been given the 


helping fruit growers to job by the Municipal | 


build a durian cake fac- 


tory,” he said. Council of revaluing | 
Would the Government | 31,000 properties. 
consider “treating” tne The firm, Messrs. 


Geraid 
to get a | Eve and Co., chartered sur- 


| Veyors, will take two ard/ 
M be half years to finish the w3tk.! 
We did tha:, there would | The actin ici 
iat a. g Municipal 
be no durian in the cake. | treasurer. Mr. Tai Yoon Loy, 
| Said that there had not been 
revaluation of properties 


durian aroma 
wider market? 
Inche Hussein replied: “If 





Mr. J. E. C. Strathon. said 
hat work would entail] in- 


councillors | sDection of all rateable hold- 
| 











(ngs in Kuala Lumpur. 


Three resident experts 
TRIANG (Pahang), Jan. 8. | would be stationed here to 
-The following were elected | work with local valuers 
in the Triang loca) =| ‘ 





| 
} 
| 
| 
Ward No. 3: 
i 
| 


MERSING, Jan. 7. —The Sri | 


Mersing Youth Club will hold | 
was 


Mr. Tham Hun Lin | 


FIGURE of 17,000 pupils 
who either failed or were 
borderline cases in the re- 
cent secondary school en- 
trance examination: and 


@ THE LARGE NUM- 
BER of pupils who took the 
Lower Certificate of Edu- 
cation examination and 
were not promoted. 


The majority of the 
youths are seeking places 
in typewriting, shorthand 
and book-keeping classes. 
as they are only qualified 
to take these courses. 


Typewriting is open to 
those who were in form one 
Or above, or were border- 
line cases in the secondary 
School entrance examina- 
tion, 


Shorthand requires either 
a pass in the Lower Certi- 
ficate of education, or form 
four qualification. Book- 
keeping is for those of form 
three standard. 


Only those who 
passed the Senior Cam- 
bridge Schoo] Certificate 
examination or commercial 
courses are accepted for 
accountancy, costing, com- 
mercial law, economics and 
secretariat practice. 


have 
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The Straits Budget. Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1959. 


As I was saying... 


Ts evidence of sab- 

otage as the cause 
of Thursday night’s 
Singapore blackout 
fortunately looks very 
thin. But if there is 
any reason at all to 
suspect sabotage, then 
the precautions which 
the Deputy Mayor has 
ordered are justified. 

But Mr. Ong Pang Boon wiil 
have to stop accusing the 
newspapers of blowing a 
fuSe about blackouts. No 
newspaper would have 
dared to be quite so sensa- 
tional with so little to go 
on. 


The mishap involved a 
transformer, its busbar 
and a main cable. One 


reason for suspecting 
sabotage is that the trans- 
former is only eight years 
old, and ought to be stil! 
on its best behaviour 

Another is that this sort of 
fault is “unusual.” 

It certainly doesn’t happen 
every night. In fact with 
this particular transformer 
i: has happened apparent- 


ly just once in eight 
years, That is hardly 
evidence of. sabotage. 

The official statement 
nevertheless Says that 
the possibility of equip- 
ment being tampered 


with is not ruled out, and 
supports this _— suspicion 
with the opinion that 
the mishap “may not 
be altogether accidental.” 

As the engineers have been 
forbidden to speak to the 
press, conjecture ends as 
well as begins with this 
not very communicative 
hand-out. 

The police have been = re- 
quested to put _— special 
guards at the power sta- 
tions, and twenty watcn- 
men are being engaged to 
look after other installa- 
tions. If there has been 
sabotage, they may stop 
it. If there has_ been 
overloading, which is the 
obvious explanation, then 
the Council needs _ not 
watchmen but engineers. 

What happened to the ap- 
plications which followed 
the first call for Asian 
engineers? I understand 
the Japanese refused to 
come because the pay was 
too low. They had though‘ 
the Council’s dollars were 
American. 


HE affairs of the Malayan 

Federation of Clerical 
and Administrative Staffs 
Union make an interesting 
paragraph in the history 
of Malayan trades 
unionism. 

The union was struck off the 
register last week. Appar- 
ently it has not submitted 
its annual returns to the 
registrar since 1956. 

An annual meeting which 
should have been held in 
October 1957 wasn’t con- 
vened. Attention was 
drawn to this failure. and 
the union was given a 
year’s grace. 

In October 1958 new officials 
were appointed, but they 
declined to be responsible 
for anything that had 
gone before, and although 
an attempt was made to 
get in touch with the for- 
mer president and secre- 
tary nothing effective 
seems to have been done. 

While the new officials ob- 
viously could not be held 
responsible for the mis- 
takes and omissions of the 
outgoing officers, it was 
of course their duty to put 
things right as far as they 
could. , 

They explained the position 
to the registrar, and now 
seem to be surprised that 
the registrar decided to 
cancel the union’s re- 
gistration. 

Are there no books, no finan- 
cial accounts, no minutes 
of past meetings? This is 
not a small union, It 


claims a membership of 
6,000. 
There seems to be good 


reason for police inquiries, 

always supposing the 

police can find time from 

their other pressing du- 

ties, such as taking young 

Siamese ladies off trains. 
wy 

| ares fearless and free 

is the: London paper the 
People, a masthead claim 
which was backed last 
Sunday with a front page 
report on “the two greatest 
events for one thousand 
years.” 

The first of them you know 
all about. or as much as 
the Russians have told and 
rest of the world’s scien- 
tists have guessed. 

Every Sunday paper report- 
ed the miracle in the sky. 
Only the People, circulat- 


10n five million, reported 
the miracie under the 
ground. 

A group of scientists in 
America have proved that 
seeds for which prayers 
have been offered grow 
more quickly than those 
which have not been 
blessed. 


Incredible? It may sound so 
to you, but the People 
has pictures to prove it. 
Although why the People 
thought no-one would be- 
lieve in its precious seed- 
lings without pictures of 
them is beyond me. Every- 
body believed the moon 
rocket, without pictures. 


The big picture on page one 
is of two pans of earth, 
and a hand holding a foot 
ruler. The pan on the left 


holds three lima bean 
sprouts, 15 inches high. 
These were the _ plants 
that were grown with 


prayer. In the pan on the 
right nothing shows above 
the soil. No prayers, no 
plants. 

In two full inside pages the 
People’s New York corres- 
pondent (oh yes, they 
were American prayers) 
tells the story. “I am priv- 
ileged to report,” writes 
Len Coulter, “the most 
fateful scientific experi- 
ment of the 20th cen- 


tury.’ 
a 


HE great experimenter is 

Franklin Loehr, of the 
Religious Research Found- 
ation. Los Angeles. 

Mr Loehr began with two 
jars of spring water, 
bought from. the _ local 
grocer. One jar was taken 
to the prayer circle, pass- 
ed from hand to hand for 
a personal prayer, and 
then given a thirty min- 
utes group prayer. 

In six pans were planted 
lima beans. corn and 
sweet peas. There was no 
difference in the pans, the 
soil or the amount of 
water given the seeds — 
except that three of the 
pans were given plain 
spring water and three 
the water blessed by pray- 


er. 

Well, there the pictures are. 
Stunted looking growth or 
soil unbroken by seedlings 
in three of the pans, and 
fine healthy seedlings in 
the other three. 

Final proof? In a later ex- 
periment a pan of bless- 
ed seeds sprouted in the 
normal way. No difference 
could be seen between the 
blessed lima beans . 1d 
the unblesced 

Puzzled, Mr. Loehr_ sought 
an explanation. He asked 
his chief assistant about 
the prayers. Perhaps there 
had been something wrong 
with them. 

fie was right. There hadn't 
been any prayers. His 
chief assistant “cssumed 
that Mr. Loehr had said 
all the prayers, and Mr. 
Loehr assumed that his 
assistants had. 

Like every good newspaper- 
man, reporter Coulter is a 
hard bitten sceptic. He is 
not entirely convinced. 


Beyond doubt there is a 


power higher than any- 
thing known in nature, 
he writes, a power exer- 
cised by the mind or soul. 
But is it really prayer, or 
just some other form of 
mental energy? Cautious 
Coulter dodges that one. 


“I am not myself prepar- 
ed to say.” 


I wonder if Mr. Coulter 
knows how many beans 
make five? Lima, of 
course. 


istening yesterday to the 

customary performance 
of the M.C.C.’s early bats- 
men the thought occurred 
whether May could not 
strike a psychological 
blow for England by dis- 
pensing with the formality 
of an opening pair. 
confess, however, I cannot 
quite see how this is to 
be done. Even if May dec- 
ided to concede the first 
two wickets, and begin 
England’s innings with a 
third wicket stand, arith- 
metically the third wicket 
pair would become’ Eng- 
land’s openers and subject 
consequently to the usual 
attack of duckitis, or some- 
thing like it. 

Simply to instruct the first 
pair of batsmen to offer 
no resistance, and get out 
as soon as possible, 
wouldn’t do either, for this 
wouldn’t represent any 
noticeable change. 

Like most cricket problems 
it remains an entertain 
ing but completely baffling 
dialectical exercise. 

Are there no Peruvians for 
Mr. May to call on? 


Bx 


pe of.a diplomat: 
A man who has learned 
to disagree without being 
disagreeable. 
CYNICUS 
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Friday, Jan. 2, 1957. 
LTHOUGH for vari- 
ous reasons the Tuan 

takes no part in Christ- 
mas and New Year cele- 
brations he suffers at the 
time from a_ peculiar 
languor that persists till 
after the newspapers 
have exhausted _ their 
conventional supply of 
blah blah; which few 
people read. 


The New Year having 
dawned, we can now get 
down to hard facts and 
brass tacks 

December 31 was the day 
when the Regent and the 
Dato Mentri Besar of Jo- 
hore arrived in Kota Tinggi 
to proclaim that the 
south-east district of 
Johore was now a White 
area after being overrun 
by CTs. for ten and a half 
years 


Among the _ spectators 
entitled to a chair on the 
padang was, of course, the 
Tuan. It was a hot sunny 
morning, and the tarpaulin 
roofing over the seating 
gave little relief to the 
chair people. That only 
two Home Guards, after an 
hour on parade, fainted is 
a testimony to the stamina 
of that body of men 

- + * 


y* his speech the Regent 
thanked the various 
armed forces who had 
brought about the surrend- 
er of all but two of the 
known CTs in the district. 
The Tuan was. grieved 
at the absence from ‘the 
march past of a section of 
those noble men who d 
manned the Central Cook- 
ing kitchens to boil the 
rice. There is no doubt at 
all that had there been 
no “nasi kawah"” the war 
would still be on 

At noon’ everyone ad- 
journed to the Interna- 





(From the Straits Times 
of Jan, 14, 1909), 


HE Chief Police Officer, 

Mr. E. A, Gardiner, has 
taken steps to see that 
the Anti-Spitting Ordin- 
ance is enforced with 
discretion, and that the 
threats of strikes and 
boycotts of various kinds, 
of which frequent rum. 
Ours are heard, are en- 
tirely uncalled for, as it 
is certain their authors 
will admit when they 
come to realise what the 


ordinance means. 
* * + 





| Any person who spits on 
the floor of any school 
| house, theatre, public 

building or other place of 


FIFTY YEARS AGO 





public entertainment or 
assembly, or in any li- 
. censed public vehicle... 
or on any wharf or jetty 
or on any five-foot way 
or sidewalk of a public 
street, will render him- 
Self liable to a fine of 
$25, reads the relevant 
portion of the Ordinance. 
* * + 
The streets and drains are 
pointedly omitted from 
this list, and the police 
point out there will be no 
lack of opportunity for 
anyone who is out-of- 
doors, and in that way 
inclined, to expectorate 
to his heart’s content in 
any public or private 
roadway, any drain or 


any grass plot, 


ee 





Countryman’s Journal 


tional Club 
townspeople had laid on 
free drinks and a satay 
lunch. The Tuan dare not 
eat this delicacy now. Had 
he known that a glass of 
champagne was on the 
menu he would not have 
had two small gin and 
tonics. He hes never liked 
fizz except as a pick-me- 
up during an illness. 


The Royal party, with 
certain high officials and 
Brigadiers, lunched at a 
special table on an elevat- 
ed platform. The departure 
of Royalty for Johore 
Bahru at 1.30 was a signal 
for the Tuan to go home 
for lunch. A_ substantial 
minority of the guests 
Stayed on to continue cele- 
brating the occasion. Alas, 
the Tuan dared not join 
them. 


It is said that when the 
Regent was going down the 
Club steps he was heard 
to mutter, “Thank good- 
ness there are no more 
White areas to be pro- 
claimed.” This is probably 
a canard. 


* 4 om 


HE people living in the 

countryside, who have 
been the chief sufferers 
from the Emergency res- 
trictions, are having 
various free entertainments 
laid on for them at the 
Padang and in town. 


Starting from last Wed- 
nesday night shows will be 
on till Monday, Jan. 5 
Lying in bed at night the 
Tuan delights in hearing 
the hire-cars —shuttling to 
and from the town till 
midnight carrying estate 
employees 

So great was the num- 
ber of guests at the Club 
that there v 3 practically 
only standing room in the 
lounge and billiards room 
The Tuan had many 
friends whom he _ would 
have liked to meet had it 
not been so. difficult to 
move around.—_TUAN DJEK 


where the 
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GOVERNMENT TO BREAK, Bevo 
PRIVATE CANNERS’ HOLD > 


| 
. 
mind 
K LUMPUR, Jan. 9. 
| *— The two municipal 





and show the canners what can be done. 
; oN “Such a cannery, if efficiently run, should councillors h pis 

By FELIX ABISHEGANADEN | not only pay more to the growers for their |g gs Misndete ant a 

oer fruit and yet make a reasonable profit, but will vy. David who had 








also serve to break the hold which canners at threatened to boycott 
KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 9. y 


JHE Minister of Commerce and In- 

dustry, Mr. Tan Siew Sin, dropped 
a broad hint today that the Federa- 
tion Government would take steps to 


present have over the industry.” 

Mr. Tan said the price dictated by the 
canners Was “totally inadequate by any reason- 
able standards.” 

Answering questions raised in the Press, 
Mr. Tan said: “The pineapple crisis is not a 
new thing nor is it a sudden development, The 


committee meetings to- 


| day said .they were pre- 
| pared to co-operate with 


other members of the 
council “for the general 
good of the town.” 

This followed their atten- 


tion being drawn to the cons- 
titution of the council which 
says that a member “shall, 
by ordinary resolution lose 
his seat if he does not attend 
three consecutive committee 
meetings.” 

Mr. Nayagam did not at- 
tend the Street Trading Ad- 
visory Committee meeting on 
Jan. 6 after threatening to 
boycott all committee meet- 
ings because he had not been 
consulted about assignments 
to the committees. 


He was present, however. 
at yesterday’s meeting of the 
Town Planning Committee. 

In their statement both 
councillors said: “We merely 
said at the meeting of the 
Municipal Council on Dec. 23 
that we would consider the 
desirability or otherwise of 
boycotting standing com- 
mittee meetings in case the 
Alliance members refuse to 
acknowledge the _ principle 
regarding such assignments.” 


Deputy chairman 


SANDAKAN, Jan 9 — Mr. 
Peter Lo, a lawyer, has been 
elected deputy chairman of 
the Sandakan Town Board at 
its first meeting. 


break the hold which private canners 
have on the pineapple industry. 


He indicat<d that this could be achieved 
by establishing a Government cannery. “It 
is the obvious solution,” he declared. 

He also announced that Malaya would 
shortly consult Singapore about appointing a 
— to review the whole pineapple in- 

ustry. 


events which have received prominence during 
the last two weeks have occurred in a less ag- 
gressive form at about this time in previous 
years.” 

Mr. Tan stressed that there was no quick 
solution to the crisis which, he said, had been 
brought about by a number of causes, two of 
which were: 

@ LACK OF DEMAND from Malaya’s re- 
cognised market due to seasonal variations 
which cvincided with a particularly plentiful 
fruit harvest; 


@ INTENSIVE COMPETITION from Aus- 
tralia and South Africa which had unusually 
good fruit seasons. 


Difficulties tackied 


He added that the glut, coming at a time 
when the canners lacked capital, had further 
aggravated the position. 


Mr. Tan was convinced there was a tre- 
mendous future for the pineapple industry 
provided the difficulties were tackled in the 
right way. 

He feared, though, that things would grow 
worse before they were set right because of the 
time lag between the initiation of reforms and 
fulfilment in results. 


Export market, too 





This committee would also examine condi- 
tions not only of the industry but of the export 
market. 

The Minister, who was addressing the 
luncheon meeting of the Skal Club here, 
spoke of the “incredible deterioration” in the 
pineapple industry in post-war years. 

He said: “The price of two and a half cents 
a pound or seven and a half cents a fruit (the 
average fruit weighs about three pounds) is 
indefensible by any standards. 

“Yet the canners maintain they cannot 
afford to pay even this ridiculously low price. 

“The obvious solution is for the Govern- 
ment or the Pineapple Industry Board to 
establish its own fully mechanised cannery 


Under-pricing in the export market 
fs cause of crisis’ 


some Singapore canneries, is 
going to add complications to 
they 
loan 























THE canners’ practice 
of under - pricing 
One another is. the 
cause Of the present 
crisis in the pineapple 
industry, the Amalga- 
mated Malaya  Pin- 
apple Workers’ Union 


the present crisis. 


“T am hoping that the crisis 
will be over. There are signs 
of difficulties but there are 
also signs of hope.” 


Statement 





you three days’ notice, that 


SINGAPORE, we will cease receiving 


smallgrowers’ fruit at the 
Jan. 9 termination of this notice.” 


campaign because 
were refused a $10 
each. 


declared today. 


“The main trouble in the 
industry,” said the union's 
secretary, Mr. Ang _ Kin 
Peng, “is not that the 
wages of the workers are 
too high, or that small- 
growers’ fruit is too dear. 


Previous sales 


“The canners cannot 
agree on proper export 
marketing arrangements.” 

He added that in the past 
three years the canners had 
sold 1,500,000 cases annually 
giving them a turnover of 
about $30,000,000 a _ year. 
The profits had been “very 
good.” 

Because of the practice of 
under-pricing, Mr. Ang 
Said, British and  Euro- 
pean 
held off 
during winter 
(when stocks are usually 
laid in) in the hope that 
prices would come down. 


As a result of this com- 
petition, local stocks could 


not be cleared “and this is | 


what the canners mean 
when they talk of a crisis 


in the industry.” Mr. Ang | 


Said. 


made in connection 
the dispute that has arisen 


between the workers of the | 
pineapple can- | 
nery in Guillemard Road | 


Whay Hin 


and the management. 


The management claimed 
last night that its workers | 
a “go-slow” | 


had launched 


purchasers had 
buying | 
and spring 





Mr. Ang’s statement was | 
with | 


$4,000 loss 


Stemming from this re- 
fusal, the workers at the 
cannery packed up at 4 p.m. 
yesterday, leaving 17 lorry- 
loads of fruit delivered 
during the day on the 
hands of the management. 

Faced with the prospect 
of losing more than $4,000 
worth of fruit, the com- 
pany’s chairman and ma- 
naging director, Mr. Koh 
Boon Chiang, sought’ the 
services of a handful of 
friends, among whom were 
some University of Malaya 
students. 


Late at night 


The volunteers worked 
late into the night dicing 
the pineapples, but’ their 
efforts failed to save an 
estimated 80 per cent of 
the pineapples from  rot- 
ting. 


Mr. Ang. said that the 
union had “a_ standing 
agreement” with the ma- 
magement since April 1947 
whereby the workers were 
entitled to loans on the 
10th, 25th of any month or 
any festival day. 


In the case of the Whay 
Hin cannery, the union had 
orally told the management 
that if the loan was not 
granted, the workers would 
stop work after their eight- 
hour shift each day 

The packing season was 
in full swing and during 
this time the workers had 
to be at work well over the 











statutory eight-hour period, 
without receiving payment 
for overtime, Mr. Ang 
claimed. 

Straits Times industrial 
reporter Joseph Yeo 
writes: 

These were the latest 
developments at the can- 
nery today: 

@ THE COMPANY sent 
a telegram to the Chief 
Inspector of the Malayan 
Pineapple Industry Board 
in Johore Bahru, giving 
three days’ notice to halt 
further deliveries of fruit: 


Fruit rotting 


@ THE WORKERS con- 
tinued to stop work at 4 
p.m, (completing an eight- 
hour shift) for the second 
day; 

@ HEAPS of the fruit 
were rotting in the factory 


yard; 
| @ THIRTEEN lorries 


laden with fruit (each 
carrying 10,000 lb.) from 
Johore were not unloaded: 
@ THIRTY volunteers 
were called in to help cut 


the fruit 


Whay Hin’s cable to the 


MPIB said: “Having en- 


| countered unexpected la- 


bour difficulties precluding 
full utilisation of our can- 
ning facilities, we deeply 
regret inability to take fur- 


| ther deliveries small grow- 
| ers’ fruit. 


In accordante 


with agreement, we give 





Loan system 


The managing director of 
the Whay Hin cannery, Mr. 
Koh Boon Chiang, said that 
the company normally gave 
fortnightly $10 loans to the 
workers on the 10th and 
25th of ecch month. 


He added: “We are now 
unable to continue’ with 
the loan system because of 
the sluggish market and 
the large quantity of un- 
sold stock.” 

The chairman of the Cen- 
tral Board of Pineapple Pack- 
ers, Mr. Yap Pheng Geck, 


known that the 
who volunteered in the said 
pineapple crisis were helping 
in their capacity as friends of 
the company’s director and 
were not sponsored by the 
UMSJU., It is regretted that the 
university 
have 
breaking and the UMSU dis- 
approves of it.” 





Mr. Donald Wyatt, presi- 


dent of the University of Ma- 
laya Students’ Union, 
in a statement tonight about 
the students who helped cut 
pineapples at the Whay Hin 
cannery last night: 


said 


“The UMSU wishes it to be 
12 students 


students should 
participated in strike- 








RESEARCH TO HELP 
PADI FARMERS 


LUMPUR, Jan. 9. 
*— The Federation 

Government’s 
soils and water research 
station in Tanjong Ka- 
rang, which will help 
farmers to increase rice 
crops, will start operat- 
ing next month. 

The Assistant Director of 
Agriculture (Research), Mr 
J. K. Coulter, told the Straits 
Times today that work at 
the station would start as 
soon as $70,000 worth of 


;}pumps ordered from Britain 
| arrive. 


He said that detailed re 


| 





|tion Department 
|some research 


results were successful 
put into practice, the Gov- 
ernment would help to in- 
crease padi 
per cent in certain places. 


search on the requirements 
of water 
$ 364,000 | WOuld be carried out. 


for growing padi 


It was expected that if the 
and 


yields up to 20 
Mr. Coulter added that re- 


search was particularly im- 
portant as the 
was 
crops a year. 


Government 
now encouraging two 
The Drainage and Irriga- 
had done 
into water 


|needs but it was not detail- 
'ed, he said. 
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GOVERNMENT TO BREAK 


PRIVATE CANNERS’ 


By FEELIN ABISHEGANADES 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan. 9. 

THE Minister of Commerce and In- 

dustry, Mr. Tan Siew Sin, dropped 
a broad hint today that the Federa- 
tion Government would take steps to 
break the hold which private canners 
have on the pineapple industry. 

He indicated that this could be achieved 
by establishing a Government cannery. “It 
is the obvious solution,” he declared. 


He also announced that} Malaya would 
shortly consult Singapore about appointing a 


committee ta the whole pineapple in 


dustry 


review 


Export market, too 





Phis committee would also examine condi- 
tions not only of the industry but of the export 
market, 


The Minister, who was addressing the 
luncheon meeting of the Skal Club here, 
spoke of the “incredible deterioration” in the 


pineapple tidustry in post-war years. 


He said: “The price of two and a half cents 
a pound or seven and a half cents a fruit (the 


average fruit) weighs about three pounds) is 
indefensible by any standards. 
“Yet the canners maintain they cannot 


afford to pay even this ridiculously low price. 

‘The 
ment or the 
establish its 


Govern- 
Board to 
cannery 


is for the 
Industry 
mechanised 


obvious solution 
Pineapple 
own fully 


Hike re) 
1 


$4,000 loss 


Previous sales 


Late at night 


HOLD 


and show the canners what can be done. 
‘Such a cannery, if etficiently run, should 
not only pay more to the growers for their 
fruit and vet make a reasonable profit. but will 
also serve to break the hold which canners at 


present have over the industry.” 


Mr. Tan said the price dictated by the 
canners was ‘totally inadequate by any reason- 
able standards.” 


Answering questions raised in the Press, 
Mr. Tan said: “The pineapple crisis is not a 
new thing nor is it a sudden development. The 
events which have received prominence during 
the last two weeks have occurred in a less ag- 
gressive form at about this time in previous 
years” 

Mr. Tan stressed that there was no quick 
solution to the crisis which, he said, had been 
brought about by a number of causes, two of 
which were: 


@ LACK OF DEMAND from Malaya’s re- 


cognised market due to seasonal variations 
Which coincided with a particularly plentiful 
fruit harvest; 


@ INTENSIVE COMPETITION from = Aus- 
tralia and South Africa which had unusually 
good fruit seasons. 


Difficulties tackled 





He added that the glut, coming at a time 
when the canners lacked capital, had further 
aggravated the position. 


Mr. there was a tre- 
pineapple industry 


tackled in the 


Tan was convinced 
mendous future for the 
provided the difficulties were 
right way. 

He feared, though, that things would grow 
worse before they were set right because of the 
time lag between the initiation of reforms and 
fulfilment in results. 
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GREAT RUN BY AGNES SLIPPER 


Lee scores an 
upset on 
Eastern Way 


By EPSOM JEEP 


IPOH Jan. 10 


| 


AGNES SLIPPER, with Wilfred Berg astride, put 
up a tip-top display to win the Class 3, Div. 


1, 9t handicap at Ipoh today. 


Badly hampered at the start, Agnes Slipper lost 


valuable lengths. 


Berg moved her up smartly at the 


half-mile, and at the top of the straight she shot past 
the well-backed Time To Win to score a splendid length 
win from the fast-finishing Rina. 


Irish jockey Berg made a 
sood start in the new season 
Earlier in the afternoon he 

cored On Ellew. 

Merv Posner brought off a 
sood double for Kema Stabile, 
winning on Hamlet in_ Race 
3 and Heart’s Ease in Race 5. 

Arthur Ward was. quickly 
off the mark, winning the 
first race on Prize Entry. Ap- 
prentice Moses Lee, the most 
profitable jockey to follow 
last season, landed another 
good-priced winner—Eastern 
Way ($99). The going was 


eood. 
Race One 


CLASS 5, DIV. 4—6 FURS. 
Mr. T. F. Sum’s 

(6) PRIZE ENTRY 8.10 
(§829—574) Ward 
Courtier 8.7 carr 8.2 
(335—243) Buang 
Exhibitor I 8.13 
(874—496) Bougoure 
(9) Kaiserine II 8.12 
(152—160) 
STOREKEEPER 
8.11 carr 8.4 
(77—66) 

FOUR G 8 
(63—58) Berg 
ENTERTAINER II 9.0 
(93—71) Posner 
MYSTERIOUS 7.13 
(94—95) Taylor 
SILVERFORT 8.7 
(123—93) Dragon 
(Winner trained by Sleigh) 


» Ww Nd 


Barratt 

Soaidi 
(4) 
(8) 
(7) 


eo2wnnm 


(2) 


Won by 2, %, 3. Time: Imin 
14 4/5. 

TOTE: $17, $5; $10; $5. 
Race Two 
CLASS 5, DIV. 3—6 FURS. 

Ivy Stable’s 
(7) ELLEW 8.7 
(436—283) Berg 1 
(8) Pulot Itam 8.1 carr 8.2 
(551—340) Johnson 2 
(3) Premium Bond 8.8 
(912—844) King 3 
(4) Strong And Free 9.0 
(213—139) Mawi 4 
(10) BUDGERIGAR 8.13 
(336—190) J. Jones 5 
(5) SUNSHINE RAY 
7.7 carr 17.8 
(413—233) Dragon 6 
(6) GOLD COIN 7.11 
(229-146) Buang 7 
(9) KHASIM 8.12 
(72—54) Taylor 8 
(1) FRESH MYSTERY 
7.8 carr 7.5 
(47—48) Ng 9 
(2) FFARWEL HAF 
7.U carr 17.5 
(66—66) Chong 10 
(11) BOSUN’S MATE 17.7 
(35—38) Humphries 11 
(12) SONATA 17.12 
(39—54) Barratt 12 
(Winner trained by Martin) 
Won by 1, 5, 2. Time: 1min 
14 1/5. 
TOTE: $30, $11; $9; $5. 


Race Three 


CLASS 5, DIV. 2—814 FURS. 
Kema Stable’s 
(9) HAMLET 9.5 


(265—146) Posner 1 
(11) Clever Bug 9.2 carr 8.9 

(44—49) Thangavelu 2 
(3) Scholarship 7.9 

(312—148) Lee 3 
(10) Billeen 9.7 carr 9.0 

(65—41) Soaidi 4 
(7) THE WHISTLER 9.3 

(278—128) Mawi 5 
(1) WINDSOR II 7.11 carr 

7.12 (237—129) Barratt 6 
(6) TAWAKAL 8.0 

(188—83) Forte 7| 


(12) MALAY FILM II 9.6 carr 
8.13 (160—116) Humphries 
(5) MIDNIGHT TONIGHT 7.7 


(596—212) Berg 9 
(13) PEARL SNAP 7.7 

(76h—44) Dragon 10 | 
(4) SMALL WORLD 9.0 

(473—209) Johnson 11 | 











| 


(8) SIAPA 
8.6 


TAHU 8.11 carr 


(191—114) Buang 


(2) FRENCH’S FOREST 1.7 


sion 


CLASS 3, DIV. 


(76—44) 
(Winner 
Won 
Time: 
TOTE: 
Course scratchings: 
9.6, 


Subian 
trained by Tjoa) 
by short head, 2, nec 
1Imin, 50. 
$44, $13; $39; $13. 


Talent 8.1. 


Race Four 
2—9 FURS, 


12 | 
13 | 


k. 


Two Dimen- 





The Big 


Sweep 


TOTAL POOL $209,950 
Ist. No, 223668 ($57,985) 
2nd. No, 117208 ($27,262) 
3rd, No, 173275 ($13,914) 

STARTERS ($1,610 
each): Nos. 274459; 
168031; 120381; 117407; 
112621; 207242; 307557; 








175106; 234121. 
CONSOLATION ($1,000 


each): Nos. 132291; 
134835; 261959; 254797; 
160482; 285748; 278966; 
115222; 268527; 235464. 
LAST 4 DIGITS: 3668 
—$115, NUMBER FORE. 
CAST: $70. 
FORECAST TOTE 
| Race 4 ($131); Race 6 
{| ($81). 





(15 ) 


(8) 


(Winner 

Won by 1, 1, 1%. 
63 2/5. 

TOTE: $31 


2 


CLASS 5, 


LINDALOU 38.9 
(105—74) Wahab 
FAIR WEATHER 8.12 
(58—44) 

trained by 
Time: 


Yong) 


eS 
Race Seven 
DIV. 


$11; $10. 


Shaw Stable’s 


(1) 


TECHNICOLOR II 8.7 


1—8!, FURS, 


} 





‘4 
Barraét 15 


Imin 


|THE WEEK 


IN SPORT 





TOUR JAPAN 
OFFER TO 


JAPAN will take part in 


MALAYA 


the next Merdeka anni- 


versary soccer tournament and will also make 
another tour of Malaya in December this year, Dr. 


|S. Ichida, Director of the Japanese Football Asso- 


ciation, 
Dr. Ichida said he 
would be the forerunner 


told the Straits Times last week. 


hoped the present tour 


of a periodical exchange 


of tours between Malaya and Japan. 


|_ He said he has asked the 
Football Association of 

| Malaya to send a team to 

Japan soon after the 

| Merdeka Games, 

| Dr. Ichida said that a 

|} Japanese youth team would 

jalso be competing in the 

| Junior Asian Cup competi- | 

|} tion at Kuala Lumpur in} 


April this year. 
He said that members of 
ithe Japanese youth team 


oe ey is, woul ot more ths 18 
ei Cheong and Mrs. H. (1591-874) Bouseare 1 nrg lan Be ood “6 Ns 
(1) EASTERN WAY 8.11 (4) Angkor Wat 8.18 mit for the competition was 
sae : Lee | (951—618) Posner 2 20 
— re. | (7) Cool Springs 8.10 . : 
(7) Punter’s Delight If 9.0 (111—81) Ransome 3 Dr. Ichida also revealed 
(775—270) King 2/ (19) Pepper Dealer 8.2 that the Japanese national 
(6) pe aS a ae a (234—173) J. Jones 4| team would also be compet- 
Geastar O'dieber 0.12 (3) JUNE BLOSSOM 7.13 ing in the next Olympics, 
anlar eee _ (413-204) D, Jones 5| Asian Games and Asian Cup 
(5) FIREWORSHIP 8.9 : ee. a Forte | Soccer competition. 
(377—206) Dragon = * 
(4) COMMOTION 8.2 0 ee oe To improve 
2 as 86 Forte 6/ (2) ONE TWO FOUR 9.0 He added: “We want to 
’ (67) Mortimer 7| ¢) a et Ward 8/ meet as many strong teams 
(9) ore. III 8.8 an EE ages (137-98) King 9| 25 possible in a - ge 
(455-158) 4 (11) NEW VENTURE 8.13 BE ne ee ae 
(3) PRINCE RANIER 8.11 (30—26) Taylor 10 soccer.” He described the 
(385—197) Johnson 9/ (9) JUPITER 8.8 present touring team as “the 
(12) ys ene" os Mawi 10 (86—64) Chadwick 11} seed” of the new football 
10 BANGKOK 8.10 Saw (Winner trained by Martin) era in Japan. 
oy) 5649) osner 11| ,.Wo" by 9, 3, 1%. Time: imin| Dr. Ichida said that the 
(8) SINGAPORE auar 8.7 49. present tour had contribut- 
(51—47) Wahab 12 TOTE: $12, $8; $11; $90. ed very much towards the 
Course scratchings: Tiny Jade é . : 
(11) PETITE PRINCESSE 8.8 improvement of their stand- 
(120—95) Bougoure 
(Winner trained by Lee) 
Won by 3, 1, Time: imin 
53 2/5. 
TOTE: $99, $37; $9; 
Course scratchings; a Il 
8.12, Bajan 8.7. 
Race Five 
CLASS 5, DIV. 2—6 FURS. 
Kema Stable’s 
(4) HEART’S EASE 8.6 
(1154—253) Posner 1 
(2) Stratosphere 8.8 
(927—325) Dragon 2 
(5) Foghorn 8.1 
(376—192) D. Jones 3 
(1) Beechnut 8.8 
(213—117) Chadwick 4 
(8) PERSIAN COUNT 8.6 
(319—168) King 5 
(6) BONNIE EXPRESS 8.13 
(133—77) Wahab 6 
(9) DANCE HALL III 8.10 
(296—186) Bougoure 7 
(7) THEATRE III 8.8 
(144—97) Johnson 8 
(3) SPECIAL CHARM 8.7 
(196—116) Mawi 9 


(Winner trained by Spencer) 


imin 


Won by %, neck, 1%. Time: 
14 3/5. 
Course scratching: Speculation 


9.0. 


TOTE: $13, $8; $6; $10. 


Race Six 
CLASS 3, DIV. 1—9 FURS. 
A. 8S. Stable’s 
(7) AGNES SLIPPER 8.0 

(593—271) Berg 
(9) Rina 8.5 
(596—264) Ward 
(2) Seone Stone 8.9 
(505—275) Bougoure 
(10) Time To Win 8.7 
(765—280) Posner 
(1) BUKIT BINTANG 8.2 
(234—152) Lee 
(14) WEE ZADDIE 8.11 
(387—166) D,. Jones 
(6) CONSERVATIVE 8.11 
(275—129) King 
(12) THREE CHEERS 8.13 
(727—276) Chadwick 
(11) GOLDEN DOLLAR 8.3 
(51—35) Johnson 
(4) ar a II = 
9-—45) Pranklin 
(3) SUPER PICTURE 8.2 
(52—82) Taylor 
(13) DEMARARA 9.0 
(63—66) Ransome 
(5) PAPPA PRINCE 86 


(136—84) Forte 





2 
3] 
‘| 


°| mee ting tomorrow to consider 
| procedure 


6) 


| | 


10 | 


3! 


7.11, 


Race Eight 


CLASS 5, DIV. 1—6 FURS, 


Ss. 
(5) 


(7) 
(8) 
(4) 
(6) 
(10) 
(12) 
(9) 
(3) 
(2) 
(ll) 
(1) 


and T. Kongsi’s 


COLZA 8.9 

(1099—418) Taylor 
Haadyai 8.2 

(190—120) Johnson 
Producer 8.10 

(200—138) Posner 
Cheers 8.11 

(745—263) King 
ARINA GOLD 8.5 
(233—107) Chadwick 
GOLDEN GUS 8.3 
(819—261) D. Jones 
MOVIE FAN 9.0 
(1747—418) Bougoure 
COLOMBIA 2.6 
(329—142) J. Jones 


GUN RUNNER 8.13 
(525—242) Ward 
GAME ONE 8.10 
(206—112) 

DOLLAR FACTORY Wry 
(166—124) 
ALL TRUMPS 8.7 


13 8.12, Flox 8.10, Pleasant Dream 
8.6, Winged Warriqy 8.0, Evelyn 


2 

3 7 * 

; Invitation 
5 

6 


9 


df The 
Dragon 21 | (ogee entertained to lunch 


ard of play. 

He expressed the opinion 
that Malaya was one of the 
leading Asian teams, but 
there was still more room 
for improvement. 

Dr. Ichida pointed out 
that the only way for Malaya 
to improve her standard of 
| play is to compete with con- 
tinental teams. 


Mr. Lim Kee Siong, 
president of F.A.M., 
firmed that the 
had received 


vice- 
con- 
association 
an invitation 





7|} from the Japanese F.A. 


Mr. Lim said that F.A.M. 


8; would visit Japan after the 


| Merdeka Games and would 
j; play four games in Japan 
|and three games at Korea. 
Japanese team was 


(TT—85) Mortimer 12 | 
(Winner trained by E nee? 
Won by 5, 24%, nose. Time: Imin 
17 3/5, oa oe POH, Jan. 11—The Perak 
TOTE: $23, $7, $27, $23. Rugby Union today 
: Course scratching: Movie House named its team to meet 
t 5. | Singapore in the Malaya 


COUNCIL TO 


DECIDE ON | Wiha aitiides ‘2 mem: 
PROCEDURE | ficr cf the New zealand! 
PENANG, Jan. 11—The City 

Council will hold a special 





for the 


ment of a City Secretary. 
The meeting will be asked 


| for 


The Mayor, Mr. 
11) manathan, 
| purpose of the 
12|to find out if councillors ap- 
proved of the procedure sug- 


its views on the 


said today 


gested by the Government. 


appoint- 


State 
8|Government’s suggestion that | 
| the post should be advertised. | 
9\and the choice made by the ed 
|Public Services Commission, | 
D. 8. Ra- | 
the 
meeting was 


Kuala Lumpur’s 
Stadium on Jan. 17. 
New Zealander 





by the Malay 
ciation of 

| residence of 
|Mentri_ Besar, 
| bin Jais. 


Football Ass 
Malaya at the 
the Selangor 
Inche Jamil 


SO- 


For Rome 


HE Malayan Weightlilt 
ing Federation plans to 
send three or four weight- 
lifters to the Olympic 
Games in Rome next year 
All leading Malayan 
weightlifters, including 
those who competed in the 
Melbourne 


Olympics, the 
Asian Games and the Em- 
pire Games, will have to 


take part in a series of trials 
before selection of the team 
to Rome igs made. 

.W.L.F. secretary 
Kwok Seng to'd me 
Malaya’s three international 
weightlifters, Tan Kim Bee, 
Chung Kum Wong and Yap 
Meng Soon, were reported to 
have made further improve- 
ment in training. 

He believed that all three 
had lifted weights exceeding 
those recorded at recent in- 
ternational contests  else- 
where. 

“Take Chung, for instance,” 
said Mr. Kwok. “Chung 
(Empire Games silver medal- 
list) lifted a total poundage 
of 675 at Cardiff. He can now 
easily lift 710 pounds, which 
is 25 pounds better than the 
winner’s mark at Cardiff. 


800 pounds 


He said that Yap, who lift- 
ed 680 pounds into fifth 
place at the Tokyo Asian 
Games, was now touching the 
800-pound mark. 

Tan, sixth in the middle- 
heavyweight class at Mel- 
bourne and Asian Games 
“bronze” and Empire Games 

“silver” winner, recently lift- 
ed more than 900 pounds. said 
Mr. Sum, 

The M.W.L.F. secretary an- 
nouneed that the Malayan 
championship this year will 
be held in April at Ipoh and 


Sum 
that 











Cup Final to be played at} 
Merdeka 
| Christie, V. 


Huia Woods Cookson. N.. Chamberlain, 


he was hopeful of seeing se- 
veral Malayan records broken. 


WOOD TO LEAD PERAK XV 


Regiment. 

The team is: T. Thompson,; 
B. Sheridan, E. Taturangi, 
O. Nepia, A. Rodrigues: 
H. James, C. McPhee: H. 
Woods, G.H.M. Richey, R 

Dawes, G 


D. MeConachie, J. Mas- 
kery. Reserves: Lee Kool 
Meng, H. McKinnon, P 
Hanson, W. Bailey. 








| IPOH, Jan. 11—One hundred 
and three people, includ- 
ing 19 children, were kill- 
in road accidents in 
Perak last year, and an- 
other 393, of whom 67 were 
children, were injured, 

| The previous year, the dead 
totalled 106, of whom 18 
' were children, while the 








103 people killed in Perak 
road accidents last year 


cluding 44 children 
The 3,016 road accidents 
throughout Perak last year 
were fewer than the 1957 
| total of 3,351, 
i'In Ipoh, the state capital, 


| injured numbered 288, in- 


there were 29 deaths from 
road accidents last year, 


Seven more than the pre- 
vious year’s total, 
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DOLLAR RUBBERS IMPROVE 


By Our Market Correspondent 
SINGAPORE, Jan. 12. 


ALTHOUGH the volume of business on the| ** 


Malayan Share Market last week was 
small, the first full week’s trading in the new 
year began with a very steady undertone. 

Prices in the industrial and mining sections 
were well maintained, the industrial index rising 
from 90.19 to 90.55 and the minings from 89.11 to 


89.71. 


The better commodity price | sos 


stimulated interest in rubbers 
of all kinds and the turnover 
in this section would have 
been greater if there had 
been more scrip available. 

This was particularly reported 
to be the case in Federation cen- 
tres. 

The Straits Times dollar rubber 
index rose consistently amd by 
Jan. 9 had reached 110.33, the 
highest for many months. 

Although the bulk of business 
was in industrials, all sections 
a in for their share of atten- 


In the various sections the 
number of individual counters 
dealt in was — 23 industrials, 27 
tins, 25 dollar rubbers, 35 sterling 
rubbers, 2 loans and 28 Overseas 
counters. 

This, of course, bears no re- 
lation to turnover, as for in- 
stance the deals in sterling rub- 
bers were confined to small par- 
ceils. 


The industrials 


in industrials, Federal Dispen- 
Sary were taken to $1.12, Fraser 
and Neave ords to $1.59, Malayan 
Cements had support up to $1.80 
and Straits Times changed hands 
at $1.77 and $1.77% 

Gammon had a_ reasonable 
turnover at $1.79 and $1.80 after 
the announcement of the Fiji con- 
tract. 

During the week to January 9, 
17 middle prices changed — 11 
improved and 6 registered losses as 
shown below: 


B.B.P. 47s. —2s. 

Fed. Disp. $1.12 +4 cts. 
F. @& N. $1.58 —2 cts 
Gammon $1.79 +2% cts. 
W. Hammer 61.63% +3 cts. 

- H.&S8. Bank $435 -+-$10 

Hume Pref. A4s.1ld. +14. 
Mal.Cement $1.78% +10 cts. 
M. Colls 56 cts. +6 cts. 
Raffles Hotel $1.24% +7 cts, 





Sime Darby $1.38 —1 ct. 
.C.8. 86 cts. —% ct. 
Str. Steamship 7lcts. +1 ct. 
Str. Traders $1.64% +6 cts. 
Wearne Bros. $1.36 —2% cts. 
Wilkinson $1.66% +5 cts. 
Wm, Jacks $1.48 —1 ct. 
xd Metal Box. 


The directors of the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank announced 
on Jan. 10 that the profit for 
the year ended December 31, after 
providing. for taxation etc. 
umounts to HK$23,466,049. 

It is proposed to write HK$4 
million off bank premises and to 
pay a final dividend of £1.17.6 
Bee share, leaving a balance to 
carried forward of HK$2,085,- 


The annual general meeting will 
be held on March 13 and the 
transfer books will be closed from 
February 27 to March 13, both 
days inclusive. 

minings Austral Amaj con- 
tinued to ¢ e hands at 10s. 
4%. and 10s. 5d., while Berjuntai 
= takers at 14s. 3d, cd and 14s. 


ae was in demand at 75 
cents and small parcels of Lower 
Perak were done at 12s. 9d. 

Petaling were done up to $1.87 
(delayed) and Sungei Way chang- 
ed hands at $1.15. 

The week was characterised by 
the large number of dividend an- 
nouncements by mining com- 
panies. 

Sungei Besi for the year ending 
March 31 will pay a 10 per cent 
interim. making 20 per cent in 
interims for the current year to 
date, against 75 per cent for the 
whole of the previous year. 

Southern Malayan, for the year 
ending June 30, are paying an in- 
terim of three pence (5 per cent) 
payable in London on February 18. 

The dividend is less U.K. tax 
and compares with a total of 40 
per cent in the previous year. 

Malayan Tin also announced an 
interim of three pence (5 per 


MARKET 
tone is 





-_—— 


* 
cent) payable in London, less 
U.K. tax, on February 20. Total 
previously was 36 2/3 per cent. 

Aver tam Tim announced a 
first interim of 444d. (7% per 
cent) for the year ending June 

- Total last year was 25 per 
cen 

Idris Hydraulic Tin will pay 
@ first interim dividend of one 
penny @ sharc payable February 
10, for three year ended December 
This represents 8% per cent 
against 75 per cent. 

Tronoh Mines declared a third 
interim dividend of 4d. per share, 

the year ended 
. This makes 20 per 
cent compared with 60 per cent 
for the whole of the previous 
year, 

Southern Tronoh Tin Dredging 
also announced an interim divi- 
dend of 3d. per share, less tax, 
for the year ended December 3. 
Including the current interim the 
total is 10 per cent against 50 per 
cent, 

Business passed at 10s. ed. 


The tins 


In" tins Takuapa Valley, which 
was recently sold, wag taken up 
to 21s. with sellers over. 

As listed below 18 middle prices 
moved during the week to January 
9, as against ten in the previous 
week. Fourteen counters appre- 
ciated and four declined in price. 


81 cts. +1 ct. 
A. Amal 10s.5d. +14. 
Hong Fatt 60 cts. 1 ct. 
Kamunting 9s. 442d. —5d. 
K. Kampar 29s. 1%4d. +1%4d. 

15 cts. +10 cts. 
L. Perak 12s. 10%d. +2d. 
Mal. Tin 12s.9d. +6d. 
Meru Tin Ils.4d. +1d. 
Pahang 4s. 14d. —1%ed. 
Petaling $1.86% +1% cts. 
Rantau $1.35% +4 cts 
Raub Gold 97% cts. +8 cts 
5 Besi 4s. 

Way $1.15 +1 ct. 
qelsine $2.12 +3% cts. 
Takuapa Val. 20s.9d. +1s. 9d. 
T. Harbour 9s.5%d. +1%d. 

xd. Berjuntai, S, TroMoh and 
Tronoh Mines. 
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Shares. close week 
on quiet note: 


More dividends 


By Our Market Correspondent 
SINGAPORE, Jan. 10. 


THE Malayan Share Market closed the last 
full trading day of the week yesterday on 


a very quiei, but fully 


little or no features and 
around quotations, 

Encouraging trends have 
been the way that prices 
have held and the the gain 
in’ the dollar rubber ‘ndex 
due to the better commodity 
price, Yesterday this index 
reached 110.33. 

An example of the way prices 
have held has been provided by 
Metal Box, which despite the 
alarums and excursions in the 
pineapple canning industry, has 
remained practically unchanged. 


Tins quiet 

Business has only varied 
between $1.75 and $1.73 on a cum 
dividend basis and $1.72 and $1.71 
xd. 

Tins were quiet yesterday; there 
were three dividend announce- 
ments. 

Southern Malayan, for the year 
ending June 30, are paying an in- 
terim of threepence (5 per cent) 
payable in London on February 18. 

The dividend is less U.K. tax 
and compares with a total of 40 
per cent in the previous year. 

Malayan Tin also announce an 
interim of three pence (5 per 
cent) payable in London, less 
U.K. tax, on February 20. Total 
previously was 36 2/3 per cent. 

Ayer Hitam Tin announce a 
first interim of 4%d. (7% per 


‘|eent) for the year ending June 
| 80. Total last year was 25 per 


cent. 

Petaling Tin have informed 
shareholders that the output of 
tin ore for the quarter ended 
December 31 was 3,837  piculs as 
against 3,645 piculs in the last 
quarter of 1957. 























Current Date of 

payment payment 
Ayer Hitam , 10%t Jan. 24 
Southern Tronoh 5%t Feb. 4 
Troneh Mines 4d.t Feb. 6 
Malayan Tin 5%T Feb. 20 
Southern Malayan 5%t Feb. 18 
Ayer Hitam 4%d.7 Feb. 13 
Pahang Consolidated 314% Jan. 31 
Sungei Besi 4.4/5d.7 Feb. 11 
Idris Hydraulic 1d.7 Feb. 10 

ae Interim. 








o~ “= ‘4 
On the other hand, estates up- 
Wilkinson Process 1a 1.70 Taiping Con 2.10 2.14 Bukit Semb 
5 . pagel t ; mbaw 4/5 / r 
SINGAPORE, Jan. 12 | William Jacks 41 1.49 Takuapa Valley 20/- 20/6 Craigielea meseeeerre 2 pone id pa ee Ay ad 
INDUSTRIALS MaNINGS Talam ($1 stock) 1.90 1.85 F.M.S Shy 2 347 - 36/- in : 
Alex. Bricks Buyers Sellers Ampat 6/9 3 Tanjong Tin nsr- l4/- 15 /- Jugra, Estate ...... 3/10 4/1 timates indicating a figure o 
. ¥ 4 82 Tekka (12s. 6d.) --- 4/ 4/6 Ipoh Rubber ...... 4/- 4/3 over 60,000 tons. 
TE. Si crn gencoennes 1.60 1.80 Austral 10/6 Tekxka Taiping K.M.S. BUSINESS DUNE 
2.30 Austral uaalay 20/- {158.)  vecccsoeveeeees 2/6 3/6 (New shares) ... 3/ 4/- *H *L, *T. 
11.00 zd (buyers) ane Hitam 30/6 cd Telok Kruin «.--. 1.05 L15 Kepong Malay ...... /- 2/3 Spot FOB 865N 84 N 8668 
- 45/- ae ane (New) 15 TOEMON — cvvsecccrereees 4/6 5/6 Labu Cheviot ...... 4/9 5/- Int _ 1 RSS FOB Jan 
6.50 13/9 14/- xd Tongkah Harbour 9/6 9/9 Ledang Bahru 2/9 3/- (E.E. Produce) GIN 844 864 
seal Tin 2/9 2/11 Tronoh Mines «- 11/3 11/9 xa Cs BOR ae 4/3 4/6 INT 1 RSS FOB Jan. 86) 84% 86% 
17/6 Chenderiang (5s.) 4/3 4/9 Lower Perak ...... 2/3 2/5 INT 2 RSS FOB Jan. 85.N 824N 843 
38/3 > ag 6d.) .. eS 4 LOCAL RUBBERS Malacca Rubber 27/6 28/6 INT ; RSS ros Jan 84N 814N 83% 
: 0! BEE sore neee ’ 5 a OE, * eer scncccid A, 3 INT Thin Pale Cre 
1.07 Hong Ko 3/9 4/- Ayer Hitam ...». 2.12 2.17 cd Narborough ......... Ry +4 FOB Jan : 6 874 894 
Idris Hy 3/9 4/- od yo > debe 1.88 1.92 ort Dickson-Lukut '6/- 6/3 RMA 3 Thick Blanket 
4.25 Se ccan 14/9 15/- Ayer Molek sankgs 1.75 1.80 OO gt OS ts, a 12/3 Crepe FOB Jan. 8N T64N 18 
1.59 seppans 13/6 14/- Ayer Panas_ ....-. 43 1.45 Singapore United 3/4 2/8 S'pore C Thick Remilled 
19.35 #|§§ =| Johan _ .....- 1.85 1.95 Bassett (50 cents) .70 72 BEND nas Saet conse 3 1/3 Blanket Cre 
1.80 Kcillingnail oe 6/6 6/10 Batu Lintang «+ ~— 2.20 Tremelbye faiceecd 34 16 35/6 FOB Jan. UK/C 744N 72) 74 
2.03 Kinta Kellas 4/6 5/- aearere : 1.74 rae xd United Sua Betong 64/- 66/- spore © Thick Remilled 
1.05 . ‘ 29/- + nt * i ne United Temiang ... 3/6 4/-xan Blanket Crepe Loose 
W. Hammer ...... 1.62 1.65 4 8/- ore Kat. se 2.80 . Godown Singapore 74 .N 724N 74N 
Henry Waugh ...... 1.29 1.31 9/6 a Sane carenries ale 1.80 LOANS (NT 2X Clean Thin 
H’kong & S'hai Bank 60 ukit Kepong 3.65 3.75 : Brown Crepe 
(H‘kong reg.) 430.00 440.00 cd 2/- Giewealy( oahasntiey 1.60 1.63 S'pore 44% 1930 80.50 91.50 FOB Jan. Kc. W3iN TAN 73 
Hume Industries 4/6 Glenealy ($1 stock) 2.50 2.60 S'pore 3% 1935 60.00 61.00 S'pore 3 Thin Brown 
REL: - ‘pueysctbeese A4/10 5/- 14/6 indragir 18 a1 S'pore .3% 1937 89.50 90,50 Crepe FOB Jan UK/C 72iN 704 126 
OPES. sr000s--s ato 4/1 9/3 is ay Kuantan” S'pore 4% 1939 96.75 97.75 INT Standard 
Jacksor, & Co. «.-. 1.00 1.02 5/- P 9° 1.83 1.87 ,Rehab 1946 73.75 14.15 Plat Bark Cre 
M. Breweries «..... 2.80 2.83 29/3 1.00 1.03 S'pore 34% 1949 12.75 73.15 FOB Jan. UK/C. 59 N 573N 59 
M. Breweries 11/- 1.67 1.72 S'pore 33% 1951 11.50 78.50 INT | RSS FOB Feb. 86) 844 96% 
a BS Sncasqetes 86 a] 84 1.88 3.20 3.40 S'pore 5% 1952 .00 91.00 *H. Highest; L. Lowest; T. Today 
Malayan "Cement 1.77 1.80 3/ 3/6 1.73 1.77 & pore 4% 1954 177.00 78.00 ; 
RE none cinporars a F as ‘to cin Spore 4% 1955 1215 74.75 
£6 wseebngoon 23 cove . ‘ Pore 1953 ls 81.7 
Malays, Publishing 70 ‘82 Lower Perak ---.. 12/9 —13/- Malaka Pinda -.. 152 156 S'pore 5% 1956 88.25 89,36 TIN OUTPUTS 
Metal Box ...... 68 1.72 x4 Malayan Tin ---... 12/6 13/- ed Manda! Tekong «.. .85 95 Pen 5% 1926 92.25 93.25 
©. Chinese Bank 26.00 20.40 Malaysiam = «+-*+--.. 1/3 1/9 ecr Mente OS eg 1.38 1.42 Pen 42% 1929 98.00 89.00 December tin outputs included:— 
te! 1.27 Meru. Tin ..- 1/3 1/5 N.S. Oil Palms «- 1.80 1.85 Pen 3% 1935 82.00 83.00 Sungei Bidor 389 piculs. 
Robinson Pahang Consol 4/- 4/3 New Scudai...... 1.15 1.20 i F 3% 1937 82.50 83.50 (restricted) 
ist. Pref. 6% «.. 4.00 4.30 Pengkalen Ords - 9/6 10/- New soreneal s+ 2.77 2.82 44% 1931 99.00 100.00 : 
2nd. Pref. 8% ow 8.75 9.25 Petaling — .sss-rveree 1 85 1.88 Nyalas bak in 1.03 ving “mt War 1940 97.75 98.75 
Ords - 38 8 k . 5/6 6/- Pajam_ -..... 89 91 PMS 3% 1936 80,00 81.00 
Bime Darby (2/6) 137 1.30 4. Parit Perak 3.00 8.10 FMS 3% War 1941 96.00 97.00 xl OFFICIAL 
*pdre Cold Storage 85 87 53 Radella .. 1.65 1.75 Pen Fd 1948 63.00 64.00 
Rings 16/6 Riverview 3/5 3/7 Ped. 32% 1951 179.75 80.75 
i" o 16/8 17/8 MERAY -rvierssseee 1.37 Selangor Goconuts 1.90 1.94 Fea. 44% 1952 8575 “6.75 xi TIN RUBBER 
ClO snadtens tone 20/9 21/6 Raub Gold 1.00 Sungei Bagan ...... 1.76 1.79 Fed, 48% 1954 87.25 88.25 ( » ( ri 
Straits ,Hontatte Renong Tin 28.) 1/- Butoh» devaves.eses 67 70 Fed. 84% 1957 91.25 92.25 per picul) (per Ib.) 
ve le ahem oH 1 an “ ie Tesh — my Los aie t tant ‘ 92.50 93.50 im : Soedee os De 
1.75 ~ amese .. eapah ----... a . st. ue) . : 50 
Straits times (gi) 1.64 1.66 S. Kinta i7/6 Temerioh 1.25 1.28 (2nd. issue) 93.00 94.00 7 $387.37 $658 ote 
bi J Engineers 8. Malayan 11/3 ed Ulu Benut eH 49 8.S. 3% War 1940 97.75 98.75 8 L385.62i, 8 , 
eeeentane: CaRE ae 20 8. Tronoh 10/3 2d United Malacca --. 2.4 2.45 8.8. 3% War 1941 96.00 97.00 xl 621, 863% ets. 
Sens jasodanancadven. SO 97 Sungei Besi 14/9 cd STERLING HUBBERS Fed 4% 1955 78.75 79.75 9  $385.621, 865, ets. 
Union fosur. -+.-- a $8.25 Sungei Bidor (5/-) an 8/6 Bagan Serai . 2/6 2/8 MU. 3% 1946 81.60 82,50 10 $386.00 i. 
Wearne Bros. . 135 1.37 Sungei Kinta ---... 14/- 14/6 Bertam Con. . 3/- | $8. 3% 1936 71.25 72.25 
Wearne Debenture 1.03 1.05 Sungei Way 1.14 1.16 Bukit Rajah 29/6 Fed. 5% 1952 93.25 94.25 





















































steady note. 


The first week of the new year has produced 


support has been largely 


No. 6 dredge was the only unit 
in operation, Owing to the limita- 
tions imposed by the tin control 
regulations. Satisfactory outputs 
were obtained, and the dredge was 
shut down at the end of Novem- 
ber after production of the com- 
pany’s total quota together with 
some stocks in excess of quota. 


Petaling quota 


The company’s quota for the 
period January 1 to March 31 is 
3,158 piculs. The quotation yester- 
day gained, 2 cents with business 
at $1.85 and $1.86. 

Rubber reached 87 cents at 
one stage on bullish buying, 
short-covering and a reserve of 
sellers. It closed three-eighths of 
a cent below best on profit-taking 
after a good turnover. 

Hart Son and Co. announces 
that its offer to purchase the is- 
sued capital of Bidor Rubber Es- 
tate has become unconditional. 
Acceptances will. be received up to 
and including January 19. 


Steady 
Russian 


buying 

SINGAPORE, Jan. 9 

feature of the week 

has again been the 

steady purchasing of rubber 
for Russian account which 
has continued unabated, re- 
port H.C.S. & Co., Ltd., in 
their current survey. 

Interest has now been spread 
over all grades of sheet, but with 
2 and 3 RSS. receiving most of 
the attention, considerable quan- 
tities of which have been taken 
off the market, they add. 

The shipment period, too, has 
been extended with the main 
interest now in February. 

Other overseas centres have 
shown a marked reluctance to 
follow Singapore’s lead ahd, apart 
from some renewed interest for 
nearby deliveries by U.S. manu- 
facturers, have been extremely 
quiet. 


Surprise figures 


The December statistics so far 
to hand have come as sOmewhat 
of a surprise to most. 

Export at 95,592 
higher while net 
considerably lower than expected. 








tons were 
imports were 
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